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STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Principal  School  Medical  Officer,  Medical 
Advisor  to  the  Welfare  Committee  and  to  the  Children’s 
Committee  : 

T.  M.  Clayton,  M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Deputy  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer  : 

A.  Parry  Jones,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H.  (Resigned  31.12.61) 

Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 
Janet  Margaret  Done,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  D.R.C.O.G. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  : 

Rosemary  A.  Beasley,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.Obst.R.C.O.G. 
Mary  D.  Daly,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Doreen  J.  Dicks,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.C.H. 
Ada  M.  Fryer,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.R.C.O.G.,  L.M. 

Marion  Hommers,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Sarah  N.  Joseph,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.R.C.O.G. 

Mary  A.  H.  Lawson,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

J.  B.  M.  Porter,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S. 

W.  Tempowski,  M.B.,  B.Ch.  (Resigned  5.10.61) 

Dorothy  1.  Troup,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.Obst.R.C.O.G. 

Evelyn  M.  Wilkins,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Veterinary  Officer  : E.  M.  Pittaway,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Health  Visiting  ; 

Superintendent:  Miss  M.  D.  Lloyd,  S.R.N.,  S.R.F.N.,  S.C.M. 
H.V.  Cert. 

Deputy  Superintendent : Miss  K.  L.  Houlton,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
H.V.Cert. 

Deputy  Superintendent : Mrs.  B.  E.  Mackie,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. , 


H.V.Cert. 

Health  Visitors  (including  1 part-time)  39 

State  Registered  Nurses  (for  tuberculosis,  clinic  and 

school  work)  15 

Student  Health  Visitors  7 

Occupational  Therapist  1 

Municipal  Midwifery  Service  : 

Non-Medical  Supervisor  : Mrs.  E.  E.  Woodley,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 
Deputy  Supervisor:  Mrs.  B.  Fell,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Midwives  45 


Day  Nurseries  : 

Supervisor:  Mrs.  M.  E.  Williams,  S.R.N. 

Nursery  Matrons  : Miss  M.  Allan,  Miss  G.  Cardwell-Hill, 
Miss  D.  B.  Goodson,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Butcher,  Mrs.  G. 
Crichton,  Miss  D.  M.  Griffiths,  Mrs.  1.  Lines,  Mrs.  O. 
Lapworth,  Mrs.  M.  Wagstaff. 

Nursery  Staffs 


Nurses  89  : Others  39 
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Home  Nursing  Service  : 

Superintendent:  Miss  M.  C.  Lynch,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

Assistant  Superintendents  : Miss  M.  Wilkinson,  S.R.N., 
C.M.B.,  H.V.Cert.,  Q.N.  ; Miss  B.  Sharkey,  S.R.N., 
S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

District  Nurses  : Full-time  51  (includes  4 male  nurses  and  4 
Queen’s  Nurse  students).  Part-time  8. 

Domestic  Staff  10 

Health  Centre  : 

Nursing  Staff  3 

Receptionists  3 

Home  Help  Service  : (As  from  1st  June,  1958  under  Administrative 
control  of  Director  of  Welfare  Services). 

Organiser  Mrs.  E.  Marshall 

Area  Organisers  7 

Assistant  Organisers  2 

Clerical  Staff  (including  part-time)  7 

Home  Helps  (including  part-time  workers)  357 

Mental  Health  Service  : 

Principal  Mental  Health  Officer  : E.  T.  McCoy,  C.S.S.,  C.P.S. 

Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officers  2 

Mental  Welfare  Officers  5 

Trainee  Psychiatric  Social  Worker  1 

Junior  Training  Centre,  Burns  Road : 

Supervisor  W.  Barnes 

Senior  Assistant  Supervisor  Mrs.  I.  D.  Cotterill 

Assistant  Supervisors  and  other  staff  20 

Senior  Training  Centre,  Torrington  A venue  : 

Supervisor  P.  Walshe 

Deputy  Supervisor  Mrs.  M.  Darnell 

Assistant  Supervisors  and  other  staff  26 

Ambulance  Service  : 

Superintendent  Post  Vacant 

Deputy  Superintendent  E.  Taylor 

Control  Sub-Officer  H.  Petherham 

Ambulance  Personnel  84 
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Administrative  and  Clerical  Staff : 

Principal  Administrative  Assistant  F.  Ellis 

Deputy  Principal  Administrative  Assistant 

D.  C.  James,  D.M.A.,  A.R.S.H. 

Administrative  Assistant 

(Health  Services  Division)  ......  C.  E.  Boden,  D.M.A. 

Administrative  Assistant  (Mental  Health)  Miss  B.  M.  Sanders 

Senior  Section  Officers  : 

M.O.H.  Personal  Secretary  Mrs.  J.  Strong 

Finance  K.  Liggins 

Infectious  Diseases,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  G.  Hubbard 

Salaries,  General  Office  and  Inquiries  H.  Jewison 

School  Health,  Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Miss  E.  Stephen 

Typing  Pool  Miss  M.  E.  Goddard 

Clerical  Staff  31 

M iscellaneous  Staff : 

Storekeeper,  Cleaners,  Clinic  Assistants,  etc 46 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  19,171 

Population  (Census  1961)  305,060 

Population  (estimate  for  mid-year  1961 ) 305,780 

Density  of  population  (1951)  (per  acre)  13-47 

Density  of  population  (estimate  mid- 1961 ) 15-94 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings,  December,  1961  92,000 

Average  No.  of  persons  to  each  occupied  house  (mid-year)  3-32 

Rateable  value  of  City  (December  1961 ) £4,937,815 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (estimated  1961 — 62)  £20,390 

Live  Births — 


(legitimate) 

Males. 

3,040 

Females. 

2,849 

Total 

5,889 

(illegitimate) 

205 

175 

380 

3,245 

3,024 

6,269  = 

birth  rate  of  20-5  per 

Stillbirths 

60 

53 

113  = 

1,000  population, 
rate  of  17-8  per  1,000 

Deaths 

1,590 

1,226 

2,816  = 

births 

death  rate  of  9-2  per 

Total  maternal 

deaths 

(none 

from 

1,000  population. 

abortion) 

= 

3 

Maternal  mortality  rate 

= 

0-47  per  1,000  births 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  23-4 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  22-6 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  36-8 


Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (first  four  weeks)  = 16-4  per  1,000  related 

live  births 


Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (first 

week)  = 14-8  per  1,000  related 

live  births. 


Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and 

deaths  during  first  week)  = 32-2  per  1,000  total 

live  and  stillbirths 


Marriage  rate  15-74 

*Death  rate  from  principal  infectious  diseases 0-009 

Respiratory  death  rate  1-37 

Phthisis  0-075 

Death  rate  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  0-003 

Death  from  cancer  L85 


Comparability  factor  (births)  0-93 

Birth  rate  as  adjusted  by  factor  19-07 

Comparability  factor  (deaths)  1’39 

Death  rate  as  adjusted  by  factor  12-79 


*Typhoid,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Mea.sics,  Diarrhoea 
under  2 years,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  Poliomyelitis. 
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My  Lord  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  15th  Annual  Report  concern- 
ing the  general  state  of  health  of  Coventry  citizens  and  of  the  work 
undertaken  by  members  of  staff  engaged  in  health  work,  whether  in 
the  personal  health  services  or  in  the  environmental  field. 

This  report  will  take  into  account  the  additional  requirements  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  as  indicated  in  Circular  1/62  which,  on  this 
occasion,  calls  for  particular  comments  concerning  local  water  supply 
as  to  quality,  quantity,  bacteriological  and  chemical  states,  possibil- 
ity of  plumbo-solvent  action  or  other  contamination,  number  of 
dwelling  houses  and  population  served  (these  details  are  provided 
on  page  65).  Other  items  of  information  called  for  concern  present 
arrangements  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  (page  67)  and/or 
the  inspection  of  common  lodging  houses  (page  155). 

With  regard  to  the  Home  Health  Services  the  Ministry  has 
requested  information  concerning  progress  under  Part  III  National 
Health  Service  Act  and  has  invited  particular  mention  relating  to 
development  of  Health  Visitors’  work  in  co-operation  with  that  of 
general  practitioners,  as  also  their  usage  for  follow-up  of  patients 
discharged  from  hospital  (included  in  this  preface).  Other  informa- 
tion specifically  requested  concerns  developments  in  health  education 
(page  54),  Mental  Health  Services  (page  59),  and  progress  achieved 
in  the  provision  of  a chiropody  service  (page  58).  All  the  above 
factors  are  dealt  with  at  the  points  indicated  but  I will  first  proceed 
with  the  impact  of  general  statistics  as  these  relate  to  local  circum- 
stances. 

Statistics  : — Statistics  should  be  considered  against  the  fact  that 
for  1961  the  population  had  increased  by  some  14,780  from  that  in 
1960  (1961=305,780 — Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate). 
This  had  effect  upon  the  density  of  population  per  acre  which  rose 
from  15-17  in  1960  to  15-94  in  1961  : this  in  spite  of  the  number  of 
inhabited  dwellings  having  increased  from  90,000  in  1960  to  92,000 
in  1961. 

The  number  of  births  registered  for  this  city  in  1961,  was  6,269 
giving  a birth  rate  of  20-5  per  1,000  population,  as  compared  with 
5,998  and  a birth  rate  of  20-61  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  crude  death  rate  of  9-2  per  1,000  population  for  1961 
compares  with  9-16  for  1960.  There  were  3 maternal  deaths  in 
Coventry  during  1961  as  against  one  both  in  1960  and  1959.  The 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  at  23-4  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  27-29  for  the  preceding  year.  The  former  rate  is  by  far  the  lowest 
ever  recorded  in  this  city,  the  previous  best  being  26-3  in  1959. 
This  surely  speaks  well  for  the  midwifery  services  operating  in 
this  city,  whether  on  the  district  or  in  hospital,  and  in  spite  of  the 
well  known  shortage  of  midwifery  beds.  It  is  also  pleasing  to  note 
that  the  neo-natal  mortality  rate  was  down  from  19-8  per  1,000 
related  live  births  in  1960  to  16-4  in  1961. 
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Infectious  Diseases  : — 

I am  glad  to  report  a continuing  freedom  from  diptheria  which 
has  extended  throughout  1960  and  1961,  and  once  again,  1 would 
ask  all  parents  to  ensure  that  their  children  are  given  protection 
against  this  distressing  disease  through  a readily  available  immunisa- 
tion procedure.  There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  reported  in  this 
city  during  1961  and,  here  again,  immunisation  can  be  readily 
carried  out  for  most  age  groups  in  the  community.  It  is  to  be  noted 
that  a considerable  number  of  persons  (748)  were  notified  to  the  de- 
partment as  suffering  from  food-poisoning.  Much  the  greater 
proportion  (715  cases)  were  affected  from  four  outbreaks,  of  which 
three  were  in  schools  and  one  within  industry.  The  Clostridium 
Welchii  was  the  causative  factor  in  all  of  these  latter  incidents. 
Detailed  investigations  were  carried  out  to  ascertain  the  mode  of 
spread  in  these  occurrences  and  in  certain  instances  it  was  necessary 
to  provide  and  emphasise  detailed  advice  as  to  future  food-handling 
procedures  : this  to  overcome  the  likelihood  of  further  outbreaks. 
Food  poisoning  due  to  Salmonella  Typhimurium  was  much  in 
evidence  also  during  the  year  and  investigations  were  carried  out  at 
the  city’s  public  abbatoir  in  an  effort  to  trace  a possible  source  of 
spread.  This  research  gave  negative  results  but  nevertheless  provided 
a useful  exercise  in  co-operative  endeavour  as  between  the  local 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  and  the  health  services  of  the 
local  authority.  I am  most  grateful  to  Dr.  J.  Whitehead,  and  his 
staff  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  their  continued  helpfulness 
and  co-operation  in  this  and  other  facets  of  work. 

Dysentery  was  still  quite  evident  in  the  community  during  1961, 
when  501  bacteriologically  confirmed  cases  came  to  our  notice.  This 
disease,  as  1 have  indicated  on  several  occasions  in  past  years,  is  one 
having  a high  “ nuisance  ” effect.  It  is  an  endemic  condition  the 
incidence  of  which  varies  considerably  from  year  to  year.  Particulars 
of  other  infectious  conditions  affecting  the  community  appear  on 
pages  19 — 23  herein.  A total  of  8,835  cases  of  infectious  disease  was 
notified  to  the  department  in  1961  (2,324  in  1960)  and  of  these  some 
6,789  were  of  measles  (591  in  1960)  — this  in  keeping  with  the  high 
bi-annual  cyclinical  incidence  of  this  disease. 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  three  mild  cases  of  typhoid  fever  came 
to  our  notice  in  1961,  two  of  these  affecting  immigrants. 

The  department  also  took  its  part  in  a national  survey  on 
enteroviruses  and  pathogenic  bacteria  as  these  relate  to  the  intestinal 
flora  of  children  : the  research  was  under  the  auspices  of  the  Central 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Colindale. 

Intensive  Health  Education  and  adequate  equipment  to  facilitate 
its  impact  is  at  last  beginning  to  be  generally  appreciated  as  one  of 
the  most  important  requisites  for  any  health  department.  It  is  of 
vital  moment  that  the  general  public  should  be  persistently  reminded 
of  the  achievements  which  have  been  attained  over  the  years  in  the 
wide  field  of  preventive  medicine  and  the  paramount  need  for  them 
to  understand,  make  use  of  and  appreciate  the  many  services  which 
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have  been  constituted  towards  their  continuing  state  of  general  good 
health.  1 made  particular  mention  of  this  subject  in  my  1960  Annual 
Report  (pps.  10,  1 1 and  55)  and  make  no  excuse  for  belabouring  this 
theme  — one  which  incidentally  I have  stressed  repeatedly  in  suc- 
cessive Annual  Reports.  It  is  hoped  that  considerably  enhanced 
financial  allocations  for  this  branch  of  work  will  soon  be  forth- 
coming to  allow  of  my  department  making  the  type  of  advances 
which  have  been  envisaged  for  so  long  and  which  progressively  have 
received  the  support  of  the  Health  Committee  over  the  last  several 
years. 

I would  therefore  repeat  my  plea  of  one  year  ago,  namely  . . . 
“ It  becomes  yearly  the  more  imperative  for  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  ...  to  have  upon  his  staff  a trained  health  education  assistant 
to  give  persistent  attention  to  programme  arrangements  throughout 
the  year,  and  thereby  concentrate  in  turn  upon  the  various  facets  of 
work  which  form  a Health  Department’s  responsibilities.” 

It  is  necessary  for  me  to  draw  attention  to  my  comments  on 
page  22  concerning  the  elevated  incidence  of  venereal  diseases.  This 
is  a matter  which  is  causing  much  general  concern  throughout  the 
country  and  not  least  because  of  the  greatly  increased  number  of 
cases  being  dealt  with  in  teenage  members  of  the  population  : a 
circumstance  which  also  applies,  in  rather  similar  comparative 
proportion,  for  this  locality  of  Coventry.  The  moral  and  social 
implications  of  such  a situation  are  self-evident  and  this  too  is  a 
field  of  work  in  which  Health  Education  can  make  a most  helpful 
contribution. 

My  1960  Report  included  a detailed  explanation  of  the  Mental 
Health  provisions  approved  by  this  local  authority  and  also  surveyed 
the  widely  embracing  discussions  and  negotiations  which  had  pre- 
ceded these  plans. 

1961  provided  opportunity  to  consolidate  the  present  service  and 
to  orientate  for  the  future  — not  only  in  connection  with  the  depart- 
ment’s statutory  responsibilities  but  also  its  co-operative  endeavour 
with  the  general  practitioners  and  hospital  services.  There  are  now 
widening  sources  of  referrals  to  the  department  and  this  is  all  to  the 
good  since  many  such  problems  come  to  attention  at  an  earlier  stage 
and  can  therefore  be  dealt  with  and,  we  hope,  resolved  more  quickly. 

With  regard  to  our  provisions  for  the  mentally  subnormal,  both 
our  Junior  and  Senior  Training  Centres  have  been  working  to  capac- 
ity and  we  have  increasing  links  with  certain  industrial  undertakings, 
this  being  of  great  help  from  our  trainees’  point  of  view  and  indeed 
being  also  of  mutual  advantage  to  the  firms  concerned. 

Regular  weekly  case  conferences  and  routine  medical  examina- 
tions at  the  two  Centres  ; the  arrangement  of  social  evenings  at  the 
Senior  Centre  ; external  holiday  arrangements  for  children  at  the 
Junior  Centre  ; the  provision  of  two  additional  classrooms  at  the 
Burns  Road  Centre  ; the  development  of  after-care  provisions  for 
educationally  sub-normal  school-leavers  — all  have  had  their  place 
in  the  development  and  extended  function  of  the  service  during  1961. 


It  is  heartening  also  to  report  considerable  progress  towards  the 
locally  accepted  concept  of  an  integrated  Mental  Health  Service  as 
between  the  mental  health  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  and  the  Child  Guidance  Service  under  the  Education  Act.  A 
Joint  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  was  constituted  in  late  1961,  to 
consider  matters  of  mutual  concern  and  make  recommendations  to 
the  parent  Committees  and  it  was  possible  to  arrange  for  psychiatric 
social  workers  to  undertake  work  both  within  the  mental  health  field 
and  at  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  : close  liaison  too  continued 
with  the  Hospitals. 

We  look  forward  to  the  time  when  the  administrative  function- 
ing of  a completely  integrated  Mental  Health  Service  can  be  operated 
under  one  roof  and  trust  that  the  day  when  this  will  be  achieved  may 
not  be  too  far  distant. 

Further  advance  was  also  made  during  the  year  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  psychiatric  social  workers  (one  Mr.  E.  McCoy,  as 
Principal  Mental  Health  Officer)  and  secondly  by  the  department 
participating  in  the  in-service  training  of  social  work  students 
undertaking  the  two  year  course  at  the  Lanchester  College  of  Tech- 
nology. 

The  “ pilot  ” experiment  started  in  1960,  in  which  a psychiatric 
social  worker  was  allocated  for  one  session  per  week  to  assist  general 
practitioners  in  case  work  at  the  Tile  Hill  Health  Centre  continued 
satisfactorily  and  this  arrangement  may  be  the  precursor  of  similar 
provisions  at  other  points  in  the  city  as  and  when  further  qualified 
staflT  become  available  to  the  department. 

A comprehensive  survey  of  the  local  progress  achieved  in  the 
field  of  mental  health  work  is  provided  at  pages  59  to  64  of  this 
Report. 

1 wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  appropriate  members 
of  my  department  and  other  colleagues  associated  with  the  operation 
and  development  of  the  mental  health  services  for  their  helpfulness 
throughout  a busy  and  interesting  year.  Also  to  express  my  apprecia- 
tion to  the  Coventry  Society  for  the  Mentally  Handicapped  for  the 
several  ways  in  which  they  have  willingly  co-operated  towards  the 
progress  of  the  service.  Last,  but  not  least,  thanks  are  due  to  the 
psychiatrists  and  social  workers  at  the  Central  Hospital,  Warwick, 
for  the  greatly  appreciated  assistance  they  have  given  towards  the 
care  of  Coventry  patients  throughout  the  year. 

Concerning  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service,  the  year 
was  made  noteworthy  by  the  valuable  survey  undertaken  in  this 
city  by  our  health  visitors  and  midwives  in  relation  to  stillbirths  and 
infant  deaths  — this  with  a view  to  ascertaining  if  possible,  factors 
which  may  have  a bearing  towards  a lowering  of  perinatal  mortality. 
I am  much  indebted  to  Dr.  Janet  Done  for  the  report  she  has  pre- 
pared on  “ Infant  Wastage  1961  ” (pages  30 — 34).  The  conclusion 
that  a high  rate  of  prematurity  in  Coventry  has  considerable  impact 
upon  the  degree  of  infant  wastage  is  one  of  particular  moment  to  this 
city  : especially  with  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  s 
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plans  for  the  city’s  new  General  Hospital  and  the  initial  provision 
of  the  urgently  needed  Maternity  Section  very  much  in  mind. 

Concerning  paragraph  7(a)  Circular  1/62,  we  have  no  health 
visitor  working  in  direct  conjunction  with  a particular  medical 
practitioner  or  group  of  practitioners.  We  find,  firstly  because  of  the 
scattered  nature  of  practices  and  secondly  because  of  the  shortage 
of  health  visiting  staff,  that  such  an  arrangement  is  not,  as  yet,  very 
practicable.  Some  health  visitors  do  of  course,  during  their  rounds, 
make  point  of  calling  at  general  practitioners’  surgeries  to  effect 
helpful  liaisons  if  possible  but  this  is  the  full  extent  at  the  moment. 

Concerning  paragraph  7(b)  Circular  1/62,  health  visitors  allo- 
cated for  the  purpose  make  point  of  calling  regularly  at  the  Children’s 
Wards  and  Maternity  Wards  of  local  hospitals  (i.e.  Coventry  and 
Warwickshire  and  Gulson  Hospitals  respectively)  and  arrangements 
are  thereby  made  for  the  follow-up  of  patients  about  to  be  discharged. 
A similar  arrangement  holds  good  in  respect  of  the  Children’s 
Orthopaedic  Ward  at  Whitley  Hospital  and  for  the  Children’s 
Hospital  at  Bramcote.  It  is  hoped  that  such  arrangements  will  come 
to  be  widened  for  other  suitable  groups  of  patients. 

The  introduction  of  a night  rota  system  for  our  midwives  has 
quickly  proved  its  worth  and  it  is  certain  that  by  far  the  greater 
majority  of  staff  find  the  new  arrangement  of  great  advantage.  We 
and  they  are  much  indebted  to  the  Ambulance  Personnel  for  their 
willingness  and  patience  in  helping  to  ensure  that  this  system  has 
operated  with  promptness  and  efficiency. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  local  hospitals  undertook  a higher 
proportion  of  births  this  year  (50-2%)  than  was  the  case  in  1960 
(45-5%).  The  work  of  the  domiciliary  midwives  did  not  diminish 
however,  rather  the  reverse,  since  there  were  more  discharges  of 
mothers  and  babies  from  hospital  prior  to  the  10th  day  of  confine- 
ment. Not  only  this,  but  because  of  sick  leave  and  the  impracticabil- 
ity of  immediately  replacing  three  midwives  who  left  the  service, 
an  additional  burden  was  thrown  upon  our  existing  midwives. 

1 am  indebted  to  the  supervisor  and  her  personnel  for  their 
considerable  efforts  under  stress  of  these  various  pressures. 

It  is  now  patent  that  certain  of  our  wartime  day  nurseries  are  in 
a precarious  structural  condition  and  will  need  urgent  replacement. 
The  demand  and  factual  social  need  for  this  service  grows  with  the 
persistent  yearly  increase  in  population.  The  matrons  and  their 
staffs  in  all  our  nurseries  are  operating  a most  helpful  social  service  : 
not  least  those  who  are  working  under  more  difficult  conditions 
within  those  buildings  which  have  now  been  designated  as  being  of 
sub-standard  condition. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  number  of  health  visitors,  in-post, 
increased  during  the  year  and  this  has  had  beneficial  influence  upon 
the  service  provided  to  the  community.  It  is  to  be  noted  for  example, 
that  the  number  of  welfare  centre  sessions  attended  by  our  health 
visitors  was  up  by  985  — from  5,275  in  1960  to  6,260  in  1961. 


13 


Much  unspectacular  attention  has  been  directed  of  recent  years 
to  the  problem  of  preventing  the  mounting  numbers  of  accidents 
occurring  in  the  home. 

This  is  a branch  of  work  which,  seemingly,  fails  to  have  the 
impact  upon  public  conscience  which  it  merits  — a peculiar  state  of 
affairs  since,  by  comparison,  the  incidence  of  such  events  is  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  those  happening  on  the  roads. 

Statistics  on  home  accidents  are  given  at  page  55  and  these 
show  the  number  of  local  incidents  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
health  department.  Cases  investigated  in  1961  were  467  as  compared 
with  231  for  the  preceding  year.  The  greater  number  investigated 
is  due  to  the  much  closer  liaison  achieved  as  between  the  Hospital 
Casualty  Department  and  ourselves.  It  is  as  well  to  know  that  our 
health  visitors  in  their  investigations  of  all  such  cases  are  also  doing 
much  in  the  realms  of  health  education  and  great  credit  is  due  to 
them  for  the  progress  achieved  in  this  field  of  preventive  endeavour. 

Our  Home  Nurses,  in  spite  of  a small  decrease  in  the  number  of 
such  staff  available,  coped  with  an  increase  of  230  new  patients  in 
1961,  whilst  the  number  of  visits  rose  from  222,533  in  1960,  to 
225,790  in  1961.  Of  the  6,735  patients  nursed  during  the  year,  3,079 
were  persons  of  65  years  and  over.  The  considerable  task  of  attending 
to  these  patients  has  been  much  assisted  by  the  allocation  of  car  and 
scooter  allowances  to  a further  number  of  our  nurses  during  the 
year.  The  Superintendent  and  her  staff  are  to  be  complimented  on 
the  continuing  high  standard  of  service  which  they  provide  to  the 
public. 

A new  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  was  brought  into 
use  at  Roseberry  Avenue,  Bell  Green,  during  the  later  part  of  the 
year,  and  I shall  be  reporting  upon  the  official  opening  of  this  build- 
ing in  my  1962  Annual  Report.  Nevertheless,  it  is  pertinent  to 
mention  that  this  modern  provision  is  one  which  has  been  much 
looked  forward  to  for  this  populous  area  of  the  city  and  constitutes 
one  more  link  in  the  chain  of  up-to-date  clinics  which  were  approved 
by  the  Health  Committee  and  City  Council  following  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  of  1948. 

In  the  light  of  an  increasing  population  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
that  the  demand  for  additional  Welfare  Clinics  continues.  The  time 
is  fast  approaching  when  the  need  for  our  own  medical  staff  to 
conduct  ante  natal  sessions  will  have  quite  vanished.  On  the  other 
hand  there  is  a rapid  increase  in  the  numbers  attending  for  infant 
and  toddlers  sessions  and  this,  in  terms  of  staff  time,  more  than 
counter-balances  for  the  recession  in  antenatal  work. 

Details  of  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  procedures  carried 
out  in  1961  are  given  on  pages  44  -46  and  although  the  numbers 
immunised  were  less  than  in  1960,  the  reasons  for  this  are  made 
apparent.  1 wish  to  say  how  very  much  1 have  appreciated  the  co- 
operation of  general  practitioners  in  the  Coventry  area  in  helping  to 
achieve  a high  state  of  immunity  for  the  city’s  population.  Coventry 
citizens  have  been  quick  to  take  advantage  of  immunisation  facilities 
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particularly  in  times  of  emergency.  Nevertheless,  1 would  wish  to 
impress  that  the  need  for  protecting  their  children  against  dangerous 
diseases  like  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis  and  smallpox  is  something 
which  remains  and  should  be  in  the  minds  of  parents  persistently. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  regret  that  I must  record  the  death  on 
22nd  August,  1961,  of  Mr.  F.  G.  Warwick,  our  late  Ambulance 
Superintendent.  Mr.  Warwick  had  given  some  thirty  seven  years  to 
the  service  of  the  local  authority,  firstly  with  the  Fire  Service  and 
thereafter,  since  1940,  with  the  city’s  Ambulance  Service.  He  had 
seen  very  many  changes  in  his  association  with  the  latter  service  and 
even  from  the  time  when,  in  1947,  I was  appointed  as  Medical 
OflFicer  of  Health,  major  transferences  of  the  Service  had  occurred 
firstly  from  the  difficult  accommodation  circumstances  prevailing  at 
the  Wheatley  Street  schools,  to  the  temporary  haven  of  a depot  at 
Abbotts  Lane  ; this  through  the  helpful  co-operation  of  the  then 
Gas  Engineer  and  Manager.  With  the  introduction  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  in  1948  it  was  necessary  to  co-ordinate  the  total 
available  ambulance  services  catering  for  Coventry  citizens.  This 
was  achieved  by  an  amalgamation  of  the  then  City  Ambulance 
Service  and  that  of  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital 
Saturday  Fund,  the  former  being  responsible  for  administration  while 
the  latter  operated  under  agency  agreement  for  the  local  authority. 
From  the  8th  November,  1948,  the  combined  Ambulance  Service 
provided  service  from  its  present  depot  at  Swanswell  Terrace,  this 
being  the  property  of  the  Hospital  Saturday  Fund.  Thereafter,  the 
two  parts  of  the  Service  became  completely  integrated  on  5th  July, 
1953  and  then  functioned  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Coventry 
City  Council.  1949,  the  first  full  year’s  working  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  showed  a total  mileage  of  347,011  covered  by 
ambulance  vehicles  with  66,105  patients  carried.  In  1961  the  corres- 
ponding figures  were  415,750  miles  and  121,961  patients  carried. 
Included  too,  in  progress,  was  the  fact  that  Coventry  was  the  first 
midland  authority  (indeed  one  of  the  early  few  in  the  country)  to 
install  a telecommunication  system  for  its  ambulance  fleet.  These 
are  but  to  mention  a few  of  the  landmarks  in  the  development  of  the 
Ambulance  Service  and  it  is  sad  that  Mr.  Warwick  did  not  live 
sufficiently  long  to  see  the  fulfilment  of  another  event,  yet  to  come 
namely  the  building  of  the  new  Ambulance  Station.  He  had  not  an 
easy  task  to  perform  in  his  office  as  Superintendent  and  in  latter 
years  had  not  enjoyed  good  health. 

Later  in  the  year  Mr.  T.  Atherton,  lately  Superintendent  of  the 
Wigan  County  Borough  Ambulance  Service  was  appointed  to 
succeed  Mr.  Warwick  as  City  Ambulance  Superintendent  (to 
commence  duty  on  January  1st,  1962)  and  we  wish  him  every  success 
in  his  future  work  when  he  comes  to  take  up  his  office.  The  forth- 
coming new  Ambulance  Depot  for  Coventry  affords  exciting 
prospects  and  it  is  certain  that  there  will  be  much  in  future  develop- 
ments for  the  service,  to  claim  Mr.  Atherton’s  attention  after  he 
arrives. 
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Tlie  Ambulance  Service  continues  to  provide  a most  vital 
service  to  the  community  and,  in  spite  of  the  total  mileage  covered 
and  the  number  of  patients  removed  during  1961  both  being  at  their 
highest  ever  levels,  the  average  mileage  per  patient  removed  was 
at  its  lowest  ever  level  (e.g.  3-4  as  compared  with  3-49  and  more  for 
several  preceding  years).  The  Ambulance  personnel  are  to  be  com- 
plimented upon  their  application  and  the  results  achieved  throughout 
a demanding  year. 

1 am  again  indebted  to  Dr.  Gordon  Evans  for  details  appearing 
on  page  24  concerning  the  work  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service, 
particularly  as  it  affects  Coventry  residents  of  whom  some  7,190 
niore  were  x-rayed  in  1961  (34,370)  than  was  the  case  in  1 960  (27, 1 80). 
It  is  apparent  that  tuberculosis  is  not  quite  the  “back-number”  which 
many  perhaps  have  come  to  think,  and  it  is  as  well  to  note  that 
Dr.  Evans  draws  attention  to  the  discovery  of  75  new  cases  some  26 
of  which  were  active  and  requiring  treatment.  They  came  from 
groups  of  citizens  who  had  volunteered  for  routine  x-ray  and  were 
not  themselves  aware  that  they  were  suffering  from  the  disease.  It  is 
evident  therefore  that  in  spite  of  all  the  intensive  work  of  those 
engaged  from  year  to  year  both  in  the  hospital  and  local  authority 
spheres  of  activity,  there  still  remains  a pool  of  tuberculous  infection 
which  is  potentially  dangerous  to  others  in  the  community.  It  is  most 
important  therefore  that  the  intensive  “ wheedling  out  ” processes 
should  continue  in  the  interests,  we  hope,  of  final  preventive 
elimination.  Our  own  staff  of  tuberculosis  visitors  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  the  intensive  work  they  do  from  year  to  year 
towards  this  end  and  for  their  co-operative  efforts  in  association 
with  the  staff  of  the  Chest  Clinic  situated  at  the  Coventry  and 
Warwickshire  Hospital,  Stoney  Stanton  Road. 

The  Director  of  Welfare  Services  provides  information  page 
56,  concerning  the  Home  Help  Service  (Section  29  N.H.S.  Act), 
Meals  for  the  Sick  and  Aged,  page  53  (Section  28  N.H.S.  Act)  and 
Chiropody  Service  for  the  Elderly,  page  58  (Coventry  Corporation 
Act,  1958,  Section  72). 

I indicated  in  my  1960  Annual  Health  Report  that  further 
consideration  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1 1/59,  dealing  with  the 
extension  of  chiropody  facilities  to  certain  priority  groups  at  the 
local  authority’s  clinics  (i.e.  for  physically  handicapped  persons  and 
expectant  mothers),  had  been  adjourned  by  the  Council’s  Policy 
Advisory  Committee  for  a further  twelve  months.  I am  not  able  to 
add  further  to  the  subject  in  this  present  report  since  the  matter  is 
apparently  still  subjudice. 

In  commenting  upon  the  sewerage  facilities  within  the  City 
(vide  para.  5,  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/62),  I would  again 
underline  the  remarkable  increases  in  population  which  have 
occurred  in  Coventry  from  year  to  year  during  the  past  two  decades 
and  expanding  by  1 1 2,7 1 0 from  a figure  of  1 93,070  in  1 94 1 to  305,780 
in  1961  (Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimates).  This  is  no  mean 
increase  and  has  placed  tremendous  stress  upon  a variety  of  services 
and  systems,  not  least  upon  the  local  sewerage  system. 


16 


Great  strides  have  already  been  made  in  several  directions 
towards  resolving  this  considerable  problem.  As  will  be  noted 
(page  67)  it  is  hoped  that  further  extensions  involving  expenditure 
of  £1|  million  will  come  to  be  approved  at  an  early  moment.  I am 
indebted  to  the  City  Engineer  for  helpful  information  appearing  in 
this  report  upon  this  subject. 

Concerning  the  water  supplies  to  the  city  area  and  other  nearby 
external  districts,  I am  grateful  to  the  Water  Engineer  and  Manager 
for  helpful  information  appearing  at  page  65.  This  data  takes  into 
account  the  various  points  raised  in  para.  4 of  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  1/62.  Needless  to  say,  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses 
of  the  many  samples  submitted  have  shown,  generally,  a consistently 
good  quality  of  water. 

Frequent  requests  come  to  me  from  citizens  for  support  on 
medical  grounds  to  their  applications  for  housing  or  rehousing. 
Before  one  can  hope  to  assess  the  reasonableness  of  such  approaches 
it  is  necessary  to  acquire  the  necessary  factual  data  relating  to  health 
and  environmental  circumstances  in  each  case  : this  information 
my  staff  is  usually  able  to  obtain.  Thereafter  the  details  are  passed 
to  the  Housing  Director  for  due  consideration  and  I would  wish  to 
record  appreciation  of  the  Director’s  willingness  to  help  resolve  the 
many  problems  as  far  as  this  is  reasonably  possible.  His  task 
however  is  not  made  easier  by  those  applicants  who  stipulate  an 
implacable  preference  for  rehousing  in  one  or  other  particular  area 
of  the  city.  They  must  therefore  understand  that  the  likelihood  of 
being  appropriately  accommodated,  by  laying  down  such  a condition, 
is  offtimes  seriously  delayed. 

It  is  evident  that  the  responsibilities  of  the  Director  of  Parks  and 
his  staff  at  the  City  Crematorium  have  increased  as  can  be  judged 
from  the  comparative  total  number  of  cremations  performed  during 
recently  passed  years,  i.e.  1958  = 3,358  ; 1959  = 3,524;  1960=3,984; 
1961  =4,172.  It  should  also  be  understood  that  considerable  data  in 
respect  of  every  cremation  is  required  to  be  correlated  and  carefully 
scrutinised  by  the  Medical  Referee  and  his  appropriate  staff  before 
the  act  of  cremation  can  take  place.  I am  indebted  to  the  Director 
of  Parks  and  his  personnel  for  the  most  helpful  liaison  which  takes 
place  with  my  department. 

It  will  be  noted  (page  68)  that  in  1961  although  there  was  an 
increase  of  188  cremations  over  the  figure  for  1960,  there  were  some 
92  fewer  cremations  conducted  this  year  on  behalf  of  residents  from 
areas  outside  the  city. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  which  appears 
at  page  70  et.  seq.  points  to  the  considerable  work  accomplished  by 
the  Inspectorate  during  the  year  under  review.  It  will  be  noted  that 
certain  initial  Orders  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  dealing  with 
smoke  control,  became  operative  in  two  areas,  namely.  Tile  Hill 
and  Allesley,  on  September  1st.  These  two  areas  involved  some 
1,446  houses  at  the  above  date.  A further  Order,  relating  to  the 
Broad  Lane  area  (210  acres)  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health 
in  September,  1961  for  confirmation. 
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It  will  also  be  observed  that  Coventry  was  selected  as  an  area, 
particularly  concerned  with  large  scale  industrial  development  to 
take  part  in  the  special  investigation  into  pollution  organised  by  the 
Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research. 

The  Housing  Act  of  1961  provides  points  of  considerable 
interest  to  local  health  authorities  and  one  such  important  inclusion 
is  that  dealing  with  the  limitation  of  occupants  in  houses  used  for 
multiple  habitation.  Although  there  is  little  likelihood  that  Coventry 
is  amongst  those  authorities  most  affected  in  this  respect  it  is  never- 
theless fairly  certain  that  a sizeable  proportion  of  houses  in  our 
area  will  need  to  come  under  particular  review.  It  is  essential  in  the 
best  interests  of  personal  and  environmental  health  (the  two  are 
interlocked  and  inseparable)  that  it  should  be  so.  Overcrowding 
under  the  Housing  Act  of  1957  showed  that  in  1961,  some  269 
houses  were  affected  — these  having  291  families  and  involving 
some  1,173  persons.  This  compares  with  294  houses,  318  families 
and  1,284  persons  in  1960.  It  is  also  noted  that  whereas  244  cases 
of  overcrowding  (1,008  persons  involved)  were  relieved  in  1960, 
the  comparative  position  for  1961  was  much  lower  at  147  cases 
(473  persons)  relieved. 

I take  pleasure  in  expressing  to  all  my  staff  this  annual  apprecia- 
tion for  the  varied  and  valuable  work  they  accomplish  in  the  affairs 
of  the  department.  In  doing  so  I would  not  wish  them  to  feel  that 
my  thanks  are  something  I feel  obliged  to  offer  out  of  customary 
politeness.  I have  very  genuine  regard  for  their  helpfulness  and  for 
the  most  diligent  work  which  they  consistently  perform.  The  year 
under  review  has  been  no  exception  to  the  rule  and  the  results  are 
apparent  herein  . . . “ he  who  runs  may  read  ” 

I would  also  wish  to  thank  those  who,  in  any  way,  have  contri- 
buted toward  the  content  or  correlation  of  this  Report,  including 
those  colleagues  from  other  municipal  departments  who  have 
provided  necessary  items  of  information. 

Finally,  having  written  this  lengthy  preamble  which  is  intended 
and,  I hope,  may  be  helpful  in  highlighting  points  of  progress  and 
facets  of  particular  interest  in  the  work  of  the  department  during 
1961,  it  is,  I feel,  most  appropriate  that  my  final  appreciation  and 
that  of  my  staff  should  be  directed  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Health  Committee  for  their  most  helpful  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  department  throughout  a year  of  considerable  activity. 

I am,  my  Lord  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
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Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  for  mid- 1961  was 
305,780  which  was  an  increase  of  14,780  on  the  1960  mid-year 
figure  of  291,000.  The  generally  upward  trend  of  the  city’s  popula- 
tion for  the  past  twenty-four  years  is  shown  in  the  table  of  vital 
statistics  on  page  167. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  births  registered  as  Coventry  births  during  the  year  num- 
bered 6,269,  giving  a birthrate  of  20-5  per  1,000  population.  These 
figures  compare  with  5,998  births  in  1960  and  a birth  rate  of  20-61 
for  the  same  year.  Further  details  relating  to  births  occurring  within 
the  city  are  given  elsewhere  under  the  heading  of  “ Midwifery.” 

The  comparable  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  17-4  per 
1,000  population. 

General  Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  as  belonging  to  the  city  during 
the  year  was  2,816  which  gives  a crude  death  rate  of  9-2  per  1,000 
population.  This  compares  with  a death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
of  12-0.  The  major  causes  of  death  during  the  year  under  review 
continue  to  be  heart  disease  and  other  vascular  conditions  ; cancer  ; 
respiratory  conditions  and  tuberculosis.  An  analysis  of  the  various 
causes  of  death  is  given  in  the  appropriate  table  on  page  166.  It  is 
noted  that  60-3  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  registered  occurred  in 
persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  during  1961 
was  147,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  23-4  per  1,000  live  births 
(1960  - 27-29). 

The  infantile  mortality  for  England  and  Wales  was  21-4  per 
1,000  births. 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  during 
1961  was  103,  giving  a neo-natal  mortality  rate  of  16-43  per  1,000 
live  births.  The  comparable  neo-natal  mortality  rate  for  1960  was 
19-84  per  1,000  births. 

Marriage  Rate. 

The  number  of  marriages  solemnised  in  the  city  during  the  year 
was  2,418,  giving  a marriage  rate  (i.e.  number  of  persons  married) 
of  15-74  per  1,000  population.  This  compares  with  14-86  per  1,000 
population  for  the  preceding  year. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  city  was  0-47  per  1,000  total 
births  and  this  compares  with  0-16  for  the  preceding  year.  The  com- 
parative figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  0-33. 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
Poliomyelitis. 

As  against  the  four  persons  who  were  afflicted  with  paralytic 
poliomyelitis  in  1960,  there  were  no  cases  occurring  in  Coventry 
during  1961.  It  is,  of  course,  to  be  expected  that  as  more  and  more 
persons  in  the  community  gain  protection  from  this  infection,  the 
more  will  its  pattern  be  of  a sporadic  type.  Such  a state  will  be 
hastened  by  the  likely  introduction  of  the  new  Sabin  polio-vaccine 
which  is  different  from  the  Salk  polio-vaccine,  not  merely  by  reason 
of  its  being  orally  administered  but  also  because  it  offers  the  hope 
of  disseminating  immunity  to  a greater  proportion  of  the  community 
than  those  to  whom  vaccine  was  administered. 

Influenza. 

Influenza  of  a mild  sort  and  of  the  A type  was  present  in  the 
city  during  the  early  weeks  of  1961,  but  it  was  not  a markedly 
“ influenza  year  ” as  the  term  now  is.  Throughout  any  year  there 
are  in  Coventry,  as  in  other  urban  areas,  large  numbers  of  people 
affected  by  upper  respiratory  conditions  caused  by  such  viruses  as 
the  rhinoviruses,  the  E.C.H.O.  viruses  and  the  syncytial  virus,  and 
the  name  “ flu  ” is  loosely  ascribed  to  them.  As  influenza  is  not  a 
notifiable  disease  the  public  health  authorities  rely  on  the  practices 
and  hospitals  in  their  area  and  the  local  branch  of  the  Ministry  of 
Pensions  and  National  Insurance  to  give  local  indications  of  epi- 
demicity  while  the  W.H.O.  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  give  intelli- 
gence of  the  spread  of  the  disease  across  the  world,  a spread  which 
under  modern  conditions  of  transport  is  more  rapid. 

Diphtheria. 

No  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during  1961  in  Coventry.  The 
last  year  in  which  cases  were  notified  was  in  1959  when  six  cases 
occurred.  However,  cases  of  diphtheria  occur  with  regularity  each 
year  throughout  the  country.  Such  outbreaks  have  not,  as  yet,  given 
rise  to  large  epidemics  but  the  danger  of  this  is  ever  with  us.  The 
term  “ irradication  ” which  is  often  employed  nowadays  in  connec- 
tion with  communicable  disease  is  probably  a misnomer  — diseases 
of  this  sort  are  quelled,  not  irradicated  wholly,  and  diphtheria  is  a 
case  in  point.  The  community’s  protection  is  a child  population  with 
high  immunity  and  efforts  to  achieve  this  end  both  on  the  part  of  the 
health  workers  and  parents  alike,  should  be  unremitting. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Twenty-four  incidents  affecting  a total  of  748  persons  were 
reported  to  the  department  in  1961.  In  the  case  of  food  poisoning 
what  is  notified  is  always  a diminuted  picture  of  what  really  happened 
within  the  community.  It  can  be  relied  upon  that  incidents  affecting 
a large  group  of  sufferers  (especially  when  these  sufferers  are  able  to 
meet  and  compare  symptons)  will  be  notified.  But  throughout  the 
city  mild  infections  within  the  family  group,  and  infections  of  varying 
severity  affecting  scattered  individuals  will  not  come  to  the  depart- 
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merits  notice.  The  significance  of  this  is  seen  on  close  examination  of 
the  twenty-four  incidents  reported  during  1961,  four  of  which 
involved  715  of  the  748  persons  notified  to  us  during  that  year.  Three 
of  the  incidents  occurred  in  schools  and  one  in  the  canteen  of  a large 
industrial  concern.  The  organism  responsible  in  all  these  large 
outbreaks  was  Clostridium  welchii,  and  in  three  the  vehicle  was 
steak  and  kidney  pie.  As  is  usual  in  food  poisoning  of  this  type  the 
infection  was  slight,  the  illness  mild  and  transitory,  lasting  a few 
hours  at  the  most.  Again,  as  is  usual  in  this  type,  the  cause  was  more 
culinary  than  hygienic  in  that  under-cooking  and  re-heating  were 
the  faults.  Nineteen  of  the  remaining  incidents  affecting  thirty-one 
persons  were  caused  by  Salmonellae,  twenty-six  of  these  cases  arising 
from  infection  with  Salmonella  typhi-murium.  In  one  incident  the 
exotoxin  of  staphylococcus  aureus  was  responsible  for  the  poisoning. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Salmonella  typhi-murium  figures  largely  in 
the  reported  cases  as  it  did  in  1960.  One  possible  reason  for  such 
prominence  is  that  the  symptons  of  this  infection  are  apt  to  be  mark- 
edly uncomfortable  with  the  natural  consequence  that  the  sufferer 
seeks  treatment  during  which  the  cause  of  his  condition  is  revealed 
by  faecal  swab. 

In  an  endeavour  to  discover  the  source  and  mode  of  spread  of 
Salmonella  typhi-murium  species  of  organisms,  a special  investiga- 
tion of  the  meat  passing  through  the  Coventry  Public  Abattoir  was 
commenced  in  January,  1960,  as  home  grown  abattoir  slaughtered 
beef  and  pig  meat  is  recognised  as  an  occasional  vehicle  for  human 
salmonella  food  poisoning.  Swabs  were  placed  weekly  in  the  gullies 
of  the  drainage  system  of  the  Abattoir. 

The  findings  of  this  survey  proved  to  be  negative,  as  the  sero- 
types isolated  from  the  200  sewer  swabs  over  a twelve  months  period 
31st  January,  1960  to  31st  January,  1961,  were  in  the  main  dissimilar 
to  those  causing  overt  human  infections  in  the  city  during  the  same 
period. 

Dysentery. 

During  the  year  1,431  cases  of  suspected  dysentery  were  notified 
and  501  of  these  were  proven  on  pathological  investigations.  There 
is  in  urban  society  a degree  of  inevitability  of  this  infection.  In 
close-knit  groups  of  young  children  Sonne  type  dysentery  is  probably 
always  present,  sometimes  giving  rise  to  an  occasional  frank  clinical 
case  with  symptons  and  sometimes,  when  the  conditions  are  right 
(generally  in  the  colder  months  of  the  year),  flaring  to  epidemic 
proportions.  It  is  a contagious  infection  not  easy  to  control.  Small 
fingers  and  small  thumbs  (the  latter  generally  kept  for  convenience 
inside  the  mouth)  are  the  handiest  instruments  for  spreading  the 
infection  especially  as  the  very  young  child  is  particularly  susceptible 
to  this  disease. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

During  the  year  three  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  notified 
The  first  case  was  an  Indian  boy,  aged  7 years,  who  had  been  in  this 
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country  for  less  than  three  weeks.  The  second  case  was  a lady  aged 
77  years,  from  whose  faeces  salmonella  typhosum  was  isolated 
whilst  she  was  in  hospital.  As  sometimes  occurs  exhaustive  treatment 
failed  to  clear  up  the  condition  and  she  remains  an  intermittent 
excreter  of  the  organism.  The  third  case  was  a Pakistani  who  had 
been  admitted  to  hospital  for  removal  of  appendix.  Sustained  pyrexia 
during  his  stay  at  the  Convalescent  Home  revealed  the  condition. 

All  three  cases  were  of  a mild  type. 

Measles. 

This  disease  followed  its  usual  two  year  cycle  and  1961  was  an 
epidemic  year,  producing  a record  number  of  notifications,  namely 
6,789  cases.  Although  a common  disease  it  is  one  not  without 
dangers  ; despite  its  low  fatality  rate  (amongst  some  peoples  of  the 
world — and  in  Great  Britain  in  centuries  past  it  rates  as  one  of  the 
killer  diseases)  it  can  leave  behind  a trail  of  disability.  It  is  on 
account  of  this  that  such  efforts  are  being  made,  especially  in  the 
U.S.A.,  to  find  a satisfactory  vaccine  for  mass  use. 


Notifications  and  Deaths  from  Measles  1940- 
(England  and  Wales) 

-1961 

Corrected  Notifications: 

Deaths 

1940 

409,521  

857 

1945 

446,796  

729 

1950 

367,725  

221 

1955 

693,803  

174 

1960 

159,364  

31 

1961 

748,701  

148 

(first 

nine  months  only) 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  record  figures  for  notifications 
of  the  disease  in  the  city  merely  reflected  the  national  tendency. 


Survey  of  Enteroviruses  and  Pathogenic  Bacteria. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Epidemiological  Research  section  of 
the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Colindale,  (the  local  Public 
Health  Laboratory  participating),  there  has  been  taking  place  a nation 
wide  survey  of  enteroviruses  and  pathogenic  bacteria  in  the  faeces  of 
normal  children  0 — 4 years  of  age,  a survey  in  which  the  Health 
Department  has  been  responsible  for  the  collection  and  transmis- 
sion of  specimens.  The  collection  of  specimens  began  in  July,  1961. 
Results  of  this  survey,  when  collected  and  collated,  will  be  published. 

Scabies. 

There  were  20  patients  treated  for  scabies  at  the  Cleansing 
Centre,  Gulson  Road  Clinic,  during  the  year. 

The  Centre  is  open  daily  for  women  and  children  from  9.30 
a.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  and  for  men  four  evenings  per  week. 
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The  work  of  the  unit  was  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Scabies 

Patients 

Treatments 

Male  Adults  

4 

8 

Female  Adults  

2 

4 

School  Children  

12 

22 

Children  under  5 years 

2 

2 

Total  

20 

36 

Cleansing. 

Male 18 

Female  1 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 

The  treatment  centre  is  situated  at  the  Coventry  & Warwickshire 
Hospital,  Stoney  Stanton  Road,  under  the  control  of  the  local 
(Group  20)  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

It  will  be  observed  hereunder  that  there  has  been  a further 
increase  in  the  number  of  new  patients  seeking  attention  at  the 
Coventry  & Warwickshire  Hospital  Special  Clinic.  The  elevated 
incidence  of  frank  venereal  infection,  mostly  gonorrhoea,  now 
taking  place  in  the  country  as  a whole  points  particularly  to  an  in- 
creased promiscuity  in  the  teenage  population.  It  is  evident  too 
that  the  influx  of  immigrant  population  has  had  direct  effect  in 
producing  an  enhanced  number  of  cases. 

Reference  to  statistics  for  the  past  three  years  shows  the  follow- 
ing totals  of  patients  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  at  the  centre. 

(N.B.  Figures  in  brackets  indicate  Coventry  residents.) 
1959=778(709);  1960=850(742);  1961  = 1,191(1,015) 

Of  the  total  figure  for  1961,  some  924(779)  proved  on  investiga- 
tion to  be  non-venereal  in  type  : as  usually  designated  in  this 
country.  It  is  of  interest  to  note,  that  21  out  of  the  924  cases  men- 
tioned above  were  due  to  Yaws,  a disease  which  essentially  originates 
from  the  agricultural  areas  of  tropical  countries  usually  having 
hurnid  climates.  It  seems  likely,  therefore,  that  cases  brought  to 
notice  at  the  Coventry  & Warwickshire  hospital  relate  to  immigrants. 

It  is  noted  that  the  total  number  of  patients  remaining  under 
treatment  or  observation  at  the  Clinic  as  at  31st  December,  1961, 
was  320,  and  this  compares  with  481  in  1959  and  485  in  1958.  The 
number  of  new  patients  treated  for  gonorrhoea  in  1961  was  at  227 
compared  with  235  in  1960  ; 151  in  1958  and  128  in  1957.  New 
patients  treated  for  syphilis  at  the  clinic  numbered  40  in  1961,  21 
in  1960  ; 13  in  1959  ; 45  in  1958  and  48  in  1957. 

Comparative  figures  are  available  this  year  which  provide 
interesting  information  as  to  the  incidence  of  venereal  infections  for 
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1960 — 61.  Whereas  for  example  the  incidence  of  gonorrhoea  for 
England  and  Wales  increased  by  7-3%  in  1960,  and  by  a further 
10%  in  1961  ; the  comparative  position  for  the  Region  of  the  Birm- 
ingham Hospital  Board  shows  an  increase  of  10%  in  1960  and  30-4% 
in  1961.  This  latter  considerable  elevation  aflFected  both  males  and 
females  in  fairly  equal  proportions. 

From  a specific  national  clinical  study  of  incidence  in  Teenagers 
it  is  evident  that  gonorrhoea  has  increased  persistently  since  1957  : 
much  more  decidedly  in  females  than  in  males  in  the  proportion  of 
four  to  one.  A similar  comparative  incidence  applies  to  Coventry 
teenage  cases  (15 — 19  years)  in  the  proportion  of  five  females  to  one 
male.  It  is  also  noted  that  although  the  incidence  of  gonorrhoea  in 
Coventry  (all  cases)  is  higher  than  could  be  desired  yet  there  is  a 
slight,  but  heartening,  drop  in  numbers  ascertained  from  241  new 
cases  in  1959,  to  235  in  1960,  to  227  in  1961. 

Concerning  syphilis,  the  number  of  cases  in  England  and  Wales 
(all  types)  has  seemingly  increased  from  3,518  in  1960  to  4,057  in 
1961.  There  has  also  been  an  increase  in  Coventry,  in  somewhat 
similar  ratio  although,  obviously  the  comparative  number  involved 
is  quite  small. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

A further  commentary  on  Tuberculosis  appears  at  page  52. 
(Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care) 

Live  Register  of  Tuberculosis  Patients 


Non 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Total  Cases 

Cases 

Cases 

(All  Forn 

is) 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1 . No.  on  Register  at  1 . 1 . 1 96 1 

1,683 

1,166 

2,849 

169 

175 

344 

1,852 

1,341 

3,193 

2.  Cases  notified  (or  other- 

wise  coming  to  knowledge) 

in  1961  

99 

48 

147 

11 

13 

24 

no 

61 

171 

3.  Cases  restored  to  Register 

4 

1 

5 

2 

— 

2 

6 

1 

7 

4.  Cases  removed  from 

Register  1961 

313 

209 

522 

33 

24 

57 

346 

233 

579 

5.  No.  on  Register  at 

2,850 

at  31.12.1961  

1,408 

1,028 

2,536 

149 

165 

314 

1,557 

1,193 

24 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Gordon  Evans  and  his  staff  for  his  Report 
on  the  Work  of  Mass  Radiography  in  Coventry  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1961. 

34,370  Coventry  residents  were  x-rayed  during  the  year,  some 
7,000  more  than  in  1960.  75  newly  discovered  tuberculous  conditions 
and  71  non-tuberculous  conditions  were  referred  to  the  Chest 
Clinic  or  Hospital  for  further  investigation.  26  of  the  tuberculous 
cases  were  found  to  be  active  and  requiring  treatment.  The  incidence 
is  somewhat  lower  than  last  year,  being  0-76  per  1,000  as  against 
1-00  per  1,000.  The  significant  fact  is  that  these  26  cases  were  found 
in  groups  who  had  volunteered  for  a purely  routine  chest  x-ray 
examination,  and  had  no  suspicion  that  they  might  have  active 
disease. 

13  cases  of  bronchial  carcinoma  were  discovered,  as  against  10 
in  1960.  Allowing  for  the  increase  in  the  number  of  people  x-rayed, 
there  is  a still  further  increase  in  the  incidence  and  it  is  more  than 
double  that  of  1959. 

The  following  tables  give  the  breakdown  into  main  groups  of 
the  total  number  x-rayed.  Table  I giving  details  of  the  tuberculous 
abnormalities  and  Table  11  the  non-tuberculous  abnormalities. 

Table  I 


New  Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Discovered  and  Referred 

to  Chest  Clinic 


Total  number  referred  and  final  assessment 

CROUP 

Number 

X-rayed 

Total 

number 

referred 

Number 

per 

1,000 

Number 
of  active 
cases 
requiring 
immediate 
treatment 

Number 

per 

1,000 

Number 

requiring 

out-patient 

supervision 

Inactive 
tuberculous 
lesion  not 
requiring 
supervision 

1.  Organised  Groups 
(factories,  offices, 
etc.)  

26,395 

59 

2-24 

22 

0-83 

28 

9 

2.  General  Public  

6,360 

10 

1-57 

2 

0-31 

7 

1 

3.  Ante-natal 

500 

4 

800 

2 

400 

1 

1 

4.  Mantoux  positive 
school  children  

545 

2 

3-61 

2 

5.  Contacts  of 
Mantoux  positive 
school  children  

400 

6.  General  Prac- 
titioners referrals 

170 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Totals  

34,370 

75 

218 

26 

0-76 

38 

11 

25 


Table  II 

New  non-Tuberculous  abnormalities  discovered  and  referred  to 

Chest  Clinic  or  Hospital 


Total  number  referred  and  final  assessment 

Group 

Total 

Number 

X-rayed 

Number 
referred 
to  Chest 
Clinic  or 
Hospital 

Number 

per 

1,000 

Bronchial  carcinoma 

Bronchiectasis 

Inflammatory 

condition 

Bronchitis  and 

emphysema 

Spontaneous  1 

pneumothorax  | 

l^eumoconiosis 

Non-malignant  1 

neoplasm  I 

Sarcoids 

Cardiac  conditions 

Miscellaneous  chest 

conditions 

fganised  Groups 
ictories,  offices, 
-■•)  

26,395 

51 

1-93 

9 

4 

11 

11 

7 

1 

4 

2 

2 

cneral  Public  

6,360 

16 

2-52 

4 

3 

4 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

nte-natal  Patients 

500 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

jantoux  Positive 
rfhool  Children 

545 

— 

— 

lontacts  of 
lantoux  Positive 
(hool  Children 

400 

leneral  Practition- 
15  referrals 

170 

4 

23-53 



— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

u 

34,370 

71 

2-07 

13 

7 

15 

14 

1 

9 

1 

5 

3 

3 

Group  1 (Organised  Surveys).  We  continue  to  get  good  support 
for  our  factory  surveys  which  still  give  a significant  yield 
of  both  tuberculosis  and  non-tuberculous  abnormalities. 


1 

j 

i 

1 


! 


1 
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Group  2 (General  Public).  This  was  mainly  a survey  which,  by 
the  courtesy  of  the  General  Manager,  we  were  able  to 
hold  at  Owen  Owen  store.  Unfortunately,  the  number  of 
people  coming  forward  for  x-ray  was  not  as  large  as  for  a 
similar  survey  held  in  1958. 

Group  3 Again  the  two  active  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  gives 
the  highest  incidence  of  all  groups.  Now  that  the  General 
Practitioners  have  taken  over  most  of  the  ante-natal  care 
it  is  hoped  that  a scheme  may  be  developed  to  provide 
the  General  Practitioners  with  large  film  x-ray  facilities 
for  their  ante-natal  patients.. 

Group  4 (Mantoux  positive  school  children).  No  active  cases  were 
discovered  in  this  group  during  the  year.  It  is  thought 
essential,  however,  to  continue  this  service  with  a possibil- 
lity  of  extending  it  so  that  all  Mantoux  positive  children 
should  be  x-rayed  annually  whilst  they  continue  at  school. 
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Group  5 (Contacts  of  Mantoux  positive  school  children).  This  was 
an  attempt  to  x-ray  the  parents  and  other  close  contacts 
of  the  Mantoux  positive  children.  Although  special 
arrangements  were  made  — each  household  being  first 
visited  and  then  given  appointments  to  attend  the  Caravan 
Unit  which  held  an  afternoon  and  evening  session  on  six 
separate  sites,  in  the  city  — the  response  was  disappoint- 
ing. Approximately  36%  of  those  invited  to  attend 
presented  themselves  for  x-ray. 

Group  6 (General  Practitioners  referrals).  A scheme  was  started 
in  November  with  the  Caravan  Unit  to  provide  a weekly 
service  throughout  the  winter.  The  Unit  made  weekly 
visits  to  15  sites  in  the  city  at  specified  times  during  the 
week.  The  object  of  this  was  to  save  the  patients  unneces- 
sary travelling  and  to  relieve  the  hospital  during  the  winter 
months. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT  1948-1961 

The  following  “ diary  ” is  not  complete,  but  it  does  give  some 
idea  of  material  progress  in  many  Coventry  Health  Department 
provisions  since  1948. 

1948  Preparation  of  schemes  under  Sections  22  to  29  and  also  51  of 

the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

Re-organisation  of  Health  Department  staff  to  undertake  the 
above  work  (as  also  that  under  the  National  Assistance  Act). 
Direct  provision  of  Home  Nursing  Service  transferred  from 
voluntary  organisation. 

City  Ambulance  Depot  transferred  from  Abbots  Lane  to 
premises  of  Hospital  Saturday  Fund  (Section  27)  — tem- 
porary, part  agency  arrangements. 

1949  8,  Park  Road,  approved  as  key  Training  Home  for  District 

Nurses  (Section  25). 

“ Meals  on  Wheels  ” Service  provided  by  Local  Health 
Authority  on  25th  July,  for  up  to  100  meals  daily  (Section 
28,  National  Health  Service  Act). 

Health  Visiting  Follow-up  of  Accidents  occurring  in  the  Home 
instituted  (Sections  24  and  28). 

1950  “Contact  Clinic”  for  child  contacts  of  tuberculous  persons 

instituted  at  Gulson  Road  Clinic  (Section  28). 

Extensions  to  Queen  Phillipa  Day  Nursery — 15  additional 
places  (Section  22). 

Opening  of  Sessional  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic, 
Whoberley  (Section  22). 

1951  Ambulance  Service  : Radio-telecommunications  service 

installed.  (Section  27). 

Building  commenced  on  Monks  Park  Day  Nursery.  (Section 

22). 

1952  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sessional  Clinic,  Bell  Green 

Community  Centre  (Section  22). 

Opening  of  Burns  Road  Occupation  Centre  (for  60  mentally 
handicapped).  (Section  51). 

1953  Pilot  Scheme  commenced  in  Cheylesmore  area  for  initial 

amalgamation  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School 
Health  Medical  and  Nursing  Services  (1st  January). 

Monks  Park  Day  Nursery  opened  January.  (Section  22). 

1954  Extension  of  “ Amalgamation  Scheme.” 

Sessional  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  opened.  Wind- 
mill Road.  (Section  22). 

Broad  Street  Joint  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School 
Health  Clinic  in  advanced  state  of  building.  (Section  22). 
B.C.G.  Vaccination  arrangements  approved  (7th  February, 
1954)  by  Ministry  of  Health  (Section  28). 

1955  Papenham  Green  Day  Nursery  opened,  April  13th  (Section  22). 

“ Amalgamation  Scheme  ” completed  for  Medical  and 
Nursing  Staff. 
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Broad  Street  Joint  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School 
Health  Clinic  opened  (Section  22). 

Opening  of  a Sessional  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  at 
St.  Barbara’s  Church  Hall,  Earlsdon.  (Section  22). 

Partial  decentralisation  of  Home  Helps  Service  to  Bell  Green 
and  Holbrooks  areas  respectively  (Section  29). 

1956  Occupational  Therapy  Service  commenced  for  domiciliary 

tuberculous  patients  (Section  28). 

Tile  Hill  Joint  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School 
Health  Clinic  opened  (Section  22). 

Poliomyelitis  Immunisation  Scheme  started  in  Coventry. 
(Section  26). 

Introduction  of  2 weeks’  Training  Course  for  Trainee  Home 
Helps.  (Section  29). 

Sessional  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  Willenhall, 
opened.  (Section  22). 

1957  Ad  hoc  transport  provision.  Home  Nursing  Service  (Section 

25). 

Extension  of  further  decentralisation  plans  envisaged  for 
Home  Helps  to  Wyken  and  Tile  Hill  (Section  29). 

Opening  of  Yardley  Street  Occupation  Centre.  (Section  51). 
Anti-Poliomyelitis  Immunisation  Scheme  continued  in  line 
with  available  supplies  of  vaccine.  (Section  26). 

Health  and  Welfare  Services  Handbook  prepared  and  issued 
in  conjunction  with  Public  Relations  Department. 

1958  General  Practitioner  Suites  opened  to  complete  Tile  Hill 

Health  Centre  project  (Section  21). 

Stoke  Aldermoor  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  — 
building  commenced.  (Section  22). 

Torrington  Avenue  Adult  Training  Centre  (120  places)  — 
building  commenced  December. 

1959  Stoke  Aldermoor  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  com- 

pleted and  officially  opened  on  25th  June,  1959.  (Section  22). 
New  Torrington  Avenue  Adult  Training  Centre  nearing 
completion  by  the  turn  of  the  year.  (Section  28). 

P.S.W.  Arrangement  at  Tile  Hill  Health  Centre,  December, 
1959. 

1960  New  Coundon  Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Centre  opened. 

(Section  22). 

Opening  of  Coventry  (Public  Health)  Senior  Training  Centre, 
Torrington  Avenue.  (Section  28). 

Work  commenced  on  new  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  Bell  Green. 

Mental  Health  proposals  approved  by  Minister  of  Health. 
(Section  28). 

1961  New  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  brought  into  use  at 
Bell  Green  on  2nd  October,  1961.  (Section  22).  Extension  to 
Burns  Road  Training  Centre  (20  places),  opened  2nd  October, 

1961.  (Section  28). 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICE 

Section  22 

The  increase  in  births  over  the  last  five  years  (increasing  the 
under-five  population  by  1,700)  more  makes  a big  demand  on  the 
almost  static  services.  The  slight  gain  in  Health  Visiting  staff  can 
not  satisfactorily  cover  the  increase  and  there  is  no  possibility  of  the 
extra  attention  which  might  prevent  the  developing  problem  Emilies 
or  assist  the  promotion  of  mental  health.  In  addition,  poliomyelitis 
immunisation  drives  have  from  time  to  time  disrupted  the  routine 
visiting.  Overcrowding  at  some  of  the  infant  welfare  centres  has 
been  reported  by  doctors,  health  visitors  and  mothers  but  the  limita- 
tions of  premises,  staff  and  finance  only  allowed  the  additional 
opening  of  one  infant  welfare  and  two  toddlers’  sessions. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Bell  Green  clinic  came  into  use  towards  the  end  of  the  year  so 
that  it  was  possible  to  provide  a toddlers’  clinic  and  a session  for 
relaxation  and  mother-craft  in  addition  to  the  two  infant  welfare 
clinics  and  one  ante-natal  previously  held  in  the  Community  Centre. 
The  health  visitors  from  this  area  are  now  de-centralised  and  have 
very  pleasant  quarters  from  which  to  work.  There  are  six  purpose- 
built  clinics  and  six  adapted  premises  used  by  health  visitors  for 
offices.  Seven  church  halls  and  one  community  centre  are  still  in 
use  for  clinic  sessions.  Weekly  sessions  held  are  : 

28  infant  welfare  sessions 
1 1 toddlers’ 

7 ante-natal 

8 mothercraft  and  relaxation 

3 for  contraceptive  advice 

1 paediatric  consultative  session. 

The  plans  for  a community  building  for  Allesley,  to  be  shared 
by  various  corporation  departments  unfortunately  fell  through.  It 
was  hoped  to  be  able  to  use  these  premises  for  an  infant  welfare 
session  but  this  thickly  populated  area  remains  unserved. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

Provision  is  as  previously  reported  ; the  main  policy  being  to 
admit  mothers  in  premature  labour  to  hospital,  if  possible,  so  that 
special  facilities  for  care  are  available  from  birth.  The  premature 
birth  rate  in  Coventry  tends  to  be  high  — 8-5%  of  total  births.  The 
last  year  for  which  comparable  England  and  Wales  figures  are 
available  is  1959,  when  the  rate  was  7-7%  and  the  Coventry  rate  was 
then  also  8-5%. 

The  following  are  statistics  of  premature  live  births  occurring 
within  the  city  during  1961  : — 

1.  The  number  of  live  premature  babies  notified  in  the  city 
was  478. 
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2.  or  the  above,  131  were  born  at  home,  206  in  Gulson 
Hospital,  130  in  Keresley  Hospital,  3 in  other  institutions 
and  8 in  nursing  homes. 

3.  Of  those  born  at  home  (131),  32  were  transferred  to  hospital 
within  24  hours  ; of  the  99  remaining  in  their  own  homes, 
2 died  in  the  first  24  hours  and  97  were  alive  at  the  expiration 
of  one  month. 

4.  Of  those  born  in  Gulson  Hospital  (206),  26  died  in  the  first 
24  hours  and  174  were  alive  at  the  expiration  of  one  month. 

5.  Of  those  born  in  Keresley  Hospital  (130),  19  died  in  the 
first  24  hours  and  106  were  alive  at  the  expiration  of  one 
month. 

6.  Of  those  born  in  nursing  homes  (8),  all  were  alive  at  the 
expiration  of  one  month. 

This  subject  has  been  further  commented  on  in  the  following 
Survey  of  Infant  Wastage  made  in  1961. 

Infant  Wastage  - 1961 

In  1961  the  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  set  out  to  complete 
comprehensive  reports  on  all  stillbirths  and  infant  deaths,  with  a 
view  to  trying  to  discover  any  outstanding  circumstances  or  pointers 
to  preventive  measures  that  might  be  taken.  Certain  national  facts 
have  been  remarked  over  the  years,  e.g.  while  Infant  Mortality  rates 
have  fallen  steadily,  this  has  chiefly  been  due  to  a reduction  in  the 
7 day  to  1 year  group.  The  reduction  in  deaths  under  7 days  gives 
no  cause  for  satisfaction.  The  fine  distinction  between  a stillbirth  and 
an  infant  who  dies  within  a few  hours  of  birth  is  now  considered  to 
be  fallacious  and  the  newer  perinatal  mortality  rate  appears  to  be 
a better  guide  to  the  trends  in  infant  wastage.  This  rate  is  the  number 
of  stillbirths  and  deaths  in  the  first  seven  days  per  1,000  live  and 
stillbirths.  The  Infant  Mortality  rate  in  Coventry  has  been  consist- 
ently above  the  National  average  and  though  there  are  certain 
observed  facts  such  as  rates  rising  from  Southern  areas  to  North 
and  from  Social  class  I to  V,  so  that  geographical  situation  and 
composition  of  population  are  factors,  one  would  have  expected 
the  material  prosperity  of  Coventry  to  have  been  beneficial  and  one 
wonders  why  the  rate  is  higher  than  certain  other  Midland  County 
Boroughs  of  comparable  size. 

248  enquiries  were  returned  and  though  all  were  not  complete 
in  all  facets  some  interesting  facts  have  emerged.  There  were  17 
twins  (6  pairs,  5 singles)  or  1 in  14.5  infants  lost  was  a twin.  As 
about  1 in  80  births  are  twins  this  bears  out  the  known  high  risk  to 
twins.  Perinatal  deaths  numbered  194  and  54  occurred  between  7 
days  and  1 year.  The  perinatal  mortality  rate  was  32-2. 

Prematurity. 

The  prematurity  rate  was  8-3%  of  total  births,  7-4%  registered 
live  births  were  premature  and  60%  registered  Still  births.  13 
infants  were  under  28  weeks  gestation.  Had  these  not  survived  a 
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few  minutes  they  would  not  even  have  been  rcgisterable.  I'hey  include 
one  20  weeks  gestation  weighing  6 oz.  said  to  have  shown  signs  of 
life  for  15  minutes  and  one  26  weeks  gestation  weighing  12  oz.  and 
living  15  minutes,  born  of  a mother  with  severe  toxaemia.  These 
are  cases  which  no  premature  baby  service  would,  in  the  present 
state  of  knowledge,  expect  to  rear,  and  prevention  is  tied  up  with 
prevention  of  prematurity.  Had  these  13  infants  not  survived  birth 
and  been  registered,  the  Coventry  Infant  Mortality  rate  would  have 
been  reduced  by  2 to  2 T3  and  the  perinatal  mortality  rate  to  30-4. 

Prematurity  has  long  been  known  to  be  the  largest  single  cause 
of  infant  wastage.  119  (54  S.B.  and  65  L.B.)  out  of  194  perinatal 
deaths  were  in  premature  infants  (60%).  Only  nine  of  the  54  who 
died  between  the  seventh  day  and  first  year  were  premature  (16-7%). 
Prematurity  is  by  international  agreement  defined  according  to 
birth  weight  — under  53  lb.  or  2,500  gm.  This  is  understandable 
because  weight  is  definitely  measurable  while  period  of  gestation  is 
not.  However,  it  is  interesting  to  take  into  consideration  the  period 
of  gestation.  Those  full  term  infants  — possibly  born  to  parents  or 
races  of  small  physique  — under  53  lb.  are  classed  as  premature  yet 
they  would  stand  a better  chance  of  survival  than  those  also  prema- 
ture by  gestation  period.  In  this  series  of  65  live  born  premature 
infants  40  were  under  3 lb.  4 oz.  (1,500  gm.)  and  37  said  to  be  under 
32  weeks  gestation.  Only  1 1 were  stated  to  be  36-40  weeks  gestation 
and  all  except  3 were  under  4 lb.  15  oz.  (2,250  gm.)  at  birth.  A very 
high  proportion  therefore  stood  a poor  chance  of  survival  and  it 
appears  probable  that  a higher  proportion  of  premature  infants  born 
in  Coventry  are  of  lower  birth  weight  than  the  national  average. 
In  the  Ministry  of  Health  report  on  Prevention  of  Prematurity  and 
Care  of  Premature  infants  (1961)  the  figures  for  1959  quoted  were 
11-5%  of  all  premature  births  under  3 lb.  4 oz.  and  51  % over  4 lb. 
15  oz.  The  Coventry  figures  for  1961  were  18-3%  under  3 lb.  4 oz. 
and  43-3%  over  4 lb.  15  oz. 

It  has  also  been  remarked  by  many  observers  that  in  a large 
proportion  of  cases  there  is  no  known  cause  for  prematurity.  In 
this  series  66%  of  those  born  alive  were  certified  as  dying  from  pre- 
maturity alone.  15%  were  traced  to  causes  such  as  maternal 
toxaemia,  diabetes  or  abnormal  foetus  and  1 8-5  % were  twins.  There 
were  also  22  stillborn  babies  which  died  prematurely  in  utero  for 
no  apparent  cause. 

It  is  obvious  that  live  born  premature  infants  stand  the  best 
chance  of  survival  if  cared  for  in  a special  unit.  The  report  recom- 
mends special  units  attached  to  large  or  medium-sized  maternity 
units  with  6 cots  for  premature  or  sick  new  born  infants  per  1,000 
hospital  and  domiciliary  live  births.  This  36  bed  unit  which  would 
be  required  in  Coventry  does  not  exist  but  this  investigation  suggests 
that  good  results  are  obtained  from  the  limited  facilities  available. 
Preferably,  premature  infants  should  be  born  in  the  special  units  to 
obviate  transfer,  but  with  the  shortage  of  hospital  beds  in  Coventry 
more  cases  at  risk  will  be  booked  for  home  confinement.  The  overall 
hospital  confinement  rate  in  1961  was  50-2%  and  as  this  includes 


32 


those  admitted  as  emergencies  the  original  hospital  booking  rate 
would  be  well  below  50.  Midwives  are  instructed  that  where  prema- 
ture labour  occurs,  the  mother  should  be  transferred  to  hospital  in 
time  for  delivery.  This  is  not  always  possible  if  they  are  summoned 
late  in  labour  but  then  the  infant  is  transferred  as  soon  as  possible 
after  birth.  For  this  purpose  a specially  designed  travelling  cot  is 
kept  always  ready,  i.e.  heated  to  the  correct  temperature  and  with 
oxygen  available,  at  the  Ambulance  station  and  this  can  be  plugged 
in  to  the  Ambulance  battery  to  maintain  heat  during  the  journey.  In 
the  series  under  review  87%  were  born  in  hospital,  47%  Booked, 
and  40%  admitted  in  emergency.  This  only  leaves  13%  not  in 
hospital  in  time  for  delivery  and  all  but  2 were  stillbirths  so  it  probably 
was  already  obvious  that  admission  would  not  save  the  baby.  Of  the 
figures  for  all  premature  births,  that  is  including  those  that  survived 
— 70-7%  were  born  in  hospital  and  a quarter  of  the  babies  born  at 
home  were  transferred.  Only  5-4%  of  those  not  born  in  hospital 
(whether  transferred  or  kept  at  home)  failed  to  survive.  This  indicates 
that  good  judgement  is  exercised  and  that  those  kept  at  home  were 
those  for  whom  in  fact  domiciliary  care  was  adequate.  They  would, 
of  course,  include  the  cases  not  in  premature  labour  but  where  the 
baby  by  birth  weight  was  classed  as  premature  yet  had  a good 
chance  of  survival. 


Perinatal  Deaths. 

The  analysis  of  194  cases  is  given  below. 

No  definite  cause  81  46% 

1.  Prematurity  mentioned  49  (inc.  8 twins) 

2.  Intra  uterine  death  before  labour  26  (inc.  2 twins) 

3.  Certified  no  known  cause  6 

Abnormality  of  child  28  13% 

Maternal  toxaemia 24  12-3% 

Complications  of  confinement 

(including  birth  injury)  18  9-4% 

Maternal  haemorrhage  1 8 9-4% 

Rhesus  incompatibility  10  5T% 

Other  maternal  conditions  6 3-1% 

(including  hypertension,  diabetes,  fibroids) 

Neonatal  pneumonia  4 2-1% 

Post  maturity  3 T5% 

No  attention  at  birth 

(1  born  in  W.C.,  1 breech  head  undelivered  on 

arrival  at  hospital)  2 1% 

This  again  serves  to  emphasise  the  unknown  and  therefore 
unpreventable  factors  — prematurity,  intra  uterine  deaths,  congen- 


ital abnormalities  and  the  large  proportion  of  infant  wastage 
attributable  to  these.  There  is  the  much  smaller  field  where  we  strive 
for  improvement  by  improving  maternity  services  generally  — mat- 
ernal toxaemia,  complications  of  confinement,  post  maturity. 
Rhesus  incompatability  in  this  series  was  down  to  the  hard  core  of 
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unpreventables  — old  standing  cases  where  death  occurred  before 
modern  life  saving  techniques  could  be  instituted. 

Infant  Wastage  by  Nationality. 

It  has  been  the  impression  that  this  has  been  greater  in  the  non- 
native population.  In  1961  the  Health  Visitors  therefore  recorded 
the  Nationality  of  both  parents  and  it  was  hoped  to  have  the  census 
figures  of  population  by  Nationalities  to  allow  calculation  of  relative 
rates.  These  are,  however,  not  yet  available  and  though  the  table  is 
included  it  is  difficult  to  draw  conclusions. 

Families  involved 


Total 

Perinatal 

{i.e.  allowing 

Nationality 

British 

(classified  by  mother  but 

deaths 

deaths 

for  twins) 

chiefly  both  parents) 

Irish 

174 

138 

167 

(mostly  both  parents) 

Indian  and  Pakistan 

24 

18 

23 

(mostly  both  parents) 

West  Indian 

9 

4 

9 

(both  parents) 

Other 

(Greek,  Polish,  Latvian 

7 

6 

5 

Italian,  mixed) 

6 

6 

5 

Not  stated 

28 

22 

28 

248 

194 

237 

Though  numbers  are  small,  the  relation  of  perinatal  deaths  to 
later  infant  deaths  seems  reversed  in  Indians,  possibly  indicating 
that  they  are  not  so  subject  to  complications  of  pregnancy  and  child- 
birth, but  more  subject  to  later  factors,  the  principle  cause  of  suc- 
cumbing later  being  pneumonia.  In  the  West  Indian  deaths  there 
were  two  sets  of  twins  which  died  in  the  perinatal  period. 

Infant  deaths  after  the  seventh  day  54 

Pneumonia  or  \ (alone)  

Acute  bronchitis  / 

Congenital  abnormalities  : 

(pneumonia  may  have  been  terminal) 

Heart  

Meningocele  

Multiple  and  other  

Inhalation  of  vomit  

Gastro  enteritis  

Haemolytic  anaemia  

Strangulated  hernia  


34 


The  reduction  in  deaths  in  this  group  has  mainly  been  due  to 
decline  in  infections,  but  infections  of  the  chest  are  still  the  first 
cause,  followed  by  congenital  abnormalities.  Gastro-enteritis  still 
takes  a small  toll  as  also  does  inhalation  of  vomit. 

Illegitimacy. 

This  was  noted  in  roughly  10%  of  enquiries  which  makes  it 
appear  that  this  is  becoming  a less  important  factor,  though  the  rate 
is  higher  than  for  legitimate  children.  The  overall  illegitimacy  rate 
was  5-7%. 

Summary. 

It  would  appear  that  an  important  factor  in  Coventry’s  infant 
wastage  is  the  high  rate  of  extreme  prematurity,  but  that  those 
involved  in  the  maternity  services  — both  hospital  and  local  author- 
ity — appear  to  be  using  what  facilities  exist  to  good  advantage. 
It  will  be  interesting  to  note,  in  a few  years,  the  results  of  a unit 
in  which  there  is  provision  for  ante-natal  beds  as  the  ante-natal 
period  seems  to  be  the  field  for  concentration  in  the  future. 

Dental  Care. 

The  Senior  School  Dentist  (Mr.  J.  A.  Smith)  advises  me  that  the 
following  work  (see  table  page  35)  was  accomplished  during  1961  in 
connection  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service. 

Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits. 

A stock  of  maternity  outfits  is  held  in  the  Health  Department 
to  supply  the  needs  of  expectant  mothers  who  are  to  be  confined 
at  home.  A recommendation  signed  by  the  midwife  or  doctor  is 
required  before  issue. 

In  1961  the  number  of  such  outfits  issued  without  charge  was 
3,460.  The  outfits  have  been  modified  from  time  to  time  on  the 
suggestions  of  attendant  general  practitioners  and  midwives. 

Supply  of  Welfare  Foods. 

National  welfare  foods,  dried  milks  from  a selected  list  and 
other  suitable  preparations  are  stocked  at  the  infant  welfare  centres, 
either  for  sale,  or  if  the  need  is  proved,  for  free  issue. 

During  the  year  sales  to  the  value  of  £14,801  Is.  2d.,  were  made 
at  the  various  centres  ; this  compares  with  £13,970  16s.  4d.,  in  1960 
and  £15,243  1 Is.  3d.,  in  1959. 

The  arrangements  outlined  in  1956  for  the  supply  of  national 
dried  milk,  orange  juice  and  cod  liver  oil  from  a shop  fitted  out  for 
the  purpose  in  the  foyer  of  the  new  Council  Offices,  functioned 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

Sales  of  National  Welfare  Foods  at  all  Clinics  during  1961. 


National  dried  milk  88,511 

Orange  juice  (bottles)  112,628 

Vitamin  tablets  (packets)  13,563 

Cod  Liver  Oil  (bottles)  12,481 


Numbers  provided  with  dental  care. 
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NURSERY  PROVISIONS 


Day  Nurseries. 

With  the  same  number  of  places,  435,  and  increase  in  popula- 
tion there  has  been  great  demand  on  this  service.  It  is,  however, 
policy  that  no  urgent  priority  is  refused  though  this  is  very  often 
difficult  for  the  Matrons  when  all  thein  places  are  full  and  they  are 
forecasting  on  having  some  absentees.  Often  also  they  have  been 
short  of  staff.  One  does  envisage  the  time  when  the  number  of 
places  will  not  even  cover  all  the  urgent  demands  if  the  population 
continues  to  increase.  The  fact  that  the  war  time  nurseries  would 
not  last  for  ever  was  known,  but  with  no  provision  for  replacement 
it  was  hoped  they  would  carry  on  a bit  longer.  However  the  City 
Engineers’  report  on  Whoberley  and  Wyken  nurseries,  that  they 
were  virtually  beyond  any  more  patching  up  and  would  soon  be 
uninhabitable,  has  led  to  replacement  of  these  nurseries  being  in- 
cluded in  the  Corporation  building  programme.  It  is  hoped  they 
may  be  available  in  1963. 

The  Nursery  Training  Scheme  has  become  very  popular  with 
school  leavers.  41  applications  were  received  for  the  course  but  there 
are  only  practical  training  facilities  for  fifteen  in  day  nurseries  and 
about  five  in  nursery  classes.  Eleven  students  completed  the  course 
and  ten  were  successful  in  the  N.N.E.B.  examination. 


DAY  NURSERY 

Number  of 
Places 

Atteni 

)ANCES 

Total 

Attendances 

Age 

0 to  2 years 

Age 

2 to  5 years 

Papenham  Green 

50 

3,884 

5,753 

9,637 

Foleshill 

70 

7,299 

7,329 

14,628 

Monks  Park 

50 

3,577 

5,948 

9,525 

Poole  Road 

40 

2,338 

5,125 

7,463 

Queen  Phillipa 

54 

5,070 

4,750 

9,820 

Stoke  Green 

55 

4,163 

5,954 

10,117 

Whoberley 

40 

1,720 

6,039 

7,759 

Windmill  Road 

36 

2,426 

4,786 

7,212 

Wyken 

40 

3,047 

5,338 

8,385 

Total  

435 

33,524 

51,022 

84,546 

The  total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  was  84,546 
which  over  the  244  days  the  nurseries  were  open  gave  a percentage  of 
80%. 
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Nurseries  and  Child  Minders’  Regulation  Act  1948. 

This  is  not  a satisfactory  act  to  implement.  While  registration 
is  not  legally  enforceable  for  those  who  do  not  take  more  than  two 
children,  there  must  also  be  many  who  should  register  for  three  or 
more  children  but  do  not  in  fact  do  so.  From  1948 — 1961  only  37 
registrations  were  recorded.  Many  of  these  were  already  in  existence 
and  only  legalised  by  registration  when  they  became  known  to  the 
department  by  information  from  health  visitors,  members  of  the 
public  or  advertisements  in  the  press.  Many  registrations  lapse 
after  short  periods  and  at  the  end  of  1960  only  four  for  full  day  care 
remained,  involving  26  children.  In  addition  there  was  one  nursery 
class  for  20  children  functioning  mornings  only  in  school  terms. 

During  1961  there  was  a great  increase  in  applications  and  eight 
registrations  were  confirmed.  Five  of  these  involved  full  day  care  for 
34  children  and  three  part-time  nursery  class  provision  for  25 
children. 
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CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN 
Mother  and  Baby  Home. 

Our  present  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  accommodation 
for  unmarried  expectant  mothers  and  subsequently  for  the  mothers 
and  the  babies,  includes  an  agency  arrangement  with  the  Committee 
of  St.  Faith’s  Shelter,  Coventry.  During  1961  there  were  49  mothers 
and  41  children  accommodated  in  this  shelter,  for  whose  care  and 
maintenance  the  local  health  authority  accepted  financial  respon- 
sibility. 

In  addition  the  department  has  accepted  responsibility  for  the 
maintenance  of  37  unmarried  mothers  and  their  expected  children 
in  out-of-town  homes  (Birmingham,  London,  etc.)  when  there  were 
special  circumstances. 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
(Section  23) 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  the  establishment  of  midwives 
was  increased  by  two  as  early  in  the  year  it  became  evident  that  the 
trend  in  increased  births  was  continuing.  Eventually  this  proved 
to  be  a smaller  increase  than  the  previous  year  although  120  addi- 
tional births  were  dealt  with  by  the  domiciliary  service.  The  hospital 
service  dealt  with  a higher  proportion  of  births  in  1961,  50-2% 
against  45-5%  in  1960.  But  more  were  discharged  before  the  fifth 
day  and  between  the  fifth  and  tenth  day  to  the  care  of  domiciliary 
midwives.  In  addition  there  were  two  midwives  on  long  sick  leave, 
two  on  maternity  leave  and  three  midwives  who  left  could  not 
immediately  be  replaced  so  the  pressure  on  the  service  was  not  eased. 

The  night  rota  system  was  introduced  on  1st  March.  There  were 
misgivings  by  some  midwives  and  it  was  only  two  years  since  the 
majority  voted  against  such  a system.  However  in  spite  of  certain 
difficulties,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  work  involved  for  the  super- 
visor and  deputy  in  working  out  the  monthly  rota,  it  soon  seemed 
obvious  that  there  will  be  no  returning  to  the  “ on  call  most  nights  ” 
of  the  past. 

While  on  the  whole  it  is  probable  that  a midwife  is  out  as  many 
nights  as  formerly,  the  great  advantage  is  that  there  are  now  more 
nights  when  she  knows  she  will  not  be  out.  She  goes  off  duty  at  6 
p.m.  and  so  has  evenings  free  to  plan  social  intercourse  with  family 
and  friends.  Those  midwives  who  are  on  duty  have  the  disadvantage 
of  larger,  relatively  unknown  areas  to  cover  and  this  may  be  more 
difficult  in  fog  or  snow.  Also  there  is  a higher  proportion  of  mothers 
not  known  to  them  and  doctors  with  whom  they  do  not  usually 
work,  but  there  seems  no  doubt  that  the  advantages  out-weigh  the 
disadvantages. 

A very  important  factor  in  working  the  rota  is  the  part  played 
by  the  ambulance  service  which  takes  the  calls  from  the  public  from 
6 p.m.  - 6 a.m.  and  finds  the  midwives  to  go.  The  ambulance 
personnel  co-operated  most  willingly  from  the  beginning  and  tribute 
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must  be  paid  to  them  for  their  help  both  in  running  the  scheme  as 
planned  and  for  suggestions  made  for  its  improvement  at  the  several 


midwives’  meetings  they  have  attended. 

A summary  of  statistics  is  given  below  : — 

1961  1960 

No.  of  births  attended  ; 

Doctor  not  present  2,734  2,678 

Doctor  present  399  335 

No.  of  visits  paid  ; 

(fl)  Ante-natal  31,192  26,422 

(6)  Nursing 52,905  51,233 

((')  Special  visits  2,914  2,044 

(d)  Visits  paid  to  patients  returned  from 

hospital  3,274  2,773 

(e)  No.  of  patients  returned  from  hospital 

for  nursing  at  home  before  the  14th  day  1,290  1,483 

before  the  5th  day  598  423 

before  the  10th  day  1,038  651 

No.  of  requests  for  medical  aid  955  1,032 

No.  of  cases  transferred  to  hospitals  388  399 

No.  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  analgesia  was 

used  1,467  1,623 

No.  of  cases  in  which  Trilene  was  used  1,200  926 

No.  of  abortions  20  19 

No.  of  advisory  attendances  made  at  : 

(a)  Ante-natal  clinics  656  583 

(b)  Relaxation  clinics  475  389 

No.  of  analgesia  machines  in  use 

(a)  Gas  and  Air  44  44 

(b)  Trilene  Tecota  Mark  6 20  14 

No.  of  municipal  midwives  trained  to  use  these 

machines  44  47 


HEALTH  VISITING 
(Section  24) 

Once  again  there  was  an  encouraging  increase  in  staff  though  as 
previously  mentioned  these  gains  are  being  absorbed  by  the  increase 
in  population.  Seven  students  qualified  mid-year  and  one  Health 
Visitor  transferred  from  another  authority,  while  only  two  Health 
Visitors  left  and  one  became  part-time.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  : 

1 Superintendent 

2 Deputy  Superintendents 
38|  Health  Visitors 

15  S.R.N.’s  for  school,  clinic  and  tuberculosis  work. 

7 Students  in  training. 

This  is  however  only  estimated  as  equivalent  to  27  Health 
Visitors  and  3|  S.R.N.’s  for  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  part 
of  their  work. 
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During  the  year  we  have  lost  7 staff,  1 on  a sick  pension  ; 4 for 
domestic  reasons  and  2 who  have  taken  up  other  work.  It  has  been 
encouraging  to  note  that  a higher  percentage  of  students  are  staying 
on  after  the  required  period  of  contract  and  the  training  system  we 
adopted  in  1946  is  now  showing  dividends.  We  have  20  staff  who 
have  exceeded  their  contract  and  10  of  whom  have  been  with  the 
department  considerably  over  five  years.  This  continuity  is  of  great 
assistance  in  the  work  and  another  factor  which  has  helped  in  the 
increase  of  staff  has  been  a lessening  of  strain  which  has  shown  in 
sickness  returns. 

During  1961,  673  working  days  were  lost  as  against  730  the  year 
before  and  the  longest  time  off  was  27  weeks  and  that  was  not  due  to 
illness  but  to  an  accident.  The  result  is  that  over  6,000  more  visits 
were  made  during  the  year  and  other  work  has  increased  accordingly. 
This  situation  is  very  pleasing  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
maintain  this  progress. 

12  members  of  the  staff  have  attended  refresher  courses  which 
have  provided  much  pleasure  and  mental  stimulation  to  those 
attending  and  to  those  who  received  the  reports  at  the  monthly  staff 
meetings  on  their  return. 

Refresher  courses  are  admittedly  expensive  but  the  money  has 
been  well  invested. 

Bell  Green  clinic  has  transferred  to  new  permanent  premises, 
to  the  delight  of  the  staff  and  the  envy  of  others  less  fortunate. 

The  poliomyelitis  sessions  which,  over  the  last  few  years,  have 
taken  up  a considerable  amount  of  time,  were  carried  on  during 
1961,  when  the  fourth  injection  was  given  to  those  already  immun- 
ised, the  numbers  being  approximately  17,000.  In  addition  to  this 
we  had  mobile  clinics  in  January,  February  and  September,  again 
giving  extra  work  from  the  routine. 

The  division  of  the  city  under  the  supervision  of  the  two  Depu- 
ties has  continued. 


Bell  Green  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
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Health  Visiting  : Tabulation  of  Work 


1961 

1960 

Ante-natal  cases  

803 

522 

Notified  births  

6,007 

5,862 

Revisits  to  notified  births  

14,309 

12,310 

„ „ children  aged  1 — 2yrs.  8,384  \ 

7,144'! 

„ „ „ „ 2—5  „ 17,262/ 

25,646 

13,865/  21,009 

Infant  death  enquiries  

219 

129 

Visits  to  tuberculosis  cases  

3,136 

3,915 

„ ,,  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases 

173 

218 

,,  „ B.C.G.  cases  

456 

112 

„ „ other  infectious  diseases 

1,222 

1,551 

„ „ special  cases  

8,652 

9,709 

Ineffective  visits  to  homes  

10,162 

8,484 

Sessions  at  Welfare  Centres  

6,266 

5,275 

„ „ Schools  and  clinics 

5,478 

6,171 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 
(Section  25) 

The  staff  engaged  in  the  Home  Nursing  Service  at  the  31st 
December,  1961,  was  as  follows  : — 

1 Superintendent 

2 Assistant  Superintendents 
39  Queen’s  Nurses  (Full  time) 

4 Queen’s  Nurse  Students 

5 S.R.N.  (full  time) 

3 S.E.N.  (full  time) 

3 Queen’s  Nurses  (Part  time) 

5 S.R.N.  (part  time) 

1 S.E.N.  (part  time) 

2 Nursing  Orderlies  (part  time) 

Compared  with  the  staffing  situation  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  the  figures  at  the  31st  December,  1961,  show  a slight  fall  in  the 
numbers  of  staff  in  post,  but  these  are  adjustable  having  regard  to 
the  numbers  of  students  trained  during  the  year.  During  1961  nine 
students  undertook  the  shortened  training  course  for  District 
Nurses. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  of  230  in  the  number  of 
new  cases  referred  for  treatment  and  the  number  of  visits  made  to 
6,735  patients  rose  by  over  4,000  to  225,790. 

3,079  of  the  total  patients  nursed  during  the  year  were  aged  65 
years  or  over,  whereas  450  of  the  patients  nursed  were  under  5 years 
of  age. 

In  1961,  some  88,858  injections  were  given  as  compared  with 
90,006  during  1960. 

Every  attempt  has  been  made  to  increase  the  mobility  of  the 
District  Nurses  and  the  success  is  reflected  in  the  extract  from  a 
report  of  (he  Superintendent  of  the  Service  : — 

“ During  the  year  applications  were  made  by  six  members 
of  the  Home  Nursing  Staff  for  private  car  allowances.  Applica- 
tions were  also  made  by  fourteen  members  for  private  scooter 
allowances.  These  applications  received  prompt  attention  and 
all  applicants  are  now  receiving  the  appropriate  allowances.” 

At  the  31st  December,  1961,  the  transport  provisions  of  these 


services  were  as  follows  : — 

Local  Authority  cars  ...  4 

Privately  owned  cars  ...  19 

Privately  owned  scooters  13 

Privately  owned  pedal  cycles  22 
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Statistics  for  Year  ended  31st  December,  1961. 


1949 

1960 

1961 

Total  number  of  cases  attended 

3,943 

6,436 

6,735 

Number  of  new  cases  attended 
Number  of  visits  made  including 

3,444 

5,408 

5,638 

night  visits  

148,891 

221,427 

225,790 

Number  of  operations  attended 

66 

11 

20 

New  cases  referred  for  treatment  by 

: — 

Private  Doctors  

2,797 

4,677 

4,867 

Health  Department 

435 

216 

201 

Hospitals  

210 

515 

570 

3,442 

5,408 

5,638 

Results  of  treatment  were  as  follows 

Convalescent  

2,611 

2,741 

Sent  to  hospital  

727 

782 

Relieved  

1,382 

1,379 

Died  

619 

650 

Remaining  under  care 

1,097 

1,183 

6,436 

6,735 

An  analysis  of  the  work  carried 

out  during  the  year 

is  given  in 

the  following  table  : — 

No.  of  patients  on  the  books  at 

1st  January,  1961 

1,097 

No.  of  new  patients  during  the  year 

5,638 

No.  of  patients  on  the  books  at  31st  December, 

1961  

1,183 

No.  of  patients  nursed  during  the  year  

6,735 

*No.  of  visits  paid  

225,790 

(*Included  in  the  number  of  visits  paid  are  1,075  supervisory  visits 
made  by  the  administrative  staff). 


Reason  for  visit. 

1961 

Medical  5,231 

Surgical  1,099 

Infectious  diseases  47 

Tuberculosis  144 

Maternal  complications  214 

Others  — 


6,735 
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Patients  receiving  Injections  in  1961 

Insulin  1,159;  Penicillin  2,326;  Streptomycin  587;  Neptal 
1,373  ; Mersalyl  386  ; Thiomerin  21  ; Cytamen  1,845  ; Parentrovite 
35  ; Imferon  247  ; Vit.B.  87  ; Eucortone  12  ; Cortisone  12  ; Dura- 
bolin  20  ; Testosterone  137  ; Gestyl  2 ; Progesterone  13  ; Sylbephy- 
line  4 ; Prostigmin  11  ; A.C.T.H.  3 ; A.T.S.  9 ; Anti-Cold  Vaccine 
2 ; Anahaemin  197  ; Viomycin  35  ; Campolon  42  ; Crystamycin  28  ; 
Vit.A.  1 ; Desensitization  1 1 ; Phisium  3 ; Benerva  27  ; Becosym  37  ; 
Aminophylin  4 ; Sparine  9 ; Vit.  K.  1 ; Mercardin  3 ; Pollergen  2 ; 
Disecron  2 ; Fenergin  3 ; Dymycin  I ; Collosal  Iodine  1 ; Gonan  1 ; 
Cardophylin  2 ; Anti-Asthma  Vaccine  6 ; Sodium  Gardinal  1 ; 
Myocrycin  4 ; Etophylate  2 ; H.3.  3 ; Carbucol  1 ; Tutiton  1 ; 
Bismostab  2 ; Stenatol  2 ; Hormone  1 ; Hexoestral  1 ; Provirtin  1 ; 
Jectofer  1 1 ; Palfinan  2 ; Millophyline  1 ; Calcium  1 ; Allergy 
Vaccine  1 ; Anti-Influenza  Vaccine  4 ; Anti-Catarrh  Vaccine  2 ; 
Solcoseryl  I ; Predosal  1 ; Sodium  Phenobarbitone/Pethadine  1 ; 
Largactil/Pethedine  3 ; Dimorphine  1 ; Morphia/Hyocine  1 ; 
Heroin/Sympathol  1 ; Adrenalin  21  ; Sodium  Phenobarbitone  17  ; 
Physeptone  4 ; Omnopon/Scopolamin  45  ; Omnopon/Largactil  3 ; 
Omnopon  14  ; Largactil  54  ; Pethedine  56  ; Morphia  253. 


VACCINATION  and  IMMUNISATION 
(Section  26) 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

The  campaign  of  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  con- 
tinued. The  figure  of  87,868  injections,  51,000  of  which  were  given 
by  the  Health  Department,  was  lower  than  in  1960  (105,280  total  in- 
jections). This  was  not  due  to  a lower  response  by  the  public,  but 
more  to  the  shortage  of  vaccine  which  occurred  during  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year.  During  this  period,  no  first  injection  (new 
registrations)  nor  any  3rd  or  4th  Booster  injections  were  given. 

Advantage  was  taken  of  the  offer  by  Pfizer  Limited  to  provide 
a mobile  vaccination  clinic  for  use  in  various  parts  of  the  city  on 
three  separate  weeks  of  January,  February  and  September.  Sessions 
were  held  in  this  mobile  clinic  for  1st,  2nd  and  booster  injections  — 
some  2,000  persons  attending. 

In  mid-April  the  Minister  of  Health  announced  that  fourth 
injections  were  to  be  made  available  to  school-children  between  5 
and  12  years  of  age.  From  1st  May  to  the  19th  May,  1961,  16,446 
children  attended  for  these  injections  at  clinics  held  throughout  the 
City. 
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Poliomyelitis  Vaccination,  1961. 


Completed  Initial  Course 
(both  1st &2ndinjections) 

0—15 

15—25 

25—40 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Others 

Total 

General  Practitioners 

5,100 

1,565 

5,079 

78 

11,822 

Local  Authority  Clinics 

5,133 

903 

2,591 

15 

8,642 

Industry 

— 

876 

3,737 

— 

4,613 

Booster  (3rd  injection) 

0—15 

15—25 

25—40 

Expectant 

Others 

Total 

Mothers 

General  Practitioners 

3,950 

1,090 

3,712 

25 



8,777 

Local  Authority  Clinics 

2,898 

677 

2,514 

5 

— 

6,094 

Industry 

— 

261 

1,492 

— 

— 

1,753 

Booster  (4th  injection) 

0—15 

15—25 

25—40 

Expectant 

Others 

Total 

Mothers 

General  Practitioners 

3,890 







3,890 

Local  Authority  Clinics 

17,200 

— 

— 

— 



17,200 

Industry 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  injections  : 87,868 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation  of  Infants  and  Children. 

As  the  number  of  safe  and  efficacious  vaccines  grow,  com- 
plicated schedules  of  immunisation  procedures  have  needed  to  be 
devised.  Triple  vaccines  offering  prophylaxis  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus  have  been  in  use  for  some  years.  With 
the  addition  of  poliomyelitis  injections  a quadruple  vaccine  has 
been  prepared.  It  has  not  been  widely  used  in  this  country  owing  to 
the  advent  of  the  oral  polio  vaccine,  which  has  valuable  properties 
for  attaining  a high  herd  immunity,  and  because  all  multiple  prophyl- 
axis suffers  from  the  objection  that  the  times  of  administration  for 
each  vaccine  do  not  necessarily  coincide. 

Consultation  and  co-operation  with  the  Coventry  Branch  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  and  the  general  practitioners  in  the  area 
helped  to  attain  an  accepted  pattern  for  immunisation  of  children  in 
the  city  — a situation  which  is  of  some  importance  to  the  immune 
state  of  the  community. 

However,  all  the  latest  efficacious  procedures  could  quickly  be 
nullified  if  the  public  did  not  display  interest  in  them  and  would  not 
avail  themselves  of  them.  Continued  health  education  would  seem 
to  be  the  answer. 
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Completed  Diphtheria  and  Pertussis  Immunisations,  1961. 


Infant 

Welfare 

Centres 

General 

Practitioners 

Schools 

Total 

Diphtheria 

3,101 

2,874 

403 

6,378 

Diphtheria  Booster 

1,178 

1,457 

860 

3,495 

Whooping  Cough 

3,020 

2,677 

— 

5,697 

Whooping  Cough 
Booster 

368 

754 

— 

1,122 

Smallpox  Vaccination,  1961 


Age 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-15 

15  + 

Total 

Primary  Vaccination 

998 

572 

217 

295 

386 

2,468 

Re-Vaccination 

4 

27 

85 

611 

727 

Tetanus. 


1 

Infant  Welfare 
Centres 

General  Practitioners 

Total 

Primary 

2,980 

2,525 

5,505 

Booster 

342 

553 

895 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 
(Section  27) 

The  Late  Mr.  F.  G.  Warwick. 

The  death  occurred  on  22nd  August,  1961,  then  in  his  sixtieth 
year,  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Ambulance  Service,  Mr.  F.  G. 
Warwick. 

Prior  to  moving  to  the  Ambulance  Service  in  1940,  Mr.  Warwick 
had  been  employed  with  the  Fire  Service  and  had  spent  some  thirty- 
seven  years  of  his  life  in  the  Local  Government  service. 

His  death  came  after  a long  period  of  illness. 

Staff. 

The  staff  engaged  in  this  service  at  the  31st  December,  1961, 


was  as  follows  ; — 

Superintendent  Vacant 

Deputy  Superintendent  1 

Control  Sub  Officer  1 

Depot  Clerk/Relief  Ambulance  Driver  2 

Shift  Leaders  3 

Sub-Shift  Leaders  3 

Ambulance  Drivers  (Male)  57 

Ambulance  Drivers  (Female)  9 

Attendant  (Female) 1 

Mechanics  Grade  1 6 

Mechanics  Grade  2 1 

Telephonist 1 

Cook,  Part-time  1 

Total  86 


During  1961  a total  number  of  121,961  pcitients  was  moved  by 
the  ambulance  service.  This  compared  with  109,103  in  1960.  The 
average  mileage  per  patient  journey  was  3.40.  The  total  mileage  in 
1961  was  415,750  and  compared  with  386,008  in  1960.  The  daily 
average  of  all  patients  carried  increased  from  288  in  1960  to  334  in 
1961. 

The  following  table  shows  a comparison  of  work  performed  by 
the  ambulance  service  during  the  past  five  years. 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

No.  of  patients 
carried 

No.  of  miles 
travelled 
Average  mileage 
per  patient 

93,233 

341,739 

3'66 

102,112 

356,614 

3-49 

101,404 

353,778 

3-49 

109,103 

386,008 

3-53 

121,961 

415,750 

3-40 
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1 am  indebted  to  the  Acting  Ambulance  Superintendent  (Mr. 
E.  Taylor)  for  the  following  detailed  information  and  statistics 
relating  to  the  work  of  the  Ambulance  Service  during  1961  : — 

Duties  and  Leave. 

The  shift  leaders,  sub-shift  leaders  and  male  drivers  work  on  a 
three  shift  system,  with  hours  of  duty  from  6 — 2,2  — 10  and  10  — 6. 

Alternate  40  and  48  hour  weeks  are  worked  by  all  personnel, 
who  are  paid  weekly.  Some  overtime  is  inevitable,  with  this  seven 
day  service,  and  this  is  arranged  according  to  demands  upon  it. 

Vehicles. 

The  operational  strength  of  vehicles  at  31st  December  was  as 


follows  : — 

General  purpose  ambulances  10 

Small  sitting  case  ambulances  15 

Large  sitting  case  ambulances  2 
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The  maximum  carrying  capacity  of  all  these  vehicles  at  any  one 


time  would  be  : — 

Stretcher  cases  29 

Sitting  cases  125 


Other  vehicles  operated  by  the  department  include  ; 2 Hillman 
estate  cars  mainly  for  mental  health,  1 Hillman  Husky  (staff  car) 
1 Land  Rover  for  garage  use. 

The  inspection,  maintenance  and  repair  of  other  departmental 
vehicles,  including  the  Home  Nursing  Service  ; vehicles  of  the 
Welfare  Department  and  Public  Health  Inspectorate  have  continued 
as  in  preceding  years. 

Petrol  and  Oil  Supplies. 

Supplies  of  petrol  and  oil  are  obtained  in  accordance  with  the 
Council’s  bulk  purchasing  arrangements  and  are  stored  in  bulk 
tanks.  The  service  provides  fuel  on  charge  for  all  vehicles  of  the 
Health  Department  and  Civil  Defence  ambulances,  and  in  addition, 
by  mutual  arrangements,  for  vehicles  from  other  ambulance  services 
coming  to  or  passing  through  the  city  on  production  of  a standard 
requisition. 

Uniform. 

The  uniform  authorised  for  members  of  this  service  is  as  follows: 
1 jacket,  2 pairs  of  trousers  or  skirts,  2 shirts  and  6 collars,  a pair  of 
boots  or  shoes,  1 cap  and  1 necktie,  all  issued  yearly.  In  addition  a 
double-breasted  gabardine  raincoat  is  issued  every  two  years  and 
1 pair  of  Wellington  boots  every  five  years. 
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Method  of  Transmission  of  Calls. 

All  telephone  calls  are  received  through  the  switchboard  in  the 
control  room  on  Coventry  25041/2/3,  or  by  one  of  the  direct  lines 
from  the  Fire  Brigade,  the  City  Police,  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
and  Gulson  Hospitals  ; additionally  a hand-operated  telephone 
connects  the  control  room  with  the  ambulance  enquiry  kiosk  at  the 
Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital. 

By  arrangement  with  the  G.P.O.  an  additional  telephone  with 
a distinctive  sounding  bell  is  connected  direct  to  the  senior  operator 
at  the  Telephone  Exchange  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  “ 999  ” 
calls  (priority)  and  this  ensures  immediate  attention.  3,366  calls 
were  received  on  this  line  alone  during  1961. 

Ambulance  Enquiry  Kiosk. 

The  ambulance  enquiry  kiosk  in  the  Out-Patient’s  Department 
at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital  is  staffed  during  the 
daytime  from  9 a.m.  to  5.30  p.m.  by  a member  of  the  ambulance 
service  whose  duty  it  is  to  receive,  correlate  and  co-ordinate  all  out- 
patient transport  requirements  before  passing  them  to  the  ambulance 
control  room.  This  system  reduces  the  amount  of  waiting  time  for 
patients  and  obviates  the  duplication  of  requests  and  journeys. 

Radio  Telecommunications. 

As  new  vehicles  are  purchased,  radio  equipment  is  transferred 
to  them  from  older  vehicles,  or  those  which  are  to  be  used  less,  but 
there  are  still  only  17  mobile  sets  available  for  the  full  fleet  of  30 
vehicles,  although  plans  are  in  hand  to  increase  the  number  of  sets. 

Arising  partly  from  the  continued  use  of  V.H.F.  radio  the 
average  mileage  per  patient  is  3-40.  Maintenance  of  this  special 
equipment  is  carried  out  at  regular  intervals  by  the  manufacturers’ 
service  department. 

Mutual  Arrangements. 

Mutual  arrangements  exist  between  the  local  health  authority 
and  the  county  ambulance  service,  whereby  the  latter  service  has 
dealt  with  the  discharge  of  patients  from  the  Kenilworth  Convales- 
cent Home  (admitted  from  Coventry  hospitals)  to  addresses  within 
the  city  ; the  discharges  of  patients  from  hospitals  in  the  county 
area  to  addresses  within  the  city  under  the  terms  of  Section  27  of  the 
Amendment  Act,  1949  ; and  the  conveyance  of  Coventry  patients 
with  Warwickshire  patients  to  convalescent  homes  in  Worcester- 
shire. 

The  Coventry  ambulance  service  has  dealt  with  Warwickshire 
border  cases  attending  at  the  city  hospitals  and  has  reciprocated  with 
the  conveyance  of  patients  to  convalescent  homes. 

Accident  and  Emergency  Journeys. 

The  number  of  accident  and  emergency  journeys  made  during 
the  year  was  5,553,  this  differing  from  the  year  1960  when  the  number 
was  5,106. 
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There  is  still  very  little  change  in  the  rate  of  home  accidents, 
the  total  being  1,422  ; of  these  42  cases  received  burns  by  fire. 

Of  the  5,553  accident  cases  attended  104  were  outside  the  city 
boundary. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  source  of  origin  of  accident 


calls  received  : — 

“ 999  ” calls  from  members  of  the  public  3,366 

Calls  on  2504 1 (mostly  from  industrial  premises)  1 ,238 

Doctors  on  25041  30 

Police  private  line  742 

Fire  Brigade  private  line  26 

Hospital  private  line  93 

Verbal  messages  to  control  room  26 

Vehicle  radio  from  ambulances  on  other  work  32 


5,553 


Services  not  required  (Accidents). 

Of  the  5,553  accident  calls  responded  to,  on  453  occasions  the 
services  of  the  ambulance  were  not  required  on  arrival. 

Resuscitators. 

The  Stephenson  Minuteman  Resuscitator  acquired  in  1961  has 
been  used  20  times,  13  of  which  were  successful. 

The  Novox  Resuscitator  was  used  on  2 occasions  during  the 
year,  both  of  which  were  successful. 

Traffic  Congestion. 

Very  difficult  traffic  conditions  and  congestions  have  prevailed 
during  the  year,  particularly  in  relation  to  the  ambulance  depot 
adjoining  the  northern  part  of  the  Inner  Ring  Road,  but  generally 
in  all  the  central  areas  of  the  city. 

Despite  the  helpful  co-operation  of  the  Chief  Constable,  delays 
have  been  unavoidable  and  very  careful  thought  is,  accordingly, 
being  given  to  the  siting  of  the  new  ambulance  station,  on  which  a 
start  is  hoped  to  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

Treatment  at  the  Royal  Pump  Rooms,  Leamington  Spa. 

Patients  are  taken  each  day  from  their  homes  in  Coventry  to  the 
Pump  Rooms  at  Leamington  for  various  forms  of  spa  treatment. 
This  service  conveyed  9,583  patients  in  the  year. 

Transport  of  Patients  by  Train. 

The  facilities  offered  by  British  Railways  for  the  conveyance  of 
patients  to  distant  places  by  train  have  been  used  for  41  patients. 
The  special  “ Parrot  ” stretcher  was  used  on  20  occasions  for 
transporting  bedridden  patients. 

The  41  journeys  by  train  have  resulted  in  a saving  of  10,022 
miles  for  the  ambulance  vehicles.  The  temporary  absence  of  both 
vehicles  and  personnel  is  a feature  of  long  distance  journeys,  and  any 
reduction  in  these  calls  is  to  be  encouraged. 


51 


Canal  Rescue. 

On  Sunday,  4th  June,  two  members  of  the  Ambulance  Staff, 
Drivers  Massey  and  Hunt  were  called  to  the  Canal  Bank  in  Dovedale 
Avenue  where  a two  year  old  boy  had  just  been  rescued  from  the 
canal.  They  applied  their  resuscitation  equipment  and  it  was  as  a 
result  of  their  efforts  that  the  boy  subsequently  began  to  regain 
consciousness. 

A doctor  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital  stated 
that  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  life  of  the  boy  had  been  saved  not 
only  by  the  persons  who  rescued  him  from  the  canal,  but  also  by  the 
efforts  of  the  Ambulance  men  whose  work  had  been  exemplary. 

A letter  was  received  from  the  father  of  the  boy  expressing  his 
appreciation  and  that  of  his  wife  for  the  efforts  of  the  two  members 
of  the  Ambulance  staff. 


General. 

The  extent  of  the  demand  from  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee  for  the  transport  of  patients  to  hospitals  and  homes 
outside  Coventry  will  be  seen  from  the  following  list  of  places  to 
which  14,545  patient  journeys  were  made  during  1961  : — 


The  Towers,  Kenilworth 
Kenilworth  Convalescent  Home 
Warwick  Central — Leigh  House 
Warwick — King  Edward  VII 
Chest  Hospital 
Warwick  Hospital 
Pump  Rooms,  Leamington 
Warneford  Hospital,  Leamington 
River  Park  Nursing  Home, 
Leamington 

George  Eliot  Hospital,  Nuneaton 
Manor  Hospital,  Nuneaton 
Higham  Grange 
Bramcote  Hospital 
Blackwell  Recovery  Hospital 
St.  Cross  Hospital,  Rugby 
St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Rugby 
Bolehill,  Tamworth 
St.  Peter’s,  Droitwich 
Ronkswood  Hospital,  Worcester 
Manfield  Hospital,  Northampton 


Leicester  Royal  Infirmary 
Creaton  Sanatorium,  Northampton 
Birmingham — General  Hospital 
Maternity  Hospital 
Eye  Hospital 
Women’s  Hospital 
Queen  Elizabeth 

Hospital 

Accident  Hospital 
Dudley  Road 
Orthopaedic  Hospital 
Ministry  of  Pensions 
Woodlands  Hospital 
Romsley  Sanatorium 
Marston  Green  Hospital 
Harboro  Magna  Hospital 
Smethwick  Hospital 
Grendon  Hospital 
Gables  House,  Droitwich 
Ratcliffe  Hospital,  Oxford 
Bradwell  Hospital,  Stone-on-Trent 


Occasional  abuses  of  the  ambulance  service  facilities  and  a few 
difficulties  occur  which  are  common  in  similar  services  from  time 
to  time,  but  these  have  dwindled  to  negligible  proportions  and  are 
usually  dealt  with  by  the  officer  on  duty. 


In  conclusion  I would  say  that  we  in  the  Ambulance  Service 
appreciate  very  much  the  interest  shown  by  the  Health  Committee 
in  the  running  of  the  service,  and  the  most  helpful  day  to  day 
liaison  with  the  Health  Department.  1 also  wish  to  thank  the  City 
Police,  the  Fire  Brigade,  and  the  hospital  staffs  for  their  valued 
co-operation  throughout  the  year. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

(Section  28) 

Tuberculosis. 

In  spite  of  a large  increase  in  the  City’s  population  during  1961 
(i.e.  14,780)  it  is  again  most  pleasing  to  report  a still  further  decline 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  to  the 
department  — namely  147  (123  of  these  occurring  in  three  age 
groups  as  follows  : — 15 — 24  years=29  ; 25 — 44  years=56  ; 45 — 64 
years=38).  The  1961  figure  represents  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in 
the  City,  and  there  has  been  a steady  and  indeed  quite  spectacular 
decline  during  recently  past  years  (i.e.  1958  = 303  ; 1959=243  ; 
1960=178;  1961  = 147  ).  Nevertheless,  I did  comment  in  the 
preamble  to  this  report  that  tuberculosis  is  by  no  means  a “ back 
number.”  There  is  still  much  hard  and  dogged  work  to  be  done 
before  the  final  “ write-off  ” can  be  accomplished.  We  are,  however, 
much  nearer  to  that  goal  and  there  is  need  to  remember  and  give 
due  credit  to  all  those  who  are  in  any  way  concerned  with  the 
treatment  of  and/or  the  preventive  approach  to  tuberculosis  (e.g. 
hospitals.  Chest  Clinics,  Mass  Radiography  Units  and,  perhaps 
not  least,  our  own  visiting  staff  working  in  the  domiciliary  sphere 
and  those  who  are  concerned  with  the  B.C.G.  protective  programme). 
All  merit  recognition  for  the  tremendous  recession  which  has  been 
achieved  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease.  There  continues  to  be  the 
closest  co-operation  between  the  staff  of  the  Chest  Clinic  and  those 
members  of  my  department  who  have  been  designated  for  this  work 
whether  Tuberculous  Visitors  or  doctors. 

The  provision  of  free  milk  to  tuberculous  patients  has  continued 
during  the  year  as  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

No.  of  persons  receiving  milk  at  1st  January,  1961  258 

No.  of  additional  persons  allowed  milk  during  1961  83 

Total  number  who  received  milk  during  1961  ...  341 

No.  of  persons  receiving  milk  at  31st  December,  1961  225 

Cost  during  year  ended  31st  December,  1961  ...  £3,969. Is. Id. 

OCCUPATIONAL  THERAPY 

During  1961  this  service  has  continued  successfully,  partly  due 
to  the  introduction  of  classes  held  twice  weekly  at  Gulson  Road 
Clinic. 

Many  patients  have  expressed  their  gratitude  for  these  classes, 
which  besides  providing  tuition  in  crafts,  enable  them  to  make  friends 
in  new  surroundings.  Most  of  these  patients  continue  to  practice 
alternative  crafts  at  home. 

Domiciliary  visits  continue  as  usual,  and  basketry  has  been 
replaced  in  popularity  by  lampshade  making  and  rugmaking. 
Embroidery  and  dressmaking  are  also  becoming  very  popular. 

The  annual  exhibition,  held  for  the  Health  Committee,  produced 
a more  varied  selection  of  articles  than  any  previous  year. 
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As  statistics  show,  the  number  of  patients  visiting  the  office 
for  materials,  has  dropped  considerably  since  the  transfer  of  this 
department  from  the  Council  House  to  Gulson  Road  Clinic.  In 
cases  where  patients  are  unable  to  visit  the  office  materials  are 
delivered  to  their  homes. 

Statistics  Relating  to  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1961 


No.  of  patients  remaining  in  scheme  from  1960  148 

No.  of  patients  brought  into  scheme  in  1961  43 

No.  of  patients  who  left  scheme  in  1961  12 

No.  of  patients  in  scheme  at  31st  December,  1961  179 

No.  of  visits  to  patients  homes  during  1961  1,085 

No.  of  patients  visits  to  office  during  1961  785 

(for  materials  etc.) 


Veneral  Diseases. 

Since  the  Appointed  Day  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
certain  of  our  Health  Visitors  have  made  special  follow-up  visits  to 
defaulters  in  order  to  persuade  them  to  make  necessary  attendances 
at  treatment  centres.  During  1961  there  were  137  such  visits  made 
by  Health  Visitors  in  this  connection. 


Provision  of  Nursing 

A wide  variety 
members  of  the  publ 
charge,  e.g. 

Air  rings 

Backrests 

Bedpans 

Bed  tables 

Bed  cages 

Back  rest  wedges 


Equipment  and  Apparatus. 

of  sick  room  appliances  are  now  available  to 
ic  from  the  Health  Department  for  a small  hire 


Bronchitis  kettles 
Cot  beds 
Commodes 
Crutches 
Feeding  cups 
Hospital  beds 
Hydraulic  hoists 


Pulley  and  chain 
Rubber  bedpans 
Rubber  sheets 
Tripod  walking  sticks 
Urine  bottles 
Walking  sticks 
Wheel  chairs 


The  calls  upon  this  service  are  increasing  each  year  with  referrals 
from  Consultants,  General  Practitioners,  District  Nurses  and  Mid- 
wives, and  in  1961  over  7,000  items  were  loaned  to  the  public. 


Meals  for  the  Sick  and  Aged. 

Since  its  inauguration  in  July,  1949,  the  service  has  been  so 
extended  in  its  take-up  by  the  public,  that  compared  with  the  average 
number  of  meals  supplied  per  day  in  1949  (74)  the  figure  has  now 
risen  to  224  and  in  1961,  1^654  more  meals  were  supplied  than  in 
1960.  Total  meals  supplied  since  1949,  number  over  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand. 

The  following  details  relate  to  the  activities  of  this  service  in 


1961 

Total  number  of  meals  supplied  57,296 

Average  number  per  day  (i.e.  five  days  per  week)  224 

Cost  of  purchasing  meals  £4,734  9.  8d. 

Contributions  from  recipients  £424  10  2d 

Net  cost  £4,309  19!  6d. 

Mileage  run  by  three  vans  (approx.)  25,724 

Total  number  of  persons  attended  522 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 
(Section  28) 

I have  made  particular  point  in  my  introductory  preamble  to 
this  report  in  stressing,  once  more,  the  exceptional  importance  which 
this  subject  has  come  to  have  in  successive  years.  More  particularly 
has  this  been  the  case  since  the  introduction  of  and  developments 
associated  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1948. 

Very  many  important  health  provisions  have  been  constituted 
by  the  Local  Authority,  and  it  is  of  great  moment,  having  achieved 
these,  that  the  public  should  be  made  fully  to  understand  that  they 
are  theirs  to  use  in  the  best  overall  health  interests.  Without  the  full 
impact  of  Health  Education  there  is  little  likelihood  that  citizens 
will  adequately  appreciate  just  how  to  make  use  of  the  services  to 
best  advantage  to  themselves  and  their  families. 

In  Circular  1/62  the  Minister  of  Health  repeats  his  request  of  the 
previous  year  that  1 should  indicate  what  progress  has  been  made  in 
this  important  field  of  work.  I have  to  say  that  particular  reports 
have  been  submitted  to  Health  Committee  from  time  to  time  (e.g.  in 
relation  to  smoking  and  Lung  Cancer,  Poliomyelitis,  Diphtheria,  etc. 
and  related  necessity  for  propaganda).  Recommendations  too  have 
been  made  for  the  additional  and  quite  specific  staff  and  equipment 
to  achieve  continuous  and  best  effects  from  health  educational 
procedures.  The  Health  Committee  has  accepted  these  recommen- 
dations and  thereafter  the  Establishment  Committee  allowed  the 
inclusion  to  the  Department’s  establishment  of  appropriate  staff  for 
this  purpose.  We  await,  therefore,  the  necessary  financial  allocation 
to  allow  us  to  make  greater  progress  with  this  work  and  hope  that 
this  will  soon  be  forthcoming. 

Meanwhile  various  sections  of  our  staff  continue  to  practice 
such  amount  of  health  education  as  their  other  routine  duties  will 
allow  - - whether  in  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  in  the 
homes  of  the  people  or  by  fuller  scale  lectures  and  interchanges  with 
larger  groups  of  citizens. 

Convalescence. 

The  City  Council  has  accepted  financial  responsibility  for 
hospital  patients  needing  essential  recuperative  convalescence 
following  their  treatment.  Such  cases  are  recommended  by  the  con- 
sultant staff  and  passed  to  the  hospital  almoners  for  allocation  to 
acceptable  convalescent  homes. 

All  applications  are  scrutinised  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
prior  to  recommendation  to  the  Health  Committee. 

42  applications  were  approved  as  a charge  on  the  Health  Com- 
mittee. These  42  cases  were  accepted  for  periods  of  2,  3 or  4 weeks’ 
convalescence  in  various  seaside  homes,  and  of  these  three  were 
granted  an  extension  of  the  original  period  based  on  further  medical 
representations. 
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The  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  these  patients  to  the  department 
during  the  current  year  was  £649  13s.  8d. 

In  1961,  travelling  facilities  were  provided  by  way  of  rail  or  bus 
fares  at  a cost  of  £168  2s.  1 Id.  ; 44  patients  with  3 escorts  were  paid 
for  ; the  Education  Committee  refunded  the  Health  Committee 
to  the  extent  of  £69  7s.  Od.  for  the  journeys  of  14  school  children 
with  12  escorts. 

In  accordance  with  the  authority  contained  in  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  85,  travelling  vouchers  were  made  available  to 
relatives  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  patients  in  hospitals  outside 
Coventry.  15  travel  warrants  were  so  issued  to  the  relatives  of 
patients  throughout  the  year  ; the  cost  amounted  to  £31  15s.  Od. 

A comparison  of  the  extent  and  the  cost  of  these  services  in  the 
last  two  years  that  they  have  operated  is  as  follows  ; — 


1961  1960 

Applications  for  convales- 
cence received 42  76 

Applications  for  convales- 
cence approved  42  76 

Applications  for  extension  3 1 

Cost  of  maintenance  in 

convalescent  homes  £649  13s.  8d.  £1,241  15s.  Od. 

Travel  facilities  provided 

— No.  of  patients  44  75 

Cost  of  such  £168  2s.  lid.  £243  19s.  lid. 

Visiting  facilities  for 
relatives  : — 

No.  of  patients  visited  3 4 

No.  of  travel  vouchers 

granted  15  10 


Cost  £31  15s.  Od.  £28  Is.  Od. 


ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME 


1961 

Cases  investigated  467 

Cases  notified  to  this  department  by  the 
Casualty  Department  431 

Nature  of  accidents 

Burns  and  scalds  107 

Cuts  and  bruises 181 

Head  injuries  61 

Fractures  43 

Poisoning 1 1 

Strains  and  sprains  16 

Puncture  wounds 39 

Miscellaneous  9 
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There  is  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  home  accident  cases 
notified  to  us  this  year  (431  compared  with  172  in  1960)  due  to  the 
closer  co-operation  of  the  Hospital  Casualty  Department  and  this 
department.  There  must,  of  course,  be  many  more  such  accidents 
of  which  we  are  unaware. 

There  are  several  accidents  of  varying  seriousness  due  to  the 
careless  use  of  electric  wringers,  and  despite  all  home  teaching  and 
warnings  the  number  of  children  burnt  and  scalded  remains  high. 

Children  have,  far  too  frequently,  fallen  from  cots,  prams  and 
beds,  or  swallowed  pills,  medicines  and  disinfectants  left  within 
reach. 

Old  people  have  many  falls,  often  due  to  worn  carpets,  steep 
and  badly  lit  stairs  and  polished  floors.  The  frailty,  failing  sight  and 
the  slowing  up  of  reactions  should  be  taken  into  consideration  when 
making  the  home  a safe  place  for  the  elderly. 

No  age  group  is  immune  from  accidents  and  many  young  adults 
have  caught  fingers  in  doors  and  windows,  used  knives  and  choppers 
with  more  haste  than  care,  and  have  slipped  on  steps  and  stairs 
causing  sprains,  strains  and  sometimes  fractures. 

When  investigating  these  accidents  we  regret  to  report  that  most 
of  them  could  have  been  prevented  with  just  a little  more  thought 
and  care. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 
(National  Health  Service  Act,  1946  Section  29) 

The  Home  Help  Service  in  Coventry  was  already  four  years  old 
on  the  Appointed  Day  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  and  at  the 
end  of  1948,  some  90  Home  Helps  (full-time  and  part-time)  were  in 
employment  (1946=16  Home  Helps).  The  service  had  been  pro- 
vided for  persons  who  were  in  genuine  need  through  illness,  infirmity 
and  old  age  or  because  of  recent  or  impending  confinements. 

The  years  between  have  produced  a steady  increase  in  the 
demands  on  the  service  and  it  is  interesting  to  recall  that  whereas 
in  1949  the  total  number  of  visits  to  homes  by  the  staff  of  this  service 
was  5,924,  the  figure  had  risen  by  the  31st  December,  1961  to 
81,395. 

In  order  to  make  for  more  satisfactory  allocation  and  control 
of  the  Home  Help  Service,  area  offices  under  the  immediate  control 
of  an  Area  Organiser  were  set  up  in  Holbrooks,  Bell  Green,  Tile 
Hill  and  Wyken  areas.  During  the  year  the  owners  of  the  Holbrooks 
office  gave  notice  to  terminate  the  tenancy  and  steps  are  being  taken 
to  obtain  other  suitable  premises.  The  premises  rented  at  Bell  Green 
are  inadequate  for  the  purpose  and  the  question  of  finding  more  suit- 
able premises  is  being  given  consideration. 

Although  it  has  been  agreed  to  establish  an  office  for  the 
Allesley-Coundon  area,  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  find  suitable 
premises. 


Home  Help  — At  Work 
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It  has  also  been  agreed  to  set  up  further  area  offices  in  Torring- 
ton  Avenue,  Hillfields  and  Willenhall,  and  the  Housing  Committee 
have  been  approached  in  regard  to  the  allocation  of  suitable  accom- 
modation for  this  purpose  in  the  Housing  District  Offices  which  it  is 
proposed  should  be  established  in  the  areas  mentioned. 

Each  Home  Help  is  issued  with  overalls,  and  a distinctive 
badge  is  made  available  to  her. 

Induction  Courses  (which  during  1959  were  increased  in  dura- 
tion from  two  to  three  weeks)  have  been  held  for  several  years. 
These  preliminary  courses  have  proved  invaluable  in  selecting  the 
right  type  of  individual  for  the  job.  Four  such  courses  were  held 
in  1961  and  94  out  of  101  applicants  were  successful,  and  taken  on 
to  the  staff. 

The  administrative  staff  has  been  increased  by  the  appointment 
of  two  Assistant  Organisers  and  the  staff  engaged  in  this  service  at 
31st  December,  1961,  was  as  follows  : — 

1 Organiser 

7 Area  Organisers 

2 Assistant  Organisers 

1 Clerical  Assistant 

1 Typist 

5 Clerks  (2  full-time  and  3 part-time) 

357  Home  Helps 

The  following  summary  shows  the  work  done  during  the  year  as 


compared  with  the  previous  year  : — 

1960  1961 

Maternity  cases  502  541 

Illness  and  chronic  sickness  235  413 

Infirm  and  aged  1,269  1,461 

Tuberculosis  12  33 

Other  cases  45  100 


Total  number  of  cases  attended  2,063  2,548 


Last  year’s  applicants  still  on  books  594  840 

Applications  1,707  1,989 

Advance  applications  for  the  next  year  90  176 

Cases  actually  assisted  2,063  2,548 

Applications  not  pursued  178  255 

Applications  not  eligible  bJlL 

Applications  still  on  books  at  end  of  year  840  1,042 

Total  number  of  visits  to  homes  by  home  helps  71,939  81,395 


The  figures  for  1961  again  record  a very  sharp  increase  in  the 
demand  for  Home  Helps,  and  it  will  be  observed  that  over  485  more 
cases  were  dealt  with  than  in  1960.  There  was  again  acute  pressure 
on  the  service  during  the  winter  months,  due  largely  to  the  increased 
number  of  cases  and  the  heavy  incidence  of  sickness  amongst  old 
people. 
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The  Home  Help  Service  has  again  responded  well  to  the  many 
calls  made  upon  it  and  is  to  be  congratulated  for  these  splendid  efforts. 

With  the  progressive  increase  in  the  number  of  old  people  and 
the  desire  to  keep  them  living  in  their  own  homes  as  long  as  possible 
the  Home  Help  Service  is  making  an  important  contribution  as  one 
of  the  domiciliary  services  required  for  this  purpose.  It  is  therefore 
vitally  essential  that  the  Service  keeps  pace  with  the  demand. 

The  establishment  of  a Night-Care  or  “ Sitters-in  ” Service 
(under  Sect.  28  of  the  Act)  on  a limited  scale  on  the  1st  October, 
1958,  to  supplement  the  existing  Home  Help  Service  by  the  provision 
of  attendance  during  the  night  hours  for  seriously  ill  persons  who 
are  without  relatives  or  friends  to  assist  them,  has  proved  very 
worth-while.  Additionally,  the  service  is  used  to  relieve,  in  excep- 
tional circumstances,  persons  who  already  provide  these  services 
for  their  friends  or  relations. 

The  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  ended  the  31st  December, 
1961  numbered  21,  as  against  17  in  1960. 

CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

(Coventry  Corporation  Act,  1958  Section  72) 

The  Director  of  Welfare  Services  has  provided  me  with  the  fol- 
lowing comment  : — 

One  of  the  most  common  causes  of  immobility  in  elderly  people, 
with  its  consequent  dependence  upon  others,  is  foot  troubles  and  it 
is  satisfying  to  know  that  with  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Cov- 
entry Corporation  Act,  1958,  the  Council  became  empowered  to 
provide  a Chiropody  Service  for  aged  and  necessitous  persons.  The 
Council  delegated  its  powers  to  the  Welfare  Committee,  who  decided 
inter  alia  : — 

(a)  That  the  service  should  commence  on  the  1st  March,  1959 
as  a free  service  for  aged  and  necessitous  persons  as  defined 
in  the  Act. 

(b)  That  the  service  provide  for  the  giving  of  treatment  to  both 
ambulant  and  domiciliary  cases. 

(c)  That  the  chiropodists  to  be  employed  by  the  Council  shall 
be  qualified  chiropodists,  that  is  to  say  chiropodists  who 
are  members  of  the  Society  of  Chiropodists,  or  of  the  In- 
stitute of  Chiropodists  or  whose  names  are  included  in  the 
list  kept  by  the  Minister  of  Health  under  Paragraph  3(4)  of 
the  National  Health  Service  (Medical  Auxiliaries)  Regula- 
tions 1954. 

With  the  inception  of  the  Council’s  Scheme,  the  Assisted 
Scheme  of  the  Central  Committee  for  Old  People’s  Welfare  was  no 
longer  necessary  and  was,  therefore,  wound  up. 

The  new  Service  has  proved  a boon  to  elderly  people  and  there 
has  been  a progressive  increase  in  the  number  of  new  applications. 
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The  number  of  participants  at  the  31st  December,  1961,  were  : — 


Surgery  cases  952 

Domiciliary  cases  607 

Total  1,559 


MENTAL  HEALTH 
The  Mental  Health  Section. 

The  year  1961  was  the  first  full  year  of  the  operation  of  the 
Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  the  provisions  of  which  had  been  progres- 
sively implemented  during  1960,  and  came  fully  into  force  as  from 
the  1st  November,  1960.  In  general  it  was  a year  of  consolidation  in 
the  development  of  the  local  authority  mental  health  services  which 
were  described  in  detail  in  my  annual  report  for  1960. 

Services  for  the  Mentally  111. 

Admissions  to  Hospitals. 

The  new  arrangements  for  compulsory  admission  of  mentally 
ill  persons  to  hospital  have  worked  smoothly,  involving  close  co- 
operation between  the  mental  welfare  officers,  general  practitioners, 
and  the  medical  staff  of  the  Central  Hospital,  Hatton.  Most  patients 
are  now  admitted  as  “ informal  patients,”  that  is  in  the  same  way  as 
a patient  is  admitted  to  any  other  kind  of  hospital,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  general  practitioner  and  the  specialist  concerned. 
In  a small  proportion  of  cases  it  is  necessary,  in  the  interests  and 
safety  of  the  patient  and  of  other  persons,  that  compulsory  powers 
should  be  used.  The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  are  always  on  call  on  a 
rota  basis  to  assist  in  these  procedures,  and  to  accompany  the  patient 
to  hospital.  Admission  to  hospital  in  this  way  can  only  be  effected 
on  the  basis  of  a written  medical  recommendation,  usually  by  two 
doctors  but  in  emergency  by  one,  and  usually  with  the  full  consent 
of  the  nearest  relative.  In  addition  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  have 
assisted  general  practitioners  to  arrange  informal  admissions  in 
special  circumstances  and  have  assisted  the  Central  Hospital  by 
making  home  visits  in  emergencies,  e.g.  when  patients  have  returned 
home  without  permission. 

Care  and  After-Care  Services. 

A psychiatric  social  worker  from  the  Health  Department 
attended  a psychiatric  out-patient  clinic  at  Coventry  and  Warwick- 
shire Hospital,  Coventry,  on  one  session  each  week,  and  also  worked 
at  Central  Hospital,  Hatton,  on  one  day  a week.  Through  these 
arrangements,  and  also  by  referrals  at  other  times,  the  psychiatric 
social  workers  and  mental  welfare  officers  have  continued  to  work 
in  close  co-operation  with  the  psychiatrists  and  social  workers  at 
Central  Hospital,  Hatton,  in  connection  with  clinical  services  and 
after-care  for  mentally  ill  persons.  These  were  part  of  the  plans 
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made  the  previous  year  for  integrating  the  mental  health  services  of 
the  hospital  and  local  authority,  and  several  further  meetings  were 
held  between  senior  officers  representing  the  Coventry  Health 
Department,  the  South  Warwickshire  Hospital  Group,  and  the  Cov- 
entry Executive  Council  to  review  the  scheme. 

The  part  played  by  the  social  workers,  in  the  setting  of  general 
medical  practice,  can  be  an  important  one  whenever  the  general 
practitioners  referred  appropriate  cases  to  them.  In  some  cases  this 
was  after  specialist  psychiatric  treatment  had  been  completed  and 
social  problems  remained  but  in  other  instances  the  object  was  to 
deal  with  early  signs  of  family  and  personal  emotional  disturbances. 
In  addition  to  the  referrals  which  were  made  direct  by  general  prac- 
titioners to  the  mental  health  section,  the  special  arrangement  with 
a group  practice  referred  to  in  last  year’s  annual  report  continued 
in  force.  A psychiatric  social  worker  attended  for  one  session  each 
week  at  the  group  practice  of  three  medical  practitioners  practising 
from  the  Tile  Hill  Health  Centre  and  selected  referrals  were  made 
by  a direct,  personal  introduction.  This  experiment  has  proved 
successful  and  it  is  hoped  to  extend  it  to  other  practices. 

In  other  ways  also,  endeavours  were  made  to  provide  a mental 
health  social  work  service  for  any  persons  living  in  the  community 
and  for  their  families.  Great  importance  was  attached  to  providing 
assistance  as  early  as  possible  after  disturbances  first  showed  them- 
selves. Referrals  were  received  from  a variety  of  sources  including 
Medical  Officers  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  Health  Visitors,  Probation 
Officers,  Education  Welfare  Officers,  Children’s  Department, 
Housing  Department,  Ministry  of  Labour,  National  Assistance 
Board,  and  Ministers  of  Religion.  In  all  cases  contact  was  established 
with  the  general  practitioner  concerned.  The  aim  in  having  these 
widespread  sources  of  referral  is  to  obtain  points  of  entry  to  disturbed 
family  situations  before  problems  become  too  firmly  established. 

SERVICES  FOR  SUBNORMAL  AND  SEVERELY 
SUBNORMAL  PERSONS 

As  from  1st  November  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  ceased  to 
operate  and  were  replaced  by  the  provisions  in  the  Mental  Health 
Act,  1959.  The  term  “ mental  deficiency  ” was  replaced  by  the  terms 
“ subnormal  ” and  “ severely  subnormal.”  For  children  and  adults 
in  these  categories  a variety  of  services  are  provided  by  the  mental 
health  section  of  the  local  health  authority.  Children  whose  degree 
of  mental  subnormality  renders  them  unsuitable  for  education  at  a 
school  or  special  school  attend  the  Junior  Training  Centre  at  Burns 
Road.  Those  over  the  age  of  sixteen  attend  the  Senior  Centre  at 
Torrington  Avenue  ; most  of  them  will  never  be  capable  of  employ- 
ment under  normal  conditions  but  the  aim  is  to  acheive  this  goal 
whenever  possible  and  during  the  year  9 persons  were  placed  in  jobs. 
An  important  part  of  the  training  at  the  Senior  Centre  was  the  carry- 
ing out  of  industrial  work  on  behalf  of  outside  firms  and  during  the 
year  the  extent  and  scope  of  this  work  increased  considerably. 
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An  important  feature  of  the  work  of  the  Training  Centres  was 
the  teamwork  involving  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  the  Mental 
Welfare  Officer  and  the  Supervisor  and  staff  of  each  Centre.  The 
Medical  Officers  conducted  weekly  medical  examinations  of  trainees 
at  the  two  Centres  at  which  the  parent  or  nearest  relative  was 
invited  to  be  present.  For  these  examinations  reports  from  the 
Supervisor,  the  class  instructor  and  the  mental  welfare  officer  were 
available,  so  that  there  was  a comprehensive  review  of  the  physical 
and  mental  condition,  the  training  progress  and  the  social  and  family 
aspects  of  each  trainee  at  least  once  each  year,  in  addition  to  reviews 
in  special  circumstances.  The  weekly  case  conferences  conducted  by 
the  assistant  medical  officer  co-ordinated  the  work  of  the  Centre 
Supervisors  and  other  staff,  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  and  the 
doctors. 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  kept  in  touch  with  the  families 
by  means  of  home  visits  to  help  and  advise  with  social,  family  and 
behaviour  problems. 

At  the  Senior  Centre  monthly  social  evenings  continued  to  be 
held  for  the  trainees  and  their  parents  or  other  interested  relatives. 
From  October  a weekly  dancing  class  under  a qualified  instructor 
was  commenced  on  one  evening  each  week  for  the  more  socially 
and  mentally  advanced  of  the  trainees  and  for  the  former  trainees 
who  had  been  placed  in  jobs.  (Friends  and  relatives,  as  well  as 
members  of  the  staff,  also  attended  this  function).  This  has  proved  a 
very  successful  additional  part  of  the  social  training  provided  by 
the  centre. 

Many  of  the  children  in  attendance  at  the  Burns  Road  Junior 
Training  Centre  again  spent  a week’s  holiday  at  a hotel  at  Hun- 
stanton, accompanied  by  the  Supervisor  and  other  members  of  the 
staff  of  the  Centre.  The  children  derived  great  enjoyment  from  this 
week  at  the  seaside,  thanks  to  all  the  extra  work  put  in  by  members 
of  the  Centre  staff,  the  facilities  provided  by  the  hotel  and  the 
financial  assistance  provided  by  the  local  branch  of  the  National 
Society  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children. 

The  extensions  at  the  Burns  Road  Centre  were  completed  during 
the  year  and  two  additional  classrooms  came  into  use,  thereby 
increasing  the  accommodation  to  90  places. 

Those  severely  subnormal  children  and  adults  who  were  not  in 
attendance  at  either  of  the  Training  Centres  received  regular  visits 
in  their  own  homes  from  a Mental  Welfare  Officer  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  guidance  or  support  over  the  many  problems  which  can 
arise,  as  well  as  from  the  Medical  Officer  assigned  to  the  case. 

Some  severely  subnormal  children  and  adults  require  care  and 
training  in  hospital,  for  short  or  long  periods.  There  are  still  long 
waiting  lists  and  many  who  require  this  form  of  care  have  to  remain 
at  home.  However,  the  hospitals  for  subnormals  have  helped  to 
ease  the  strain  in  many  cases  by  admitting  the  patient  for  three  or 
four  weeks,  to  enable  the  parents  or  other  members  of  the  family 
to  have  a holiday  or  a rest  from  the  continuous  responsibilities  of 
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caring  for  a severely  handicapped  person.  The  arrangements  for 
these  admissions  to  hospital,  and  also  in  the  few  instances  where 
vacancies  for  long-term  care  became  available,  were  carried  out  by 
the  mental  welfare  officers.  The  mental  welfare  officers  also  acted  as 
a link  with  the  families  of  a number  of  subnormal  persons  in  hospital, 
and  supplied  reports  to  the  hospitals  in  connection  with  applications 
for  holidays  with  the  families,  or  applications  for  discharge,  or  other 
special  enquiries. 

Towards  the  end  of  1960  the  Director  of  Education,  the  Director 
of  Welfare  Services  and  myself  agreed  to  a scheme  for  the  after-care 
of  children  suffering  from  mental  or  physical  handicaps.  So  far  as 
mentally  handicapped  children  were  concerned  this  followed  certain 
changes  made  by  the  Mental  Health  Act,  which  included  amendments 
to  the  Section  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  dealing  with  such  children. 
As  a result  of  these  changes  the  Minister  of  Health  and  the  Minister 
of  Education  recommended  that  local  authorities  should  review  their 
arrangements  for  the  care  of  mentally  handicapped  school  leavers. 
Under  the  new  scheme  agreed  on  for  Coventry,  as  from  the  begin- 
ning of  1961  a considerable  part  of  the  time  of  two  mental  welfare 
officers  was  spent  on  after-care  of  selected  boys  and  girls  who  had 
been  ascertained  as  educationally  subnormal  and  had  attended 
special  schools.  The  selection  of  those  requiring  such  after-care  was 
made  by  the  school  medical  officer  for  the  particular  school,  in 
consultation  with  the  headmaster  and  the  objects  of  the  scheme  were 
explained  to  the  parents,  so  that  the  arrangement  was  one  they  could 
enter  into  voluntarily.  The  mental  welfare  officers  get  to  know  the 
children  in  the  last  term  before  they  leave  school  and  afterwards  they 
give  to  them  and  their  parents  any  help  or  advice  which  is  necessary 
in  dealing  with  problems  of  employment,  of  social  adjustment,  or 
any  other  difficulties.  Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the 
Youth  Employment  Officer.  Many  children  leaving  special  schools 
do  not  require  this  scheme  of  “ after-care  most  who  receive  this 
help  benefit  from  it  and  are  able  to  continue  in  employment,  without 
serious  problems.  A few  require  considerable  social  work  help  and 
may  require  admission  to  the  Senior  Training  Centre  for  a period  of 
training  and  social  rehabilitation,  prior  to  being  placed  in  outside 
employment  again.  A very  small  number  may  require  admission  to 
a hospital  for  subnormals  for  training  on  a residential  basis.  The 
essence  of  this  service  is  the  help  given  to  children  of  limited  in- 
telligence in  adapting  to  the  problems  of  late  adolescence  and  early 
adult  life.  The  results  of  the  first  year’s  working  of  the  new  scheme 
are  very  encouraging  and  it  should  also  be  regarded  as  a preventive 
service,  in  relation  to  the  problems  in  adult  life  of  certain  subnormal 
persons. 

Comprehensive  Mental  Health  Service. 

Eollowing  the  Report  prepared  by  the  Town  Clerk  in  December, 
1960,  the  proposed  scheme  for  the  integration  of  the  Mental  Health 
Service  with  the  Child  Guidance  Service  was  approved  by  the 
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City  Council  in  March,  1961.  It  was  recognised  that  full  integra- 
tion could  not  be  achieved  until  three  important  pre-requisites 
were  met,  namely  the  appointment  of  a child  psychiatrist,  the 
provision  of  joint  accommodation  for  the  two  services  and  the 
setting-up  of  new  administrative  arrangements.  It  was  agreed  to 
proceed  with  whatever  interim  steps  were  possible,  principally  in 
the  field  of  professional  workers.  The  Principal  Mental  Health 
Officer  (a  psychiatric  social  worker)  commenced  to  work  two 
sessions  weekly  in  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  from  June  and  in 
October  a psychiatric  social  worker  was  appointed  to  the  combined 
service,  with  eight  sessions  in  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  and  two 
sessions  in  the  Mental  Health  Section  of  the  Health  Department. 
These  workers  were  also  able  to  assist  with  social  work  in  connection 
with  children  at  the  authority’s  hostel  for  maladjusted  children,  and 
with  the  arrangements  for  after-care  of  maladjusted  children  follow- 
ing the  time  of  leaving  school. 

The  proposed  new  Joint  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee,  con- 
sisting of  representatives  of  the  Education  and  Health  Committees, 
was  constituted  and  met  for  the  first  time  in  November,  1961.  The 
comprehensive  service  is  a pioneer  scheme  of  great  potential  value 
and  although  its  fulfilment  must  await  the  developments  referred  to 
above,  a beginning  was  made  in  a small  way  during  the  year. 

Staffing. 

Some  further  progress  was  made  to  increase  the  number  of 
trained  social  workers  in  the  service.  The  Principal  Mental  Health 
Officer  commenced  duties  in  March  ; a further  psychiatric  social 
worker  was  appointed  to  the  combined  service  in  October  ; a 
social  worker  with  basic  social  science  qualifications  was  appointed 
specifically  to  gain  experience  and  to  be  seconded  in  due  course 
for  psychiatric  social  worker  training  ; a vacancy  for  a mental 
welfare  officer  was  filled  by  a worker  with  social  science  qualifi- 
cations. Owing  to  the  nation-wide  shortage  it  was  not  possible 
to  fill  the  remaining  vacancy  for  a psychiatric  social  worker  in  the 
adult  mental  health  services  and  this  has  held  up  further  develop- 
ments of  eare  and  prevention  services  for  the  mentally  ill. 

Training  of  Students. 

During  the  year  there  was  a marked  increase  in  the  facilities 
provided  by  the  Mental  Health  Section  for  the  training  of  students 
from  various  courses.  Social  work  students  from  the  new  two-year 
course  at  Lanehester  College  of  Technology,  Coventry,  came  for 
block  periods  and  also  for  one-day-a-week  placements,  for  observa- 
tion of  the  services  and  supervised  experience  of  social  work.  Two 
students  came  from  University  Social  Science  Courses  at  Leicester 
and  Swansea  and,  for  the  first  time,  a psychiatric  social  worker 
student  from  London  School  of  Economics  came  to  spend  one  month 
for  observation  and  practieal  experience. 
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Several  small  groups  of  mental  nursing  students  from  the  train- 
ing course  at  Central  Hospital,  Hatton,  came  to  spend  a half-day  in 
the  Mental  Health  Section  and  to  accompany  the  psychiatric  social 
workers  and  mental  welfare  officers  on  home  visits. 

Work  Undertaken  by  the  Local  Authority  Mental  Health  Section 

during  1961 

1.  Removal  of  patients  to  hospital  under  the  Mental  Health 


Act,  1959  159 

2.  Care  and  After  Care  : 

(a)  Subnormal  and  severely  subnormal  persons 

In  hospital  258 

At  home  361 

619 

Home  Visits  and  interviews 
Subnormal  persons  995 

Severely  subnormal  persons  1,333 

2,328 

Children  in  temporary  hospital  care  for  short  periods 
during  year  19 

Persons  on  waiting  list  for  hospital  care  as  at  31st 
December,  1961 18 

Persons  in  attendance  at  Training  Centres  on  31st 
December,  1961  : 

Junior  Centre 88 

Senior  Centre 118 

206 

(h)  Mentally  ill  persons  : 

Home  visits  and  interviews  2,763 

(c)  Special  Joint  Clinic  held  with  Group  Practice  at 
Tile  Hill  Health  Centre  : 

Interviews  87 


We  are  most  grateful  to  the  continued  co-operation  from  Drs. 
S.  W.  Gillman  and  C.  Tetlow,  Consultant  Psychiatrists  and  to  Mr. 
A.  Gottlieb,  Psychiatric  Social  Worker,  all  of  the  Department  of 
Psychiatric  Work,  Central  Hospital,  Hatton,  Warwicks.  Their 
assistance  has  been  most  helpful  throughout  the  year  towards  the 
efficient  working  of  our  mental  health  service. 

(N.B.  The  City  Council’s  Scheme  for  the  Mental  Health 
Services  (Section  28  N.H.S.  Act)  which  was  approved  by  the  Minister 
of  Health  on  25th  July,  1960,  was  printed  in  full  in  my  1960  Annual 
Report  and  it  is  not  proposed  to  include  this  herein  or  in  future 
Annual  Reports.) 
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REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS 
NEEDING  CARE  AND  ATTENTION 

(Section  47,  National  Assistance  Act  1948) 

There  were  no  cases  of  persons  during  the  year  in  which  it  was 
necessary  to  take  action  for  their  compulsory  removal  to  suitable 
premises. 

There  were,  however,  one  or  two  cases  of  persons  requiring  care 
and  attention  who  in  the  first  instance  refused  to  avail  themselves 
of  such  facilities  as  the  Hospital  or  Welfare  Department  was  able 
to  provide  or  to  make  available,  but  eventually  they  were  prevailed 
upon  to  enter  suitable  premises,  without  the  necessity  of  invoking 
compulsory  powers. 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY 

I am  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer  and  Manager  for  the 
following  information  as  to  the  city’s  water  supply  : — 


Houses  with  water  supply  laid  on 

1960 

93,517 

1961 

94,306 

Houses  supplied  by  standpipe  or  similar 
means  

921 

921 

Population  supplied  direct  

288,627 

305,353 

Population  obtaining  mains  supply  by 
standpipe  or  other  means  (not 
direct)  

2,763 

2,983 

Total  population  supplied  

291,390 

308,336 

The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality 
for  all  essential  purposes. 

The  appendix  given  below  contains  information  as  to  the  fre- 
quency of  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  water  from 
the  various  sources  of  supply. 

The  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination  consists 
of  chlorination  at  all  sources  of  supply,  which  at  underground 
sources  of  supply  is  only  a marginal  dose. 

The  statistics  asked  for  under  this  section  are  set  out  on  page  65a. 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSES  1961 
PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

1.  The  Livingstone  Road  Swimming  Bath,  Foleshill,  which  is  Cor- 
poration owned,  is  90  ft.  long  by  35  ft.  wide,  and  holds  140,000 
gallons  of  water.  It  slopes  gradually  along  its  main  length  from 
a depth  of  3 ft.  6 ins.  at  the  shallow  end  to  7 ft.  and  thereafter  more 
sharply  from  7 ft.  to  10  ft.  deep  at  the  opposite  end  for  purposes  of 
high  diving. 
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Bacteriological 

Examinations 


Chemical 

Examinations 


Samples  from 

Frequency  of 
Examination 

Laboratory 

All  underground 
supplies, 

Strensham,  and 
bulk  supply  from 
Birmingham 

Twice  weekly 

City  Laboratories 
Service, 
Coventry. 

Fortnightly 

Coventry  Public 
Health 
Laboratory 

Strensham 

Treated  water 
Daily 

City  Laboratories 
Service 
Laboratory 
at  Strensham 

All  stages 
including  inlet 
and  outlet 

Bredon  Reservoir 
— weekly 

Distribution 

System 

8 samples 
each  week 

City  Laboratories 
Service, 
Coventry. 

New  & repaired 
mains,  consumer 
complaints,  etc. 

As  required 

>> 

All  underground 
supplies,  and 
bulk  supply  from 
Birmingham 

Fortnightly 

>> 

Full  chemical 
and  mineral 
analyses 
— periodically 

)) 

Strensham 

Treated  water 
and  all  stages 
— partial  analysis 
— daily 

City  Laboratories 
Service 

Laboratory  at 
Strensham 

Full  analysis, 
water  sampled 
at  Meriden 
— weekly 

City  Laboratories 
Service, 
Coventry. 

Full  analysis, 
all  stages 
through  works 
— monthly 
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The  baths  water  is  derived  from  the  mains  supply  and  is  changed 
once  per  year  towards  the  end  of  Decembei . The  method  of  treat- 
ment is  by  the  super-chlorination  system  which  is  controlled  to  give 
1 to  1-5  parts  of  free  available  chlorine  per  million  of  water,  and  this 
is  introduced  in  conjunction  with  alum  and  caustic  soda  coagulants  so 
as  to  produce  an  equal  balance  and  eliminate  excessive  acidity. 
The  Ph  of  the  water  is  controlled  at  8 so  far  as  possible.  The  baths 
water  undergoes  complete  filtration  every  hours  and  this  is  achiev- 
ed with  the  use  of  two  Worthington-Simpson  centrifugal  pumps 
working  in  conjunction  : there  is  a third  pump  as  a standby.  The 
chlorination  equipment  is  by  Wallace  & Tiernan  (i.e.  ‘ V ’ notch 
chlorinating  plant)  capable  of  controlling  chlorine  input  from  zero 
to  75  lbs  per  hour. 

A Wallace  & Tiernan  chlorine  residual  recorder  is  used  in 
conjunction,  which  records  by  continuous  chart  throughout  the  day 
while  the  plant  is  working  the  amount  of  free  available  chlorine  in 
the  water. 

General  : Footbaths  and  showers  are  provided  both  for  the 
male  and  female  cubicles  and  there  is  also  a footbath  leading  from 
the  cubicles  to  the  baths  through  which  bathers  must  pass. 

This  footbath  is  impregnated  with  a calculated  amount  of  copper 
sulphate  as  a measure  of  control  against  the  spread  of  contagious 
foot  conditions. 

Toilet  and  sanitary  facilities  are  available  as  follows  : — 

Two  toilets  and  wash  hand  basins  in  the  female  cubicle  rooms 
and  two  toilets  and  stalls  in  the  male  cubicle  rooms.  There  are  also 
two  toilets  and  four  wash  hand  basins  in  the  staff  ladies’  cloakrooms 
and  two  toilets  and  three  wash  hand  basins  in  the  staff  men’s  cloak- 
rooms. In  addition  there  are  two  toilets  and  wash  hand  basins 
elsewhere  for  staff. 

Twenty-five  slippers  baths  for  males  and  fifteen  for  females  are 
also  available. 

2.  Gosford  Park  Swimming  Pool.  This  is  a privately  owned  open- 
air  swimming  pool  (Manager  Mr.  E.  Rainbow).  It  is  a ‘ T ’ shaped 
pool  with  a capacity  of  300,000  gallons  derived  from  mains  supply. 
The  water  is  changed  once  per  season  in  April,  pool  water  being 
pumped  to  waste  into  the  sewers.  The  top  part  of  the  ‘ T ’ shape  is 
40  yards  long  by  18  yards  wide,  whilst  the  lower  limb  is  36 j yards 
long  (overlapping  the  top  ‘T’  section)  by  18  yards  wide.  Water 
varies  in  clearly  marked  depths  from  2 ft.  6 ins.  to  4 and  5 feet,  with 
a 10  ft.  deep  section  for  diving  at  the  west  side  of  the  top  ‘ T ’ section. 
Paddling  pools  are  provided  at  the  south  side  of  the  pool. 

Treatment  of  the  water  is  by  the  break-point  chlorinating  system 
to  give  concentration  of  1-6  parts  chlorine  per  million  parts  water. 
The  chlorination  equipment  used  is  that  supplied  by  Wallace  & 
Tiernan  (Type  M.S.V.).  There  are  two  turnover  filters  (Belfast),  one 
of  which  is  capable  of  filtering  the  entire  pool  water  in  7 hours,  but 
when  both  are  used  then  the  time  is  reduced  to  4 hours. 
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General. 

Ample  space  is  provided  for  spectators  all  round  the  pool. 
Showers  and  foot  sprays  are  provided  in  ablution  rooms  both  on  the 
female  and  male  sides  adjoining  the  cubicles,  together  with  3 indoor 
toilets  on  the  female  side  and  2 indoor  toilets  and  stall  on  the  male 
side.  There  are  likewise  two  external  toilets  on  the  female  side  and 
two  external  toilets  and  stall  on  the  male  side. 


Laboratory  Analyses. 

During  the  year  18  samples  from  public  swimming  baths  were 
taken  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  with  the  results 
indicated  on  page  153. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  City  Council’s  Main  Drainage  and  Sewage  Treatment, 
Capital  Works  Programme  covers  the  re-drainage  of  much  of  the  City 
and  is  occasioned  by  the  inadequacy  of  the  existing  trunk  and  certain 
intercepting  sewers  due  to  the  phenomenal  development  that  is 
taking  place. 

The  City  Engineer’s  Department  has  effected  large  scale  ex- 
tensions to  the  Sewage  Treatment  Plant  at  Finham  and  construction 
will  start,  in  the  next  month  or  so,  on  a further  extension  valued  at 
£lf  million  for  which  approval  in  principle  has  been  received  from 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  Due  to  the  increas- 
ing population  of  the  drainage  area,  this  work  has  a high  priority 
in  the  development  of  the  City. 

Because  of  their  small  size,  the  dilution  in  the  rivers  and  streams 
serving  the  area,  is  not  large.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  treat 
Coventry’s  sewage  to  a higher  standard  of  purity  than  usually  met 
with  in  this  country.  A rapid  gravity  sand  filtration  unit  has  been 
built  at  Finham  to  reduce  the  suspended  solid  content  of  the  effluent 
entering  the  River  Sowe  and  subsequently  the  River  Avon. 


The  small  dilution  available  causes  an  additional  problem  in  the 
design  of  the  Main  Drainage  System  with  particular  regard  to  storm 
overflows.  In  the  new  drainage  pattern,  it  is  intended  to  eliminate 
as  far  as  possible  all  direct  overflows  from  the  foul  water  sewers  and 
to  construct  a number  of  regional  storm  water  stations.  The  first 
such  scheme  has  received  Ministerial  approval  in  principle  and  con- 
struction work  is  planned  to  start  in  the  next  few  months. 
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COVENTRY  CREMATORIUM 

The  Canley  Crematorium,  which  is  owned  and  operated  by  the 
Parks  and  Cemeteries  Department  of  the  Corporation,  continued 
efficiently  to  fulfill  its  role  in  the  hygienic  disposal  of  the  dead.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  Medical  Referee  has  the  assistance  of 
the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  two  senior  Medical 
Officers  as  Deputy  Medical  Referees. 

The  figures  for  1961  (with  comparative  figures  for  preceding 
years),  were  as  follows  : — 


Total 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

cremations 

Coventry 

2,086 

1,992 

1,762 

1,679 

1,688 

1,651 

1,563 

residents 

Residents  of 

1,190 

904 

849 

814 

734 

735 

845 

other  areas 

896 

1,088 

913 

865 

954 

916 

718 

It  is  again  the  fact  that  for  1961  the  number  of  cremations 
taking  place  at  the  Coventry  Crematorium  greatly  outnumbered 
(as  in  1960)  the  number  of  burials  (1,423)  occurring  in  the  city. 


HOSPITALS 

The  hospitals  and  annexes  in  the  city  under  the  control  of  the 
Hospital  Management  Committee  (Group  20)  of  the  Birmingham 
Regional  Hospital  Board  remain  as  follows  : — 

The  Coventry  & Warwickshire  Hospital 
Gulson  Hospital 
Whitley  Hospital 

Paybody  Orthopaedic  Hospital  and  Clinic. 

The  Board  issues  its  own  printed  report. 
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SUPERANNUATION  EXAMINATIONS 

Medical  examinations  for  superannuation  purposes,  initial 
entry  into  Corporation  service,  prolonged  sickness,  retirement,  etc., 
commenced  in  the  Health  Department  on  10th  November,  1952,  and 
from  that  date  onwards,  9.939  examinations  have  been  carried  out 
by  the  departmental  medical  staff,  as  follows  : — 


11.11.52 
to 

31.12.53 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Superannuation  Scheme. 

Entrance  into  Superannuation 
Scheme  

335 

360 

534 

606 

552 

374 

194 

203 

196 

Prolonged  sickness  or  retire- 
ment  

30 

34 

29 

23 

16 

43 

28 

24 

33 

Fitness  to  resume  work 

11 

27 

8 

31 

28 

9 

51 

28 

25 

Non-Superannuation. 

Initial  entrance  examination 
to  Transport  Department 

574 

577 

640 

484 

327 

257 

316 

424 

323 

Prolonged  sickness  or  retire- 
ment   

42 

23 

11 

5 

— 

1 

9 

12 

16 

Routine  re-examinations 

31 

50 

27 

43 

57 

107 

111 

117 

122 

Fire  Service  Examinations. 

Admission  to  Fire  Service 
Pensions  Scheme  

48 

93 

9 

20 

18 

23 

31 

26 

24 

Prolonged  sickness  or  retire- 
ment   

4 

5 

I 

3 

4 

1 

1 

4 

4 

Other  medical  examinations  for 
non-superannuated  posts,  etc. 

1 

10 

17 

18 

13 

3 

12 

6 

14 

Sundry. 

: Sundry  and  other  examinations 

1 for  non-superannuated  posts  in 
^ Corporation  Service 

2 

2 

9 

4 

16 

100 

229 

343 

284 

1 

1 Totals 

1,078 

1,181 

|l,285 

1,237 

1,031 

918 

982 

1,187 

1,040 

i 
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WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORATE 

DURING  1961 


Report  of  the  Chief  Inspector,  1961 
B.  D.  ALLEN,  D.P.A.,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
(commenced  20th  March,  1961) 


Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Insp. 
Divisional  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector 
Divisional  Meat  Inspector 
Divisional  Inspector  (South) 
Divisional  Inspector  (North) 

Divisional  Housing  Inspector 

Senior  District  Inspector  (South) 
Senior  District  Inspector  (North) 
District  Inspectors  


Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors 


Meat  Inspectors 


Housing  Inspectors 


Student  Inspectors 


Smoke  Control 

Technical  Assistants  (Temporary) 


Disinfestor  

Clerical  Staff : 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  Sec. 


E.  A.  Johnson,  m.a.p.h.i. 

H.  Ellis  M.A.P.H.I. 

L.  Himsworth,  m.a.p.h.i. 

T.  E.  Willmott,  M.A.P.H.I. 

D.  C.  Norcliffe,  f.a.p.h.i., 

M.R.S.H.,  M.I.P.H.E. 

R.  D.  Hayne,  m.a.p.h.i., 

A.R.S.H. 

D.  H.  Evans 
W.  D.  H.  Kear 
J.  E.  Saunders 

G.  L.  Morris 
J.  E.  Smith 
R.  G.  Puffin 
J.  Lowe 

A.  G.  Harrison 
J.  B.  Simpson 

H.  Lenton 

B.  McCutcheon 

E.  W.  Wright 

J.  Harrison  (to  June,  1961) 

D.  J.  Wilson 

E.  Weare 

J.  N.  Marshall  (to  June,  1961) 

B.  A.  Seal 

D.  W.  Wrighting 

J.  P.  Higgins  (to  June,  1961) 

J.  W.  Stranks  (to  June,  1961) 
W.  L.  Spence 

M.  J.  Skinner 
R.  D.  Wagstaff 

D.  Sutton  (from  September, 
1961) 

R.  Martin  (from  September, 
1961) 

T.  J.  Mills  (from  September, 
1961) 

D.  J.  Cambridge  (from  Nov- 

ember, 1961) 

P.  Francis  (from  November, 
1961) 

E.  J.  Gibson 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Butterfield 
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SIAFF—  cont. 

Shorthand  Typist  Miss  P.  A.  Baughen  (to  June, 

1961) 

Miss  P.  Langston  (from  July, 
1961) 


Group  Clerks  Miss  E.  M.  Brown 

Miss  L.  A.  Wheatley 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Abel 
Mrs.  P.  G.  Vivian 
J.  L.  Green 

Rodent  Control  Staff : 

Rodent  Officer  W.  J.  Brown 

Rodent  Operatives  A.  Baker 

W.  Head 

F.  Nelson  (from  June,  1961) 


During  1961,  legislation  again  added  to  the  duties  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector,  by  giving  additional  powers  and  duties.  In 
particular  the  year  saw  the  passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961, 
and  the  Housing  Act,  1961.  These  additional  duties  have  unfortun- 
ately to  be  undertaken  by  the  existing  staff.  The  present  limitation 
on  the  staffing  position  of  the  Department  is  a very  severe  handicap 
to  the  extension  of  the  work  that  should  take  place.  As  new  duties 
are  given  to  the  Department,  and  the  total  number  of  qualified  staff 
remains  static,  new  duties  can  only  be  undertaken  by  a reduction  of 
duties  in  other  fields  that  are  just  as  necessary  a part  of  the  environ- 
mental health  services  as  the  new  duties.  It  is  the  old  sad  story  of 
robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul,  and  after  so  long  the  law  of  diminishing 
returns  must  operate  and  further  reduce  progress.  A legal  power  in 
the  enforcement  of  environmental  health  that  is  not  exercised  is 
wasted,  and  unused  law  is  bad  law,  but  one  is  at  a loss  to  know  what 
to  do  when  the  limitation  is  due  to  man  power. 
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As  usual,  this  report  is  divided  into  sections,  corresponding  to 
the  sections  in  the  Department,  and  1 will  comment  in  general  on 
each  section. 

General  public  health  work  has  continued  throughout  the  year. 
This  is  largely  routine  work  relating  to  property  repairs  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  and  the  removal  or  abatement  of  matters  that 
are  prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance.  The  extent  of  this  work  in 
Coventry,  especially  in  relation  to  housing  repair,  is  exceedingly 
large,  and  during  the  course  of  the  year  over  5,600  defects  were 
remedied  on  houses. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  District  Inspectorate  were 
given  extended  duties  in  relation  to  food  hygiene  and  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955.  They  have  undertaken  this  work  in  a commendable 
manner.  In  addition,  all  the  District  staff  share  on  a rota  system 
meat  inspection  duties  at  the  public  abattoir.  Here  they  work 
alongside  the  staff  permanently  engaged  on  meat  inspection,  and 
in  this  way  a large  nucleus  of  Inspectors  with  extensive  experience 
in  practical  meat  inspection  is  maintained. 

On  the  food  and  drugs  side,  sampling  has  continued  although 
at  a reduced  rate  compared  with  previous  years.  This  was  due  largely 
to  the  serious  illness  of  the  Divisional  Inspector,  Mr.  H.  Ellis,  and 
it  is  pleasing  to  report  his  return  to  duty  in  good  health  in  the 
autumn  of  last  year  after  a long  period  of  absence.  During  the  course 
of  the  year  various  foods  and  drugs  came  under  scrutiny,  and  in 
particular  one  must  comment  upon  a common  household  food, 
namely,  black  treacle,  which  was  said  to  be  highly  recommended  by 
the  medical  profession.  After  investigation  the  firm  concerned 
asserted  that  they  made  no  claims  as  to  the  medicinal  value,  but 
informed  us  that  their  claim  to  medical  recommendation  was  based 
upon  a written  recommendation  of  a service  medical  officer  made 
some  fifty  years  ago.  One  had  great  difficulty  in  determining  whether 
this  recommendation  was  in  relation  to  its  food  value  or  supposed 
medicinal  value.  Amazement  can  be  expressed,  especially  in  view 
of  the  advancement  of  scientific  knowledge  on  dietetics  and  drugs 
that  a firm  in  1961  should  still  advertise  a claim  made  by  a medical 
man  some  fifty  years  previously.  In  taking  note  from  this,  one 
would  say  that  it  could  be  an  enduring  risk  for  any  eminent  man  to 
lend  his  name  to  the  furthering  of  a commercial  product.  If  the 
recommendation  is  in  glowing  terms,  scientific  progress  may  be 
ignored  for  half  a century. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  advertising  through  the  medium 
of  television  has  caused  concern  in  the  incidence  of  exaggerated 
claims  for  drugs  and  foodstuffs.  However,  in  all  instances  when  these 
items  are  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  authorities  concerned, 
and  the  exaggeration  is  shown  to  exist,  every  effort  is  made  to  put 
them  right.  All  forms  of  food  advertising,  and  especially  television, 
present  a food  and  drugs  authority  with  a special  problem.  Great 
claims  are  made  for  the  most  humble  foodstuffs,  either  packed  with 
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sunshine  vitamins,  or  chock-a-block  with  added  protein.  In  buying 
most  other  commodities,  such  as  “ extra  white  ” washing  powder  or 
double  stretch  socks,  the  housewife  can  in  general  check  the  claims. 
Either  the  wash  is  whiter,  or  it  is  not,  the  socks  either  stretch  double, 
or  do  not.  How,  though,  can  she  judge  the  added  protein  and  other 
ambrosia  ? Here  the  food  and  drugs  authority  must  act  on  her 
behalf. 

In  relation  to  food  and  drugs  work,  a further  difficulty  en- 
countered is  in  respect  of  pictorial  labelling.  From  all  sides  the  con- 
sumer is  assailed  by  vivid  advertisements  or  elaborately  illustrated 
labels  showing  a whole  range  of  exotic  products,  which  do  not 
appear  in  the  final  article.  Perhaps  the  most  misused  word  in  the 
English  language  is  that  of  “ cream.”  Even  a cheap  English  diction- 
ary describes  this  as  “ Fat,  or  the  best  part  of  milk.”  In  relation  to 
food  descriptions,  one  can  relate  almost  a score  of  food  articles 
containing  the  word  cream  in  which  no  milk  products  of  any  sort, 
let  alone  cream,  appear.  It  has  perhaps  become  necessary  now  to 
qualify  the  word  cream  in  relation  to  milk  by  the  designation 
“ containing  milk  cream,”  or  else  give  it  an  entirely  new  name 
altogether. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  an  investigation  of  fruit  sweets 
was  undertaken.  One  is  forced  to  comment  upon  the  delightful 
reproduction  of  the  various  fruits  that  appear  upon  the  wrappings  of 
ordinary  sugar  confectionery,  hinting  at  least  that  the  products 
could  be  held  to  contain  some  proportion  of  the  fruits  illustrated. 
Often  they  contain  none  at  all,  or  at  the  most  a tiny  quantity  of 
natural  flavour,  which  is  made  solely  from  the  rind  of  the  fruit. 
Where  the  fruit  is  shown  split  on  the  illustrated  label,  is  one  being 
unrealistic  in  expecting  that  the  whole  quantity  of  the  fruit  is  in- 
corporated in  some  measure  in  the  confectionery  ? We  are  aware 
that  in  certain  of  the  food  trades,  namely,  soft  drinks,  illustrations 
of  fruit  should  not  appear  on  the  label  unless  the  juice  of  the  fruit 
illustrated  is  used  as  an  ingredient  in  the  beverage  to  the  required 
amount.  Are  we  being  unreasonable  to  expect  the  same  code  to 
operate  in  relation  to  many  other  commodities  supposedly  incorpor- 
ating fruit  ? 

The  early  summer  of  1961  in  Coventry  was  exceptionally  warm 
and  humid,  and  it  is  sad  to  relate  that  this  period  coincided  with  a 
virtual  epidemic  of  mouldy  meat  products  (usually  pies  and  sausage 
rolls)  sold  to  members  of  the  public.  Many  of  these  sales  were  so 
flagrantly  neglectful  that  legal  proceedings  followed,  and  the  sellers 
were  convicted  and  fined.  This  is  one  of  the  aspects  of  food  hygiene 
work  that  for  some  unknown  reason  fails  to  make  any  impression 
upon  retailers.  Part  of  it  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  possession 
of  a refrigerator  or  deep  freeze  cabinet  in  the  eyes  of  the  shopkeeper 
gives  certain  products  unlimited  life.  This  is  not  so,  and  shopkeepers 
should  realise  that  meat  pies,  and,  in  fact,  all  manufactured  meat 
products  that  are  not  a deep  frozen  article,  have  a very  limited  shop 
life.  The  idea  that  a pork  pie  is  good  for  several  days  and  that 
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temperature  changes  and  humidity  can  be  ignored  as  long  as  one 
“ bungs  ” it  in  and  out  of  the  refrigerator  is  both  erroneous  and 
dangerous.  A strict  code  of  practice  in  relation  to  these  products 
should  be  instituted,  and  shopkeepers  should  be  made  aware  by 
repeated  propaganda  that  their  life  is  very  limited,  and  does  not  in- 
crease under  refrigerated  conditions.  A two  day  “ shop  ” life  is  a 
safe  working  rule  for  such  products. 

In  relation  to  meat  inspection,  the  pressure  of  work  in  the  De- 
partment here  has  continued  unabated.  The  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  increased  by  some  8,000  over  the  previous  year  to  give 
a total  of  167,339.  Post  mortem  examinations  were  made  of  all 
animals  slaughtered.  During  the  course  of  the  year  great  emphasis 
has  been  laid  upon  slaughtering  hygiene  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 
The  slaughtering  process  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  difficult  processes 
in  the  food  industry  in  which  to  maintain  a constantly  high  standard 
of  hygiene.  However,  one  has  to  bear  in  mind  that  although  an 
animal  arrives  at  an  Abattoir  from  a farm  thickly  coated  with  soil 
and  manure,  it  has  to  be  handled  by  slaughtermen  and  other  workers 
concerned,  with  the  aim  in  view  that  the  end  product  is  an  article 
of  human  food,  and  that  the  level  of  handling  must  never  fall  below 
a certain  criterion.  In  all  forms  of  food  hygiene  improved  techniques 
and  equipment  make  for  continuing  progress.  In  slaughtering, 
unfortunately,  a three-year  wait  for  hygiene  regulations  from  1955 
to  1958  produced  a period  of  stand-still  and  some  decline  in  hygiene 
standards.  The  period  since  has  not  yet  proved  sufficient  for  the 
standard  desired  to  be  reached.  Often  the  worker  has  to  be  educated 
to  new  standards  and  methods  rather  than  ordered.  Education 
convinces,  ordering  merely  makes  necessary  continuous  enforcement 
action.  The  staff  is  not  available  to  do  this. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  two  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
occurred,  due  to  the  organism  Clostridium  Welchii.  This  is  a normal 
soil  organism,  which  is  found  in  the  intestines  of  most  healthy 
animals.  Both  slaughtering  and  butchering  methods  can  add  to  its 
dissemination.  Its  appearance  as  a common  cause  of  food  poisoning 
now  would  appear  to  indicate  some  fault  occurring  more  than 
occasionally  in  the  line  of  production.  The  final  safeguard  against 
this  organism  is  the  method  of  cooking.  When  one  sees  methods  of 
cooking  suitable  for  the  average  family  of  three  or  four  members 
translated  to  a kitchen  catering  for  600  or  700,  and  dealing  with  meat 
in  large  quantities  (though  those  methods  used  in  the  normal 
household  cause  no  harm),  such  methods  translated  to  meals 
prepared  in  bulk  can  produce  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  of  alarm- 
ing dimensions,  should  the  organisms  be  present.  Communal  cater- 
ing is  a highly  skilled  job,  and  its  methods  of  operation  must  be 
passed  on  to  the  workers  in  that  trade,  by  adequate  instruction  and 
repeated  information  as  to  what  may  go  wrong.  Food  Hygiene 
occupied  a considerable  proportion  of  the  Department’s  time,  but 
the  comment  must  be  made  here  that  not  enough  is  being  done,  and 
here  again  the  limitations  are  solely  the  number  of  staff  available  to 
do  this  work. 
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During  the  course  of  the  year,  it  was  necessary  to  take  proceed- 
ings in  a number  of  cases  for  unsatisfactory  hygiene  conditions  found 
in  food  premises.  In  many  instances  food  traders  are  apparently 
under  the  misapprehension  that  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  In- 
spector in  relation  to  food  hygiene  is  to  act  solely  in  the  form  of  an 
official  adviser.  The  attitude  seems  to  be  “ 1 will  do  it  or  clean  the 
place  up  when  the  Inspector  tells  me.”  This  is  entirely  wrong.  Every 
food  trader  and  every  food  worker  has  a statutory  duty  to  maintain 
at  all  times  clean  and  sound  structural  conditions  in  their  premises, 
and  for  the  trader  to  do  little  or  nothing  in  the  way  of  maintaining 
a high  standard  until  such  time  as  an  inspection  is  made  of  his  prem- 
ises is  in  many  cases  too  late,  and  the  trader  must  expect  legal  pro- 
ceedings to  be  taken  against  him.  One  is  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties 
traders  have  in  this  relationship,  but  those  cannot  in  any  way  excuse 
the  many  instances  of  complete  neglect  that  one  finds  in  some  food 
premises  in  relation  to  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  is  good  business,  and 
one  can  only  instance  the  number  of  firms  whose  premises  and  staff 
and  expanding  business  reflect  the  truth  of  this  statement. 

In  relation  to  atmospheric  pollution,  it  is  very  pleasing  to  record 
that  the  first  two  smoke  control  areas  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  September,  1961,  and,  apart  from  certain  minor  teething  troubles, 
by  the  end  of  the  year  had  settled  down  remarkably  well,  with  almost 
no  trouble.  These  two  areas  cover  some  1,384  aeres,  and  affect 
more  than  5,000  dwellings.  For  the  first  areas  to  be  of  this  size 
presented  the  Department  with  a task  of  some  magnitude,  but  I 
am  pleased  to  reeord  that  everything  went  smoothly,  and  as  the  pace 
of  working  increased  up  to  the  operative  date,  the  staff  managed  to 
take  this  extra  work  in  their  stride.  A considerable  amount  of  overtime 
work  was  neeessary,  and  this  had  to  continue  for  several  weeks  before 
the  operative  date,  and  all  members  of  the  staff  concerned  played 
their  part  and  took  their  share  of  this  additional  work. 

It  is  almost  certain  that  the  British  public  have  become  complac- 
ent over  this  matter  of  atmospheric  pollution.  Visitors  to  this 
country,  particularly  those  from  climates  blessed  with  warmth  and 
more  abundant  sunshine,  when  asked  their  impression  following  a 
visit  to  Britain,  have  many  times  given  as  their  most  lasting  recollec- 
tion . . . “THE  REEK  OF  COAL  SMOKE  IN  THE  TOWNS.” 
One  can  only  emphasise  this  phrase,  and  realise  that  we  and  our 
predecessors,  who  for  the  past  200  years  or  so  have  suffocated  under 
this  vile  stench,  now  accept  its  smell  and  its  attendant  ill  health 
without  it  registering  upon  our  conscious  mind.  We  have  now  the 
power  to  remove  this  undesirable  feature  of  our  towns  within  the 
next  decade,  and  it  is  a wonderful  experience  even  now  to  walk, 
particularly  on  a still  night,  in  the  present  smoke  control  areas  in 
Coventry,  and  realise  that  some  unpleasant  factor  is  missing.  The 
reek  of  coal  smoke  has  gone,  and  the  present  two  quite  large  areas 
of  the  city  show  improvement  in  the  atmosphere  due  to  the  removal 
of  coal  smoke. 

The  experience  gained  in  these  two  areas  in  the  short  period 
that  they  were  in  operation  before  the  close  of  the  year,  proved 
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beyond  doubt  that  the  domestic  chimney  is  one  of  the  principal 
offenders  in  causing  atmospheric  pollution,  and  its  worst  effects  are 
felt  in  the  immediate  locality  of  the  houses  concerned.  The  old 
Scottish  phrase  “ Lang  may  your  lum  reek,”  whilst  ideal  for  the 
poet’s  description  of  peat  smoke  rising  from  the  crofter’s  cottage 
across  the  valley,  loses  its  appeal  when  translated  to  the  modern 
township,  with  coal  fires,  and  we  shall,  as  citizens,  have  a far  healthier 
life  when  our  town  lums  no  longer  reek. 

The  year  1961  has  been  the  first  full  year  of  operation  of  the 
Noise  Abatement  Act,  which  was  passed  in  1960.  It  is  rather  remark- 
able to  relate  that  as  soon  as  we  have  a statute  passed  to  deal  specifi- 
cally with  noise,  in  its  first  year  of  operation  the  noise  complaints 
received  by  the  Department  are  increased  threefold.  One  cannot 
decide  whether  this  is  mere  coincidence,  or  whether  the  passing  of 
the  Act  has  tended  to  make  people  more  aware  of  the  noise  they 
suffer  in  an  industrial  city. 

Comment  has  been  made  in  previous  years  concerning  the  diffi- 
culty of  dealing  with  noise,  and  as  time  passes,  it  is  becoming  more 
and  more  apparent  that  these  difficulties  are  increased  in  having  to 
deal  with  noise,  particularly  industrial  noise,  after  the  factories  are 
established  and  in  production.  This  Department  has  long  advocated, 
often  as  a lone  voice  in  the  night,  that  every  aspect  of  possible  noise 
production  should  be  considered  during  the  planning  stage,  and 
action  taken  against  it.  With  modern  scientific  method,  it  is  possible 
to  assess  factory  machinery  according  to  its  noise  output,  and  a 
factory  or  layout  can  be  largely  planned,  and  buildings  so  designed, 
to  eliminate  much  noise  transference  through  the  structure  and  out 
into  housing  areas. 

Often  factory  buildings  are  of  very  light  construction,  particu- 
larly in  relation  to  the  roof,  and  whilst  a light  roof  will  often  absorb 
sounds  of  very  high  frequencies,  it  will  transmit  sounds  in  the  lower 
frequencies,  which  can  be  heard  in  nearby  houses. 

This  problem  is  becoming  more  difficult  to  deal  with,  due  to  the 
tendency  now  to  taller  buildings  for  housing  accommodation,  in 
the  form  of  multi-storey  blocks  of  flats.  Often  the  situation  of  the 
factory  is  such  that  in  relation  to  traditional  houses  of  two  storeys, 
the  noise  transmitted  through  the  factory  roof  would  be  directed 
over  the  tops  of  the  houses,  and  not  cause  nuisance.  Now,  as  the 
tall  blocks  rise,  the  living  accommodation  is  often  in  a direct  line 
with  the  area  of  roof  transmitting  the  noise,  and  not  only  receives 
noise  in  the  block  concerned,  but  the  tall  blocks  can  also  act  as 
deflectors,  and  transmit  the  noise  nuisance  to  other  properties.  If 
the  problems  of  noise  are  to  continue  to  increase  as  they  have 
generally  during  the  past  ten  years,  then  the  whole  aspect  of  urban 
development,  with  associated  industry,  may  have  to  be  reconsidered, 
and  industry  zoned  and  sited  in  such  a manner  as  to  cause  no  noise 
nuisance. 

Work  under  the  Housing  Act  has  continued  in  relation  to  the 
clearance  areas,  and  individual  unfit  houses  that  are  dealt  with  by 
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means  of  Demolition  Orders.  The  considerable  problem  of  houses 
let  in  lodgings  remains,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  was  passed 
the  Housing  Act,  1961,  which  gives  valuable  additional  powers  in 
relation  to  these  houses.  This  Act  and  its  management  code  will  not 
lay  down  actual  standards  for  amenities.  This  will  still  be  the  duty 
of  the  Local  Authorities,  but  it  will  provide  for  codes  of  management 
in  certain  cases  to  be  enforced  against  houses  that  are  not  kept  in 
good  condition.  In  connection  with  this  type  of  housing,  it  is  most 
difficult  to  estimate  accurately  the  number  so  occupied.  It  was 
hoped  that  this  figure  would  be  quickly  provided  by  computer 
methods  from  the  details  taken  in  the  April  census,  as  the  census 
forms  required  indications  of  houses  which  were  occupied  by  more 
than  one  family.  It  is  regretted  that  this  information  was  not  available 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  other  more  laborious  methods  had  to  be 
employed  in  tracing  these  houses.  Once  the  houses  were  known,  then 
inspections  could  be  made  and  conditions  checked  and  action  taken 
in  cases  where  conditions  needed  improving. 


Caravans  and  caravan  sites  were  vigorously  tackled  during  the 
year,  and  this  involved  a tremendous  amount  of  work.  Site  licences 
were  issued  in  four  instances,  together  with  the  required  conditions, 
and  in  a third  instance,  in  the  case  of  a large  site,  discussions  took 
place  with  the  site  owners,  and  site  conditions  were  agreed  upon  for 
the  necessary  licence,  the  only  difficulty  being  the  length  of  time  for 
which  planning  permission  was  granted.  The  owners  felt  that  the 
planning  permission  granted  on  the  site  was  insufficient  to  warrant 
the  development  of  the  site  to  such  a high  standard  as  was  envisaged 
in  the  site  conditions. 


Generally  the  level  of  work  throughout  the  year  has  been  high. 
The  work  of  this  Department  covers  many  aspects  of  public  health  ; 
the  establishment  of  the  Department  is  low,  and  therefore  the 
garment  of  work  has  to  be  cut  in  order  to  fit  the  number  of  staff 
available  to  do  it.  This  is  not  a satisfactory  method  of  working,  and 
often  the  continuity  of  work  has  to  be  broken  in  order  to  take  on 
jobs  that  perhaps  at  that  moment  are  more  urgent  than  the  investiga- 
tions being  followed.  This  often  proves  irritating  to  staff,  particu- 
larly the  younger  Inspectors,  who,  as  the  pressure  of  work  changes, 
have  to  be  moved  in  order  to  take  up  the  bulges  of  work.  In  addition, 
during  the  course  of  the  year,  sickness,  which  in  total  was  equivalent 
to  the  loss  of  two  Inspectors  for  the  whole  year,  added  greatly  to  our 
difficulties.  One  dreams  of  the  day  when  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’ 
Department  will  have  the  establishment  for  all  the  staff  that  it  needs, 
and  be  able  to  recruit  staff  in  order  to  carry  out  fully  duties  in  relation 
to  environmental  hygiene. 


78 


NEW  LEGISLATION 

Enactments  which  extended  the  functions  of  the  Department 
and  which  came  into  operation  during  the  year  were  : — 

Public  Health  Act,  1961 

This  Act  amends  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
relating  to  building  byelaws.  Power  is  given  to  the  Minister  of  Hous- 
ing and  Local  Government  to  make  building  regulations  on  such 
date  as  he  may  by  order  appoint.  From  that  date  henceforth,  all 
references  to  building  byelaws  in  the  specified  statutes  will  terminate. 
It  also  makes  certain  amendments  to  the  law  relating  to  public  health 
and  the  functions  of  County  Councils  and  other  Local  Authorities, 
and  incorporates  many  powers  made  in  various  local  Acts.  Amend- 
ments are  also  made  in  the  law  relating  to  trade  effluents.  The  Act 
contains  eighty-six  sections,  divided  into  seven  parts. 

No  fewer  than  fifty-one  of  the  sections  of  this  Act  are  based  on 
provisions  found  in  local  Acts.  Coventry’s  local  Acts,  extending 
over  the  past  sixty  years,  contain  a good  share  of  the  provisions  which 
were  the  precedents  upon  which  a number  of  the  sections  in  the  Act 
under  review  were  based.  That  the  foresighted  local  Act  provisions 
have  proved  their  worth  and  effectiveness  within  their  limits  is 
manifest  in  the  extended  general  powers  now  given  to  them  by  their 
inclusion  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961.  Any  overlapping  and  in- 
consistencies which  may  arise  with  those  Local  Authorities  who  have 
promoted  their  own  legislation  on  the  matters  covered  by  this  Act, 
can  be  removed  by  application  to  the  Minister  for  this  purpose. 
The  provisions  of  this  Act,  with  the  exception  of  those  relating  to 
building  regulations  under  Part  two,  came  into  force  on  the  3rd 
October,  1961. 

The  Housing  Act,  1961 

The  first  part  of  the  Act  relates  to  financial  provisions  in  relation 
to  housing  accommodation  provided  by  Local  Authorities. 

Part  two  of  the  Act  makes  amendments  to  the  Housing  Act,  1 957, 
in  respect  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation,  and  with  regard  to  the 
reconditioning  of  condemned  houses.  The  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  is  empowered  to  make  regulations  to  provide 
a code  for  the  management  of  houses  let  in  lodgings  or  occupied 
by  members  of  more  than  one  family.  The  regulations  may  in 
particular  require  the  person  managing  the  house  to  ensure  the  repair, 
maintenance,  cleansing  and  good  order  of  all  means  of  water  supply 
and  drainage,  sinks  and  wash  basins  in  common  use,  common 
staircases,  corridors,  and  passage  ways,  outbuildings,  yards  and 
gardens,  and  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  and  litter. 

The  Act  provides  for  increased  amenities,  means  of  escape  from 
fire  and  directions  to  prevent  or  reduce  overcrowding  in  houses  in 
multiple  occupation. 
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The  Factories  Act,  1961 

This  Act  was  passed  on  the  22nd  June,  1961,  and  will  come  into 
force  on  the  first  day  of  April,  1962.  It  is  an  Act  to  consolidate  the 
Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959,  and  certain  other  enactments  relating 
to  the  safety,  health  and  welfare  of  employed  persons.  It  makes  a 
clean  sweep  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937,  1948  and  1959,  repealing 
them  completely,  and  in  so  doing  introduces  new  provisions,  while 
re-enacting  some  of  the  old. 

Lead  in  Food  Regulations,  1961 

These  regulations  come  into  force  on  the  16th  day  of  April,  1962, 
and  lay  down  statutory  limits  for  the  lead  content  of  food  and  bever- 
ages imported,  sold  or  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption. 
Varied  limits  are  applied  to  certain  listed  foods  and  other  foods  are 
subject  to  a maximum  content  of  2-0  parts  per  million  of  lead.  A 
schedule  to  the  regulations  sets  out  a description  of  the  foods  and 
the  proportions  of  lead  (expressed  in  terms  of  parts  per  million 
estimated  by  weight)  which  the  foods  specified  may  contain.  The 
regulations  apply  to  England  and  Wales. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Regulations,  1961 

These  regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  August,  1961. 
They  revoke  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Regulations, 
1951  and  1954,  introducing  used  wood  wool  as  a prescribed  filling 
material  to  which  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act, 
1951,  applies.  New  standards  of  cleanliness  of  filling  materials  are 
also  prescribed  by  the  regulations.  The  form  of  records  to  be 
kept  under  Section  9 of  the  Act  by  the  occupiers  of  registered  or 
licensed  premises  are  set  out  in  the  Fourth  Schedule  to  the  regula- 
tions. 

The  Alkali  etc.  Works  Order,  1961 

This  Order  was  made  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  in  the  interests  of  clean  air,  and  comes  into  operation  on 
the  1st  January,  1962.  The  list  of  noxious  or  offensive  gases  men- 
tioned in  the  Alkali  etc.  Works  Regulation  Act,  1906,  as  extended 
by  the  Orders  of  1928  to  1958,  is  further  extended  to  include  the  gases 
and  fumes  set  out  in  the  first  schedule  to  the  Order.  A second 
schedule  gives  a list  of  the  works  to  be  included  with  those  already 
mentioned  in  the  Act  of  1906. 

The  Labelling  of  Food  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1961 

These  amending  regulations  were  made  jointly  by  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  the  Minister  of  Health.  They 
come  into  operation  on  the  20th  March,  1962,  and  extend  the  exemp- 
tion from  labelling  requirements  regarding  fruit  basis  and  alcoholic 
content  to  all  wines  obtained  by  fermentation  of  the  juice  of  grapes 
where  the  wines  have  not  been  subject  to  any  process  to  alter  their 
character. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 

Classified  summary  of  inspections  carried  out  by  Meat  Inspectors. 

Ante  and  post  mortem  examinations  of  animals  slaughtered  167,339 
Post  mortem  examinations  of  animals  dead  on  arrival  or  in 


lairs  27 

Inspections  of  country  dressed  carcases  13 

Re-inspections  of  home  killed  meat  59 

Detailed  inspections  of  imported  meats  130 

Inspections  of  canned  meats  81 

Inspections  of  other  meats  74 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  291 


Unsound  Food 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offals  condemned  at  the  Abattoir 
and  Wholesale  Market  was  : — 

91  tons  6 cwts.  2 qrs.  23  lbs. 

Unfit  carcase  meat  and  collected  blood  are  dealt  with  on  the  site  in 
the  digester  plant.  The  remainder  is  removed  by  authorised  collector. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  throughput  at  the  abattoir  rose  this  year  from  159,234 
animals  to  167,339.  Cattle  and  calves  remained  substantially  the 
same,  pigs  continued  to  decline  but  sheep  rose  by  12%. 

Slaughtering  arrangements  continued  as  in  previous  years, 
practically  all  slaughtering  being  carried  out  by  four  firms.  Certain 
minor  changes  in  routine  were  introduced  as  a result  of  legislation 
and  increased  attention  was  given  to  the  question  of  hygiene.  It  is 
hoped  that  these  changes  will  be  consolidated  by  the  appointed 
date  (1st  April,  1963),  when  all  the  regulations  relating  to  hygiene 
and  cruelty  will  be  in  force. 

Throughout  the  year  100%  meat  inspection  was  maintained. 
Certain  staff  changes  were  made  but  by  means  of  a rota  system  the 
whole  of  the  slaughtering  hours  were  covered  and  practical  meat 
inspection  experience  afforded  to  students  and  newly  qualified 
inspectors.  The  following  details  were  recorded  : — 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  OF  SLAUGHTERED  ANIMALS 
COVENTRY  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR,  1961 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  killed  

14,920 

6,164 

3,547 

93,319 

49,389 

No.  inspected 

14,920 

6,164 

3,547 

93,319 

49,389 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

8 

53 

121 

62 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  

4,113 

1,306 

23 

4,558 

9,496 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  

27-6% 

21-3% 

2- 17% 

501% 

19-35% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

6 

— 

— 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

143 

85 

4 

— 

533 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  

0-97% 

1-47% 

011% 

1-08% 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  

179 

12 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

23 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci) 
Affecting  Whole  Carcases 


Disease  — Condition 

Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs. 

Total 

Decomposition  

— 

— 

— 

2 



2 

Emaciation  

1 

1 

2 

58 

4 

66 

Extensive  injuries 

1 

— 

1 

3 

2 

7 

Fever  

— 

— 

1 

5 

11 

17 

Immaturity  

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

15 

Jaundice  

— 

— 

6 

— 

1 

7 

Joint  ill  

— 

— 

2 

— 



2 

Leukaemia  

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Tumours  

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Malodour  

. 

— 

1 

1 



2 

Moribund  

— 

— 

4 

18 

5 

27 

Myositis,  interstitial 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

O^ema  

— 

2 

1 

3 

3 

9 

Osteomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Pyaemia  



— 

2 

6 

5 

13 

Septicaemia 
(a)  Septic  arthritis 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

5 

7 

(b)  Septic  enteritis 

— 

— 

4 

1 

1 

6 

(c)  Septic  mastitis 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

6 

(d)  Septic  metritis 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

(e)  Septic  pericarditis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

(f)  Septic  peritonitis 

— 

— 

3 

1 

5 

9 

(g)  Septic  pleurisy 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

(h)  Septic  pneumonia 

— 

— 

7 

14 

1 

22 

Swine  Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

9 

Swine  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Toxaemia 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Total 

4 

8 

53 

121 

62 

248 

84 


Diseases  and  Conditions  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  Affecting  Parts  or 
Organs  Encountered  During  Inspection  of  all  Animals  During  the  year 


Disease  — Condition 

Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Abscess  

648 

112 

6 

79 

55 

900 

Actinomycosis-bacillosis 

232 

21 

— 

— 

4 

257 

Adenitis  

11 

1 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Angiomata  

92 

381 

— 

— 

2 

475 

Arthritis  

1 

— 

— 

1 

71 

73 

Bacterial  necrosis 

10 

2 

6 

— 

— 

18 

Cirrhosis-hepatitis 

7 

2 

— 

2 

2810 

2821 

Congestion  

22 

6 

1 

5 

47 

81 

Ecchinococcus  

216 

122 

— 

429 

24 

791 

Emphysema  

20 

20 

— 

— 

— 

40 

Endocarditis  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Enteritis  

3 

1 

— 

2 

25 

31 

Fascioliasis  

1707 

319 

— 

890 

1 

2917 

Fat  necrosis  

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Fatty  infiltration 

11 

15 

— 

43 

14 

83 

Fibrosis  

7 

— 

1 

— 

— 

8 

Fractures,  injuries  etc 

36 

11 

1 

7 

24 

79 

Haemorrhage  

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Johnes  Disease  

28 

24 

— 

— 

— 

52 

Mastitis  

— 

30 

— 

— 

6 

36 

Miliary  Necrosis 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Nephritis  

16 

9 

— 

1 

152 

178 

Oedema  

2 

2 

— 

4 

— 

8 

Parasites,  unclassified 

363 

69 

— 

2697 

10 

3139 

Pericarditis  

48 

4 

— 

38 

1048 

1138 

Peritonitis  

202 

89 

— 

55 

433 

779 

Pigmentation  

18 

6 

— 

4 

1 

29 

Pleurisy  

358 

53 

— 

66 

1038 

1515 

Pneumonia  

34 

1 

7 

233 

3709 

3984 

Presternal  calcification  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Rash  

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

13 

Ringworm  

— 

— 

1 

_ 

6 

7 

Tumours  

4 

3 

— 

2 

2 

11 

Totals 

4113 

1306 

23 

4558 

9496 

19496 

Animal  Health 

The  butchers  and  the  wholesalers  continued  to  deal  in  high 
quality  animals  generally,  and  as  a result  the  rejection  of  whole 
carcases  as  unfit  for  food  remained  at  a very  small  percentage.  The 
principal  work  of  the  meat  inspectors  was  the  detection  and  rejection 
of  localised  infections  and  parasitic  conditions.  These  followed  the 
pattern  of  previous  years  with  a few  exceptions  which  deserve 
comment. 

Fascioliasis  (Liver  Fluke) 

The  incidence  of  this  parasitic  affection  showed  an  appreciable 
drop  when  compared  with  the  figures  for  1960.  2,026  bovine  and 
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890  sheep  livers  were  totally  condemned,  compared  with  2,311  and 
1,813,  so  that  the  drop  affected  mainly  sheep.  A record  was  kept 
this  year  of  the  number  of  bovine  livers  trimmed,  and  these  amounted 
to  3,375.  Altogether  these  figures  indicate  that  25  % of  all  cattle  were 
found  harbouring  this  parasite. 

Ecchinococcus. 

The  incidence  of  this  parasite  in  organs  of  cattle  and  sheep 
continued  to  rise,  0-6%  of  the  animals  being  affected.  However, 
this  figure,  in  the  absence  of  investigation,  does  not  reveal  whether 
any  particular  locality  is  more  heavily  affected  than  others.  In  fact, 
certain  consignments  of  sheep  received  during  the  year  were  found 
to  be  heavily  affected,  indicating  worm  ridden  farm  dogs  as  the 
source,  and  treatment  of  such  cases  at  the  farm  would  no  doubt 
materially  alter  the  incidence  rate.  Nevertheless,  each  case  of  hydatid 
cyst  found  presupposes  some  dog  affected  with  the  tapeworm  and 
is  a possible  danger  to  man. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  classify  other  parasitic  conditions,  but 
2,697  sheep  livers  were  condemned  because  of  degenerated  cysts 
compared  with  1,453  in  1960,  and  an  unrecorded  number  were 
trimmed.  It  would  appear  that  tapeworm  infection  in  dogs,  whether 
transmissible  to  man  or  not,  is  an  accepted  fact. 

Ascaris 

The  occurrence  of  round  worm  infection  in  pigs  showed  a 
substantial  increase  with  the  resultant  loss  in  pig  livers  to  the  trade. 

Lung  Infections 

These  remained  high  in  pigs.  Pneumonia  was  found  in  3,709 
cases,  and  by  far  the  larger  proportion  of  these  indicated  virus 
infection.  The  number  of  pleurisy  cases  rose  from  629  in  1960  to 
1,038  this  year.  As  these  were  practically  all  local  inflammations,  the 
loss  to  the  trade  was  negligible,  but  to  the  producers  it  may  be  of 
more  serious  import,  as  the  loss  in  live  weight  gain  of  pigs  may  be 
substantial. 

Cysticercus  Bovis. 

As  reported  last  year  this  parasite  appears  to  be  well  established 
in  man  and  animals.  215  cases  were  found,  compared  with  152  in 
1960.  Examination  revealed  that  90%  of  the  cases  showed  one 
isolated  degenerated  cyst  in  the  head  and  no  further  cysts  when  the 
carcase  was  jointed.  The  other  10%  showed  isolated  live  cysts. 
It  would  appear  from  the  lack  of  generalised  cases  that  cattle  natur- 
ally avoid  heavily  contaminated  areas,  but  pick  up  infection  from 
disseminated  material.  Agencies  responsible  for  such  dissemination 
could  be  many  and  include  storm  water  overflows,  surface  drainage, 
the  use  of  sewage  sludge  on  pasture,  and  even  birds  may  be  impli- 
cated. 
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Eradication  of  Tuberculosis 

Eradication  of  this  bovine  disease  continues  apace.  The  number 
of  cases  found  during  the  year  was  48  in  Irish  cattle  (6-6%)  and  192 
in  home  killed  cattle  (0-9%).  179  cattle  were  sent  in  as  reactors  for 
compulsory  slaughter.  A further  93  cattle  sent  in  for  compulsory 
slaughter  failed  to  show  any  visible  signs  of  the  disease.  Some 
13  cases  found  in  market  cattle  were  notified  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  for  whatever  action  they  deemed 
necessary. 


Eradication  of  Bovine  Tuberculosis 


Advanced 

Non 

Advanced 

Total 

Animals  slaughtered  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis 
(Slaughter  of  Reactors)  Order 
1950. 

(a)  With  visible  evidence 

6 

173 

179 

(b)  No  visible  evidence 

— 

— 

(93) 

Irish  cattle  

2 

46 

48 

Cattle  from  local  markets 

13 

13 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts 

During  the  year  27  animals  arrived  dead  or  were  found  dead 
in  the  lairages.  Bacteriological  examinations  were  carried  out  when 
necessary  to  ensure  that  none  of  these  animals  had  any  notifiable 
disease. 

Owing  to  effective  measures  being  taken  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  «fe  Food,  no  case  of  Foot  & Mouth  disease 
was  found  among  animals  received  at  the  abattoir  during  the  out- 
break which  occurred  in  the  Midlands  this  year. 

556  Swine  Fever  contacts  were  dealt  with,  but  no  actual  case 
of  this  disease  was  found.  However,  disinfection  was  carried  out 
when  considered  necessary. 

Wholesale  Miarket 

In  addition  to  its  main  function,  this  market  is  used  as  a cooling 
hall  for  fresh  carcases  from  the  abattoir,  and  some  difficulty  in 
administration  resulted  from  the  application  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations  to  the  market  and  the  Slaughterhouses 
(Hygiene)  Regulations  to  the  abattoir. 

The  stalls  were  generally  of  a high  standard  with  regard  to 
cleanliness.  Informal  action  was  taken  in  isolated  instances  to  remedy 
defective  equipment.  One  stall  changed  hands  during  the  year. 

As  reported  previously,  steam  and  water  lines  were  decided 
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upon  for  cleansing,  and  since  their  installation  the  improvement  in 
cleanliness  has  been  most  noticeable. 

Constant  supervision  was  exercised  by  the  meat  inspectors,  and 
regular  visits  paid  to  the  wholesale  meat  depots  adjoining  the  market. 

During  the  year  the  following  amounts  of  meat  and  offals  were 
rejected  as  unfit  for  food  : — 


lbs. 

Souring  1,233 

Blood  splashing  105 

Decomposition  4,460 

Bone  taint  1,904 

Moulds  40 

Store  burn  60 

Abscesses  13 

Tyrosin  40 

Bruising  1,147 

Malodour  6 

Fibrosis  61 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations 

No.  of  Slaughtermen’s  licences  on  register  69 
No.  of  Mohammedan  licences  5 

The  general  conduct  of  slaughtermen  and  stockmen  has  been 
satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 

Certain  minor  structural  alterations  are  under  review  for 
completion  by  the  appointed  date,  1st  April,  1963,  when  it  is  expected 
that  the  above  regulations  will  be  fully  implemented. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 

Attention  was  paid  daily  to  the  condition  of  market  stalls, 
vehicles  and  to  the  conduct  of  meat  handlers.  Informal  action  taken 
on  the  spot  in  the  case  of  contraventions  had  the  desired  effect. 

The  Slaughterhouses  Act. 

The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations 

These  regulations  have  introduced  a new  standard  of  cleanliness 
in  slaughterhouses,  the  potential  dangers  of  bacterial  contamination 
now  being  recognized,  but  dealing  with  such  unseen  dirt  is  alien  to 
the  methods  which  have  prevailed  up  to  the  present  day.  In  the  past, 
the  lack  of  legislation,  the  absence  of  good  facilities,  and  familiarity, 
have  led  to  a complacent  attitude,  which  is  only  now  being  overcome 
by  daily  supervision  and  constant  admonition  from  the  meat  in- 
spectors. 

Personal  cleanliness  has  much  improved,  due  to  co-operation 
from  both  firms  and  individuals,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  follow- 
ing initial  resistance  such  improvements  have  been  generally  wel- 
comed. However,  much  more  needs  to  be  done,  and  completion  of 
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alterations  will  give  the  necessary  encouragement  to  the  adoption 
of  better  standards. 

Very  little  progress  as  yet  can  be  reported  on  the  main  alterations 
to  comply  with  the  above  regulations,  and  this  work  is  due  to  be 
completed  by  1st  April,  1963.  Steam  and  water  lines  have  been 
installed  in  the  wholesale  meat  market  and  cooling  hall,  cold  water 
taps  have  been  re-sited,  and  a new  chill  room  is  nearing  completion. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  steam  and  water  lines  will  soon  be  extended 
to  the  various  slaughterhalls  and  a further  improvement  in  cleanliness 
of  equipment  and  floors  can  be  expected.  Cold  water  cleansing  has 
always  been  found  to  be  totally  inadequate  for  removing  slaughter- 
ing wastes. 

The  condition  of  cattle  and  sheep  as  they  arrive  at  the  abattoir 
gives  rise  to  some  concern.  Hides  and  wools  are  sometimes  in  a shock- 
ing condition,  caked  with  dirt  and  dung,  and  contamination  of  the 
floors  and  slaughtermen’s  equipment  is  very  heavy.  Criticism  of 
the  regulations  has  to  be  expected  and  countered  on  these  occasions. 
Use  of  a chemical  sterilising  agent  in  hot  water  has  been  introduced 
with  beneficial  results,  but  this  is  not  yet  routine,  nor  is  it  compul- 
sory. However,  the  seriousness  of  this  contamination  cannot  be 
over-estimated  when  one  considers  the  potential  danger  of  food 
poisoning  from  Clostridium  Welchii  which,  according  to  information, 
is  becoming  an  increasing  factor  in  outbreaks. 

The  Slaughterhouses  (Meat  Inspection  Grant)  Regulations 

Coventry  received  a grant  under  these  regulations  towards  the 
cost  of  meat  inspection  as  the  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected 
exceeded  the  per  capita  figure  for  the  City. 

General 

Regular  inspections  of  offensive  trade  premises  were  carried 
out  throughout  the  year,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  unsatis- 
factory conditions  in  the  tripery  have  been  remedied. 

The  department  maintained  its  close  liaison  with  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food,  and  with  veterinary  officers 
generally. 

The  use  of  bacteriology  as  an  additional  aid  in  meat  inspection 
is  being  advocated  more  and  more  each  year  and  the  time  may 
come  when  routine  bacteriological  examinations  of  certain  cases 
will  be  necessary.  There  are  no  laboratory  facilities  at  the  abattoir, 
but  with  the  full  co-operation  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  it 
was  possible  to  have  histological  and  bacteriological  examinations 
carried  out  when  necessary.  Chemical  analysis,  when  needed,  was 
carried  out  at  the  City  Laboratory. 
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The  following  amounts  of  pharmaceutical  products  were 
collected  under  supervision. 

Pharmaceuticals  (lbs.) 


Liver  — unfit  for 
food  but  suitable 
for  processing 

Pancreas 

Spinal 

Cords 

Suprarenals. 

Cattle 

41,700 

11,005 

9,930 

848 

Calves 

125i 

— 

— 

Pigs 

— 

3,440 

— 

— 
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DIAGRAM  ILLUSTRATING  PROPORTIONATE 

NUMBERS  OF  ANIMALS  KILLED. 


DIAGRAMS  ILLUSTRATING  PROPORTION  OF 
ANIMALS  FOUND  TO  BE  AFFECTED  WITH 

DISEASE  OR  ABNORMAL  CONDITION. 
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GRAPHICAL  REPRESENTATION  OF 
PERCENTAGE  OF  DISEASE  INCIDENCE 
IN  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED. 

(A)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

CATTLE  (OTHER  THAN  COWS). 

COWS. 

CALVES. 

PIGS. 


(b)  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis 

AND  CYSTICERCOSIS. 

CATTLE  (other  THAN  COWS). 

COWS. 

CALVES. 

SHEEP. 

PIGS. 


y' 









1957 


958 


1959 


I960 


1961 
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GRAPH  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  ANIMALS 

SLAUGHTERED  AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 
DURING  THE  LAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


ANNUAL  INCIDENCE  OF  BOVINE 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


INCIDENCE. 


ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  COMPULSORILY. 
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CHART  ILLUSTRATING  ANNUAL  KILLING  SPREAD-OVER  FOR  1961. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 
Smoke  Control  Areas 

During  the  year  the  first  Orders  made  by  the  City  Council  under 
the  above  Act  for  the  creation  of  smoke  control  areas  became  opera- 
tive. These  were  the  Coventry,  Tile  Hill  (No.  1)  Smoke  Control 
Order,  and  the  Coventry,  Allesley  (No.  1)  Smoke  Control  Order, 
and  they  came  into  force  on  the  1st  September,  1961. 

During  the  year  an  amendment  Order  in  relation  to  each  area 
was  made  by  the  City  Council,  and  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  on  the  20th  December,  1961.  This 
was  to  allow  the  use  of  sticks  and  paper  (not  authorised  fuels  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act)  for  lighting  fires  in  houses  where  there 
is  no  gas  supply. 

These  are  the  first  two  Smoke  Control  Areas  established  in  the 
city  under  the  Clean  Air  Act.  They  are  the  forerunners  of  areas  which 
will  ultimately  cover  the  whole  city.  They  were  carefully  chosen 
as  presenting  geographical  and  administrative  advantages  to  the 
Department  in  implementing  a completely  new  approach  to  domestic 
smoke  pollution.  Geographically  their  situation  in  the  west  of  the 
city  means  that  the  rest  of  the  city  benefits  to  some  degree  during 
prevailing  westerly  winds.  Administratively  their  residential  nature 
simplified  procedure  and  enforcement.  The  Tile  Hill  area  is  composed 
chiefly  of  two  large  Corporation  housing  estates,  the  Tile  Hill 
North  and  the  Tile  Hill  South  estates,  with  approximately  2,700 
houses,  a further  311  privately  owned  houses  completing  the  area  ; 
the  Allesley  area  comprises  mainly  a new  housing  estate  which  is 
still  in  course  of  development.  The  number  of  houses  in  the  area 
at  the  time  the  Order  was  made  was  1,446,  about  half  of  which  were 
erected  before  the  passing  of  the  Act  ; since  then  a further  200 
have  been  erected,  and  almost  all  are  owned  by  the  occupiers. 

Although  given  ample  warning,  owners  and  occupiers  were 
very  slow  in  carrying  out  adaptations  and  conversions  to  grates,  and 
by  the  1st  September,  the  date  the  Order  became  operative,  approx- 
imately two  thirds  of  the  conversions  had  not  been  carried  out,  and 
it  was  necessary  to  report  over  four  hundred  cases  to  the  September 
meeting  of  the  Health  Committee  to  ask  for  authority  to  serve 
statutory  notices  under  Section  12  (2)  of  the  Act  to  secure  these 
adaptations.  It  would  appear  that  the  main  reason  for  this  was  that 
during  the  summer  months  apathy  was  shown  towards  the  matter, 
which  was  put  off  until  the  last  minute,  and  shortly  before  the  date 
of  operation  builders  were  inundated  with  orders  for  conversions 
and  were  unable  to  meet  the  demand  at  short  notice. 

At  the  time  the  surveys  of  the  areas  were  carried  out,  1,417 
houses  in  the  two  areas  required  alterations  or  adaptations  to  fuel 
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burning  appliances,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  adaptations  had  been 
carried  out  at  804  houses,  and  grants  paid  to  either  owners  or  occu- 
piers. 

On  the  whole  the  response  to  the  burning  of  authorised  fuels 
was  good.  A few  contraventions  of  the  Act  have  been  observed,  and 
in  each  case  the  offender  has  been  interviewed  and  also  written  to. 
A number  of  residents  have  also  written  to  the  Department  com- 
plaining of  difficulty  in  burning  some  of  the  authorised  fuels,  mainly 
coke.  Advice  was  given  to  thesecomplainants,  and  in  some  instances 
the  help  of  the  local  gas  board  has  been  solicited,  and  demonstra- 
tions on  how  to  efficiently  burn  coke  given. 

The  third  smoke  control  area  was  surveyed  during  1961. 
This  is  the  Broad  Lane  (No.  3)  Order,  and  it  was  made  by  the 
Council  on  the  25th  July,  1961,  and  submitted  to  the  Minister  for 
confirmation  on  the  13th  September,  1961. 

The  Broad  Lane  (No.  3)  Order  covers  an  area  of  210  acres,  and 
is  contiguous  to  the  two  confirmed  areas,  forming  with  them  one 
large  area  of  1,504  acres.  It  is  solely  a residential  estate  in  the  course 
of  development,  and  is  expected  ultimately  to  have  about  1,800 
dwelling  houses. 

Industrialists  within  the  confirmed  areas  have  been  co-operative. 
In  all  cases  where  exemption  was  given  to  coal-fired  boiler  installa- 
tions, these  were  mechanically  stoked,  and  of  fairly  recent  design. 
In  two  instances,  each  case  involving  a large  factory,  the  occupiers 
have  found  it  necessary  to  close  down  their  incinerators  and  dispose 
of  their  refuse  by  tipping,  due  to  the  difficulty  of  burning  it  without 
smoke  emission. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Department’s  Smoke  Control  programme 
may  be  accelerated  by  the  appointment  of  additional  staff  to  deal 
with  this  aspect  of  the  Department’s  work.  Two  smoke  control 
assistants  were  appointed  late  in  the  year,  and  the  Health  Com- 
mittee’s approval  has  been  given  to  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
three  at  a later  date. 

Installation  and  prior  approval  of  furnaces 

Section  3 of  the  Clean  Air  Act  prohibits  the  installation  of  any 
furnace  in  a building  or  in  any  boiler  unless  it  is,  so  far  as  is  practic- 
able, capable  of  being  operated  continuously  without  emitting 
smoke.  This,  in  effect,  prevents  a person  from  installing  an  old  or 
unsuitable  furnace  ; in  addition,  it  is  incumbent  upon  a person 
installing  a furnace  to  notify  the  local  authority.  There  is  an  excep- 
tion to  these  requirements  in  that  they  do  not  apply  to  furnaces 
designed  solely  or  mainly  for  domestic  purposes,  and  where  the 
output  of  the  appliance  does  not  exceed  55,000  British  Thermal 
Units  per  hour.  This  exception  would  apply  to  very  few  boilers 
outside  dwelling  houses,  as  one  of  that  size  would  heat  only  a small 
building. 
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It  is  accepted  that  an  indication  of  a boiler  house  and  chimney 
on  plans  deposited  with  a local  authority  for  byelaw  approval  is 
notification  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  Where  such  plans  are 
deposited  with  the  City  Engineer,  they  are  passed  to  this  Department 
for  observation,  and  it  is  usual  for  a letter  to  be  addressed  to  the 
person  depositing  the  plan,  asking  for  full  particulars  of  the  plant 
to  be  given  on  a form  provided,  and  requesting  that  an  indication 
be  given  whether  prior  approval  of  the  plant  is  required.  Another 
requirement  relates  to  chimney  heights.  A minimum  height  of  30 
feet  is  required  for  chimneys  of  all  installations  at  commercial 
or  industrial  establishments.  The  height  required  above  this  mini- 
mum depends  upon  the  boiler  rating.  If  the  height  shown  on  the 
deposited  plan  is  less  than  that  required  by  the  Department,  the 
City  Engineer  and  the  person  depositing  the  plan  are  notified  of  the 
height  required.  This  height  is  calculated  from  the  sulphur  dioxide 
emission  with  the  flue  gases  based  on  the  average  fuel  consumption 
over  a period  of  24  hours  of  the  heaviest  envisaged  load.  To  this 
is  added  the  known  background  concentration  in  the  city  atmosphere. 
A standard  for  ground  level  concentrations  of  sulphur  dioxide  has 
been  laid  down  by  the  Department,  and  the  chimney  height  is  so 
calculated  that  this  maximum  concentration  is  not  exceeded.  This 
concentration  is  calculated  by  means  of  the  Sutton  Cold  Gas  Form- 
ula. This  is  one  of  the  formulae  quoted  in  the  Beaver  Report. 
It  has  its  limitations,  but  in  the  absence  of  an  improved  formula  and 
of  guidance  upon  the  subject  to  local  authorities,  calculations  based 
upon  this  will  continue  to  be  made. 

During  the  year  twenty-seven  notifications  of  intention  to  install 
furnaces  were  received  in  accordance  with  Section  3 of  the  Act. 
Of  these,  the  Council  were  asked  to  “ prior  approve  ” eighteen. 
One  application  for  prior  approval  was  withdrawn  while  discussion 
took  place  over  the  height  of  the  chimney.  It  was  eventually  agreed 
to  erect  a stack  120  feet  high,  and  a further  application  was  made 
and  agreed  to.  Most  of  the  installations  were  small  ones  for  space 
heating,  and  all  those  at  industrial  establishments  were  oil  fired. 

During  the  year  under  review,  considerable  negotiations  took 
place  with  a large  fibre  making  company  situated  in  the  north  of  the 
city  area,  following  complaints  of  heavy  grit  emissions.  Results 
derived  from  nearby  deposit  gauges  indicated  a consistent  high  level 
of  deposited  matter,  and  at  the  instigation  of  this  Department  the 
firm  in  question  agreed,  as  part  of  a long-term  policy,  to  replace 
a battery  of  solid  fuel  fired  Lancashire  boilers,  with  a completely 
new  oil  fired  plant.  In  dealing  with  an  installation  of  this  magnitude, 
a planned  programme  of  changeover  had  to  be  agreed  in  the  know- 
ledge that  the  full  improvements  in  conditions  could  not  be  achieved 
before  the  expiry  of  at  least  two  years.  As  a first  stage  in  the  proceed- 
ings, the  Company  made  application  for  prior  approval  to  cover 
four  semi-packaged  water  tube  boilers  with  economizers,  each 
capable  of  a maximum  evaporative  capacity  of  54,000  pounds  of 
steam  per  hour.  The  proposed  fuel  was  heavy  oil  of  3,500  seconds 
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viscosity  at  100°F.  Redwood  No.  1,  and  the  average  hourly  con- 
sumption, based  on  twenty-four  hours  of  the  heaviest  envisaged 
load,  nearly  seven  tons  of  oil  per  hour. 

Undoubtedly  this  was  one  of  the  largest  installations  which 
has  required  the  approval  of  this  Department,  and,  exemplifying 
previous  inadequacy  of  traditional  chimney  height,  a comparatively 
low  chimney  was  proposed.  This  was  considered  inadequate  in  that 
ground  level  concentrations  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  vicinity  would 
be  raised  to  unacceptable  levels.  In  order  to  dissipate  the  large 
quantities  of  sulphur  dioxide  likely  to  be  emitted  a chimney  height 
of  1 85  feet  was  insisted  upon.  Advice  was  sought  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  and  the  Alkali  In- 
spectorate, and  concurrence  received  for  the  Department’s  chimney 
height  requirements.  During  the  year  construction  of  the  large 
brick-built  chimney  was  practically  completed,  and  formed  yet 
another  landmark  on  Coventry’s  northern  landscape. 

In  dealing  with  chimneys  of  this  type,  it  is  not  sufficient  simply 
to  require  a certain  height.  Details  of  construction  and  lining  of  the 
stack  to  conserve  flue  gas  temperature  and  prevent  corrosion 
required  considerable  investigation  and  calculation.  The  final  185 
foot  edifice  is  constructed  of  24"  brickwork  at  the  base,  to  9"  at  the 
terminal,  lined  throughout  its  length  with  4"  of  firebrick.  By  the  end 
of  1961  the  large  boilers  to  be  connected  to  this  chimney  were  not 
in  commission,  but  one  was  expected  to  be  operative  early  in  1962, 
to  be  followed  in  succession  by  the  remaining  three,  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  grit  emission  in  the  area. 

Dust  and  Grit 

Emissions  of  dust  and  grit  can  and  do  at  times  cause  health 
hazards  or  become  a nuisance. 

Sources  of  dust  and  grit  can  be  divided  into  two  main  groups, 
being  those  from  the  combustion  of  solid  fuels,  and  those  from  trade 
or  manufacturing  processes  not  involving  combustion.  Of  the  two 
emissions,  those  from  the  former  are  usually  more  difficult  to  control, 
the  main  reasons  for  this  being  the  heat  evolved  in  the  combustion  of 
the  fuel,  the  composition  of  the  gases,  and  the  necessity  to  discharge 
the  products  of  combustion  at  a high  level.  With  emission  from  in- 
dustrial processes,  high  temperatures  are  not  normally  involved,  and 
the  air  is  used  solely  as  a medium  for  carrying  dust  particles,  etc, 
the  velocity  being  sufficient  to  cause  entrainment  of  the  particular 
size  or  type  of  dust  to  be  extracted  ; this  usually  allows  for  some 
positive  means  of  collection. 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  contains  provisions  aimed  at  prevent- 
ing or  minimising  the  emissions  of  dust  and  grit  from  solid  fuel 
burning  installations,  and  requires  that  any  person  installing  a 
furnace  shall  use  any  practicable  means  there  may  be  for  preventing 
the  emission  of  dust  and  grit  from  any  chimney  serving  a furnace. 
This  proviso  does  not  apply  to  domestic  furnaces  in  connection  with 
boilers  of  less  than  55,000  B.T.U.  output  per  hour. 
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From  the  above  it  can  be  seen  that  it  is  not  obligatory  upon  a 
person  installing  a furnace  to  fit  some  form  of  dust  arrester.  There 
are,  however,  two  exceptions  to  this,  and  they  affect  furnaces 
burning  pulverised  fuel  or  burning  solid  fuel  at  the  rate  of  one  ton 
or  more  per  hour.  This  proviso  will  apply  to  very  few  plants,  as 
there  are  in  the  city  only  three  boiler  installations  where  pulverised 
fuel  is  used,  and  very  few  plants  using  solid  fuel  at  the  rate  of  one  ton 
or  more  per  hour.  All  the  large  boiler  plants  installed  since  the  pas- 
sing of  the  Clean  Air  Act  are  oil  fired. 

The  dispersion  of  the  dust  content  of  gaseous  discharges  from 
boiler  plants  is  partly  dependent  upon  the  effective  height  of  the 
plume,  which  is  governed  to  some  extent  by  the  height  of  the 
chimney.  In  considering  applications  for  prior  approval,  considera- 
tion is  given  to  chimney  heights  ; although  this  is  calculated  on  the 
maximum  sulphur  dioxide  concentration  at  ground  level,  it  is 
considered  that  the  height  required  will  allow  for  reasonable  disper- 
sion of  normal  dust  content  of  the  gaseous  effluents. 

The  increasing  use  of  oil  in  different  types  of  furnaces  has,  no 
doubt,  brought  about  a decrease  in  the  amount  of  dust  and  grit  dis- 
charged into  the  atmosphere,  and  complaints  of  nuisance  from  solid 
fuel  burning  appliances  have  been  confined  to  a few  of  the  older 
types  of  plant. 

Complaints  of  emissions  from  sources  not  involving  combustion 
have  shown  a downward  trend.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  greater 
interest  taken  in  atmospheric  pollution  by  manufacturers  of  grit 
arresting  plant  and  industrialists  installing  it. 

During  the  year,  complaints  were  received  from  residents  in 
the  vicinity  of  a public  utility  undertaking  on  the  north  east  boundary 
of  the  city.  A plant  such  as  this  is  controlled  by  the  District  Alkali 
Inspector,  and  when  complaints  have  been  received,  in  all  cases  they 
have  been  referred  to  him.  In  order  to  assess  the  amount  of  depos- 
ited matter  in  the  area  arising  from  this  source,  petri-dish  surveys 
have  been  made,  and  it  is  proposed  to  install  permanent  deposit 
gauges  in  order  to  assist  the  Alkali  Inspector  in  measuring  the 
extent  of  the  troubles  which  the  citizens  of  Coventry  have  to  suffer 
from  this  source. 

Again,  on  the  north  side  of  the  city  area,  considerable 
negotiation  has  taken  place  with  the  management  of  a large  pulver- 
ised fuel  plant,  which  has  been  in  operation  since  before  the  operative 
date  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  Deposited  matter  surveys  in  the 
area  have  been  made  at  regular  intervals  in  order  to  prove  points 
made  in  discussion  with  the  Company.  Pulverised  fuel  installations 
are  notoriously  prone  to  fly-ash  emissions,  to  the  extent  that  they 
warranted  a special  section  in  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  This  section 
required  that  any  new  pulverised  fuel  installation  should  have  means 
of  grit  arrestment  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  local  authority.  The  firm 
in  question  operates  the  plant  with  means  only  of  intermittent 
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arrestment  instead  of  continuous  arrestment,  so  necessary  with  this 
type  of  installation.  Negotiations  are  proceeding  with  the  Company 
in  an  endeavour  to  bring  about  better  provision  for  grit  arrestment. 

Measurement  of  Air  Pollution 

The  optimum  accuracy  of  pollution  measurement  is  now 
showing  itself  to  be  of  increasing  importance  as  work  under  the  Clean 
Air  Act  gains  impetus.  It  was  realised  early  in  the  days  of  the  Govern- 
ment Committee  on  Air  Pollution  (Beaver  Committee)  in  1954  that 
the  true  extent  of  pollution  could  only  be  determined  by  widespread, 
continuous  measurement  by  uniform,  standardised  methods 
organised  on  national  or  regional  lines. 

Measurement  of  air-pollution  was  carried  out  during  the  year  at 
eighteen  stations.  Of  these,  four  stations  have  instruments  of  the 
volumetric  type,  i.e.,  the  determination  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  the 
atmosphere  by  volume,  and  of  suspended  matter  (smoke)  in  the  air, 
which  is  deposited  on  a filter  paper  through  which  a known  volume 
of  air  is  drawn.  This  suspended  matter,  largely  carbonaceous,  and 
produced  by  the  combustion  of  fuels,  is  measured  by  assessing  the 
density  of  the  stain  on  the  filter  paper  using  a reflectometer.  From 
this  the  concentration  of  suspended  matter  and  sulphur  dioxide  in 
microgrammes  per  cubic  metre  is  calculated.  The  four  stations 
making  daily  measurement  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  air 
are  : — 

(i)  Council  Offices,  Earl  Street,  South  Side. 

(ii)  Technical  College,  Butts. 

(iii)  Lyng  Hall  School,  Blackberry  Lane. 

(iv)  Foxford  School,  Longford. 

Monthly  averages  for  these  volumetric  stations  are  shown  on  one  of 
the  charts. 

During  the  year  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial 
Research  organised  a special  investigation  into  pollution  of  the 
atmosphere  to  be  continued  for  at  first  a five-year  period.  Coventry 
was  selected  as  one  of  the  co-operating  areas,  and  plans  were  laid 
for  more  intensive  measurement  in  certain  areas.  Coventry’s 
participation  in  this  survey  is  not  that  air-pollution  conditions  are 
good  or  bad,  but  principally  that  it  exemplifies  modern  large-scale 
industrial  development,  diametrically  opposite  to  the  older  congested 
“ Satanic  mills  ” of  the  industrial  north  of  the  country.  Two  addition- 
al daily  measuring  stations  were  proposed,  and  expected  to  be  in 
operation  in  early  1962.  The  two  new  stations  are  : — 

(v)  Health  Centre,  Jardine  Crescent,  Tile  Hill. 

(vi)  Broad  Heath  School,  Broad  Street. 

Extension  of  measurement  to  these  areas  was  required  prin- 
cipally for  comparative  purposes.  The  former  situation  is  within 
an  operative  smoke  control  area,  and  the  latter  characteristic  of  an 
older  type  industrial  area. 
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Continuous  measurement  of  deposited  matter  and  estimation 
of  sulphur  dioxide  levels  was  also  carried  on  at  the  following 
stations  : — 

The  Precinct  (roof  of  a store) 

Day  Nursery,  Edgwick 

Spon  End  Water  Undertaking 

Pumping  Station,  Whitley 

The  Allotments,  Copsewood 

Stoke  Park  Secondary  School 

Parkgate  Junior  School 

Wood  End  Primary  School 

Foleshill  Cemetery,  Windmill  Road 

Cheveral  Avenue,  Radford 

Mount  Nod  Pumping  Station 

Memorial  Park  (including  Meteorological  Station) 

Little  Heath  Primary  School,  Old  Church  Road 
Pridmore  Road  School 

Figures  for  the  monthly  periods  are  given  in  one  of  the  tables  in  this 
report. 

Estimations  at  monthly  intervals  from  these  stations  give 
information  concerning  industrial  pollution  of  a certain  type,  i.e., 
particulate  matter  of  sufficient  size  and  mass  which  eventually 
descends  from  the  atmosphere,  and  levels  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  the 
air.  It  is  frequently  stated  that  the  larger  particles  which  are  collected 
by  the  deposit  gauge  do  not  constitute  such  an  immediate  health 
hazard  as  the  tiny  particles  in  suspension  recorded  by  the  daily 
smoke  filter.  This  is  gradually  becoming  accepted,  and  no  doubt  the 
daily  instrument  will  supersede  the  deposit  gauge  as  a method 
giving  a truer  air-pollution  index  figure  for  a particular  district. 
Deposit  gauges,  however,  will  still  have  their  valuable  uses  as  in- 
struments to  be  sited  in  the  vicinity  of  factories,  as  and  when  required, 
to  provide  confirmation  or  otherwise  that  industry  is  using,  in  the 
words  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  — “ any  practicable  means  there 
may  be  for  minimising  the  emission  of  grit  and  dust  from  any  chim- 
ney.” 

When  considering  applications  for  prior  approval  of  proposed 
furnaces  an  important  factor  is  the  likely  concentration  of  sulphur 
dioxide  at  ground  level  arising  from  combustion.  The  level  of  con- 
centration is  not  the  same  throughout  the  city.  Three  levels  have 
been  mapped  in  areas  of  the  city,  which  has  been  divided  into 
“ black,”  “ grey,”  and  “ white  ” areas.  This  calculation  was 
decided  upon  by  the  degree  of  pollution  from  sulphur  dioxide  in  the 
air  obtained  from  the  measurement  of  sulphur  dioxide  levels  at  the 
various  recording  stations. 

At  all  the  stations  in  the  city  area  deposit  gauges  are  used  for 
the  determination  of  material  coarse  enough  to  settle  from  the  atmos- 
phere or  to  be  brought  down  by  rain.  Combined  with  this  instrument 
is  a lead  peroxide  assembly  for  the  determination  of  sulphur  dioxide. 
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This  lead  peroxide  instrument  gives  an  indication  of  the  “ level  ” 
of  pollution  from  sulphur  dioxide,  whilst  the  daily  volumetric  method 
operated  at  four  daily  stations  in  the  city  gives  a more  positive 
indication  in  quantitative  form  of  pollution  from  this  source. 

The  continuous  measurement  of  air  pollution  by  the  various 
recording  instruments  enables  the  department  to  assess  the  degree 
of  pollution  over  the  city  as  a whole,  and  in  particular  in  the  highly 
industrialised  areas.  From  this  knowledge,  so  far  as  sulphur  dioxide 
is  concerned,  the  three  areas  mentioned  of  “ black,”  “ grey  ” and 
“ white  ” were  evolved.  The  background  concentrations  thus 
measured  are  taken  into  account  when  estimating  chimney  heights  for 
fuel  burning  installations. 

Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council 

In  accordance  with  the  well-known  adage  that  “ smoke  knows 
no  boundaries  ” — and  certainly  not  local  government  boundaries 
— an  association  of  local  authorities  in  Warwickshire  was  formed  in 
1957.  Under  the  title  of  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council,  it  acts 
as  an  advisory  body  in  all  matters  relating  to  air  pollution,  under- 
takes mass-measurement  in  the  county,  and  ensures  uniformity  of 
action  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  There  are  twenty  local  author- 
ity members,  and  Coventry  is  the  largest  industrial  member  authority. 

The  measurement  of  air  pollution  is  a major  function,  and  in- 
struments used  are  of  three  types,  deposit  gauges,  lead  peroxide 
assemblies,  and  daily  smoke  filters  with  sulphur  dioxide  recorders. 
Approximately  160  measuring  instruments  are  in  operation  through- 
out the  county  ; these  give  the  degree  of  pollution  over  a wide  area, 
and  results  of  measurement  are  available  to  each  member  authority. 
A library  of  information  is  maintained,  and  also  a large  exhibition 
stand  for  the  use  of  member  authorities.  Other  activities  include  the 
preparation  and  distribution  of  publicity  material,  public  relations, 
and  negotiations  with  public  utilities’  undertakings  and  other 
national  bodies  concerned  with  air  pollution  on  behalf  of  individual 
members. 

A day’s  conference  for  schoolchildren  was  held  on  the  18th 
July,  1961,  at  the  Herbert  Art  Gallery  and  Museum,  Coventry, 
principally  for  the  senior  pupils  at  schools  in  Coventry  and  the  county 
who  are  engaged  on  the  daily  work  of  measurement  of  air  pollution 
for  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council.  Demonstrations,  lectures, 
films,  and  exhibitions  were  used  to  foster  interest  in  the  young 
minds  in  this  important  branch  of  environmental  hygiene. 

Smut  Emission  Nuisance 

The  trend  throughout  the  country  of  conversion  of  solid  fuel 
fired  plant  to  oil  fuel,  whilst  heralded  at  one  time  as  a cure  for  all 
air  pollution  troubles,  has  not  been  without  difficulties  in  other 
directions.  Although  oil  usage  will  generally  eliminate  grit  emission, 
another  problem  of  soot  smut  emission  sometimes  presents  itself. 
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Within  the  past  few  years  a condition  known  as  “ acidic  smut  emis- 
sion ” has  become  significant  in  oil-fired  plant,  particularly  those 
converted  from  solid  fuel. 

Such  trouble  was  experienced  with  a factory  in  the  Holbrooks 
area,  and  is  still  to  a certain  extent  continuing.  Being  a comparatively 
new  phenomenon,  this  condition  is  at  present  under  active  investiga- 
tion by  oil  fuel  suppliers  and  other  technical  authorities.  In  general 
it  can  be  said  that  it  arises  as  a result  of  the  achievement  of  high 
boiler  efficiencies.  In  the  combustion  world,  fuel  efficiency,  which 
is  synonymous  with  low  waste  gas  temperatures,  has  been  the  aim 
of  all  engineers.  Coupled  with  this,  local  authorities  operating  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  have  required  higher  chimneys  to  prevent 
undue  ground  level  concentrations  of  sulphur  dioxide.  These  two 
admirable  endeavours  have  in  themselves  “ back-fired,”  producing 
a condition  of  soot  emission  generally  worse  than  the  grit  emission 
which  conversion  attempted  to  eliminate.  It  is  generally  accepted 
that  considerable  research  and  study  are  required  into  flue  and  chim- 
ney construction,  and  particularly  chimney  diameter,  before  the 
two  endeavours  of  adequate  chimney  height  and  high-level  fuel 
efficiency  can  be  achieved. 

In  the  Holbrooks  area,  investigations  were  made  in  conjunction 
with  technicians  from  the  oil  supplying  company.  A list  of  proposals 
were  considered  and  some  carried  out  which  involved  precautions 
and  adaptations  to  prevent  heat  loss  from  the  waste  gases  before 
entering  the  chimney.  These  were  successful  whilst  more  than  one 
boiler  was  in  operation.  However,  when  only  one  boiler  was  in 
operation  heavy  smut  emission  occurred  and  it  was  found  that  despite 
insulated  flues,  the  gas  temperature  at  the  base  of  the  common  stack 
was  insufficient  to  prevent  condensation  of  sulphur  trioxide  vapour, 
with  resultant  acidic  smut  formation. 

In  the  case  under  consideration  it  is  obvious  that  the  single 
metal  chimney  stack,  designed  for  use  when  solid  fuel  firing  was  in 
operation,  will  have  to  be  replaced  by  a chimney  stack  of  suitable 
insulated  construction  in  order  to  remove  the  nuisance  of  soot 
emission. 

Smoke  Pollution 

The  daily  volumetric  apparatus  recording  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  pollution  in  the  air  at  the  city  centre  showed  some  astounding 
variations  during  the  bad  period  of  fog  in  mid  December,  1961. 
This  apparatus  is  situated  in  the  central  office  of  the  Department,  and 
is  on  the  southern  fringe  of  the  city’s  smokeless  zone. 

The  period  of  fog  extended  from  the  15th  December  to  the 
23rd  December,  1961.  During  that  period  a strong  anti-cyclone 
persisted  over  the  British  Isles,  and  over  central  England  there  was 
virtually  no  wind  movement.  Over  the  city  of  Coventry,  almost 
no  wind  movement  at  all  was  recorded  during  that  period,  and 
the  smoke  emitted  by  domestic  chimneys  and  factories  tended  to 
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remain  where  it  was  produced.  By  the  19th  December,  the  amount 
of  smoke  pollution  at  the  city  centre,  measured  by  the  suspended 
smoke  particles  in  the  air,  had  increased  by  twenty-four  times  from 
the  reading  taken  on  the  12th  December,  1961  (a  bright,  clear  day). 
High  level  readings  persisted  for  nine  days,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
period  all  citizens,  old  and  young,  were  beginning  to  feel  the  effects 
of  this  concentration  of  pollution.  Similarly,  the  sulphur  dioxide 
content  of  the  air  showed  a very  heavy  increase  over  the  same  period. 

It  is  difficult  to  assess  the  true  effect  of  these  conditions  on  health. 
An  indication  can  be  obtained  from  the  deaths  due  to  bronchitis, 
pneumonia,  and  heart  and  circulatory  system  diseases  for  the  two  or 
three  weeks  following  the  period  of  heavy  pollution.  The  figures  for 
deaths  in  Coventry  from  these  causes  for  the  weeks  from  the  10th 
December,  1961,  were  14,  31,  49,  66,  50,  and  28.  The  deaths  in  the 
heavy  weeks  were  mostly  people  over  65  years  of  age,  and  one 
wonders  how  many  of  these  lives  were  shortened  by  the  pollution 
in  the  atmosphere. 

The  readings  from  a similar  instrument  on  the  north  eastern 
edge  of  the  city  in  the  industrial  zone,  whilst  it  showed  great  increases, 
indicated  that  the  pollution  was  not  as  heavy  as  at  the  centre. 

During  this  period  the  city  virtually  “ stewed  ” in  its  own  smoke, 
and  the  “ stew  ” was  thicker  at  the  city  centre.  The  readings  for  this 
period  are  shown  on  a diagram  in  this  report  (page  104;. 


DIAGRAM  SHOWING  INCREASED  CONCENTRATION  OF  SMOKE  AND 
SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  IN  THE  ATMOSPHERE  AS  MEASURED  AT  THE 
COUNCIL  OFFICES,  EARL  STREET.  DURING  PERIOD  OF  FOG. 
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FUMES 

Although  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  contains  provisions  aimed 
at  preventing  pollution  of  the  atmosphere,  the  forms  of  pollution 
covered  are  those  visible  to  the  eye  and  arising  from  the  combustion 
of  fuels  and  other  material.  We  have  to  turn  to  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  for  powers  to  deal  with  nuisances  from  the  emission  of 
dust  or  effluvia  which  may  arise  from  trade  processes  or  other 
sources.  Under  this  latter  Act  any  dust  or  effluvia  caused  by  any 
trade,  manufacture  or  process  which  is  prejudicial  to  health  or  a 
nuisance  to  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood  can  be  dealt  with  as 
a statutory  nuisance  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 
and  dealt  with  summarily.  Here  the  nuisance  could  arise  from  the 
burning  of  materials  or  from  processes  which  do  not  involve  com- 
bustion ; also,  the  existence  of  such  a nuisance  may  be  detected  by 
the  sense  of  smell,  as  well  as  that  of  sight. 

Of  the  two  sources  of  possible  causes  of  nuisance,  dust  is  usually 
the  more  easy  to  abate,  especially  in  engineering  and  allied  industries 
of  the  type  forming  the  main  part  of  the  City’s  industry,  as  much  is 
produced  by  operations  which  do  not  involve  the  application  of 
heat,  thus  often  allowing  for  the  introduction  of  positive  means 
of  arrestation.  Fumes,  containing  particulate  matter,  often  present 
insurmountable  difficulties,  one  of  which  is  due  to  the  particle  size  ; 
this  is  usually  very  small  and  in  the  sub-micron  range.  Fumes, 
especially  those  produced  in  the  chemical  industry,  can  at  times 
produce  serious  health  hazards  because  of  their  toxicity.  Fortunately 
fume  emissions  in  this  City  are  mainly  produced  by  the  motor 
industry  and  confined  almost  entirely  to  those  emanating  from  the 
paint  spraying  and  drying  of  car  bodies  and  components. 

In  some  of  the  chemical  industry,  the  Alkali,  Etc.,  Works 
Regulations  Act,  deals  with  the  emission  of  noxious  gases,  and  is 
enforced  by  the  Alkali  Inspectorate.  In  other  industries,  those  to 
which  the  above  Act  does  not  apply,  it  is  left  to  local  authorities  to 
deal  with  the  matter.  Often  the  industrialist  is  concerned  only  that 
the  fume  or  dust  should  be  removed  from  the  factory,  and  pays  little 
attention  to  its  dispersion  into  the  atmosphere,  for  cost  is  frequently 
the  prime  consideration,  and  to  deal  effectively  with  the  problem  is 
sometimes  extremely  costly.  Indeed,  in  some  cases  the  volume  of 
air  is  so  great  and  the  offending  constituent  is  in  such  low  concentra- 
tion that  treatment  is  not  practicable  or  the  cost  of  treatment  is 
prohibitive. 

If  expense  were  not  to  be  considered  it  would  be  theoretically 
possible  to  abate  most  of  the  pollution  arising  from  fumes,  but, 
where  there  is  no  serious  hazard  to  health,  there  has  to  be  a compro- 
mise between  slight  pollution  of  the  air  and  the  aspiration  of  manu- 
facturers to  produce  goods  at  competitive  prices.  Also,  when  dealing 
with  abatement  of  nuisances  from  this  source,  a local  authority 
would,  before  proceedings  could  be  taken,  have  to  ensure  that  the 
best  practicable  means  for  preventing  it  have  not  been  used. 
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During  the  year  26  complaints  were  received  concerning 
nuisances  arising  from  fume  emissions.  These  related  to  15  factories, 
one  being  a large  chemical  works.  Of  the  remainder,  12  were  engineer- 
ing works  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  motor-cars  and  car  com- 
ponents. Some  of  the  processes  causing  the  fume  emissions  at  these 
factories  have  been  the  subject  of  complaints  in  previous  years. 
They  are  processes  which  present  almost  insurmountable  difficulties 
in  rendering  innocuous  the  fumes  given  off.  These  occasionally 
become  a nuisance  and  then  only  under  certain  climatic  conditions. 
Every  complaint  is  investigated  and  steps  are  taken  by  the  Depart- 
ment to  attempt  to  either  abate  the  nuisance  or  to  bring  about  some 
improvement.  This  is  usually  done  in  the  first  instance  by  a direct 
approach  to  the  management  of  the  concern  involved  and  discussing 
the  matter  with  them.  It  has  been  found  that  factory  managements 
are  extremely  co-operative  and  a great  measure  of  success  has  been 
achieved  in  this  way. 
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ESTIMATION  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  BY 
LEAD  PEROXIDE  INSTRUMENTS 
ABSORPTION  OF  SO2  EXPRESSED  AS  MILLIGRAMS 
SO3  PER  100  sq.cm.  OF  LEAD  PEROXIDE  PER  DAY 

1961 
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NOISE 

Nuisance  arising  from  noise  is  a natural  phenomenon  of  every- 
day life,  resulting  partly  from  the  earlier  industrial  development  of 
our  country,  the  present  rapid  tempo  of  life,  and  insufficient  town 
planning.  It  is  not  sufficient  merely  to  regard  it  as  a twentieth 
century  phenomenon  and  therefore  inevitable.  It  is  a human 
problem  which  has  been  aggravated  by  more  intensified  industrialisa- 
tion, technical  invention,  and  urban  living.  As  with  most  forms  of 
nuisance,  much  of  the  noise  suffered  is  either  unnecessary  or  capable 
of  prevention.  It  is  created  by  man  and  accepted,  generally  with 
depressing  resignation,  as  a side-effect  associated  with  a higher 
standard  of  life  and  an  affluent  society,  which  in  turn  varies  directly 
with  industrial  production,  labour-saving  techniques,  and  speed  of 
transport  and  communication.  Unfortunately,  the  raising  of  living 
standards  by  reducing  labour  and  increasing  leisure  are  the  very 
things  that  are  noise-producing.  The  housewife’s  vacuum  cleaner, 
refrigerator,  and  washing-machine,  accepted  in  these  times  as  the 
basis  of  civilisation,  impose  further  assault  on  the  hearing  faculties 
and  the  mind,  requiring  compensating  efforts  of  concentration  and 
communication.  Although  a form  of  immunity  is  developed  to  an 
increasing  number  of  noises,  it  is  obvious  that  there  are  limits  or 
criteria  beyond  which  health  and  tolerance,  stability  and  efficiency, 
must  suffer. 

Noise  is  not  an  easy  subject  with  which  to  deal.  A considerable 
amount  of  technical  investigation  has  been  and  is  being  made  into 
this  complex  study  in  order  to  measure  noise,  not  only  as  it  flicks 
over  the  needle  of  a measuring  instrument,  but  as  to  the  manner  and 
degree  in  which  it  annoys  and  is  likely  to  produce  physiological 
effects  in  the  “ average  man  ”.  Apart  from  the  difficulty  of  attempting 
to  measure  a “ subjective  ” impression,  which  varies  in  acceptability 
between  different  individuals,  by  impersonal,  “ objective  ” noise 
meters,  there  is  the  considerable  difficulty  of  establishing  standards 
of  what  noise  levels  of  different  characteristics  are  acceptable  to 
human  beings.  As  yet  only  limited  guidance  has  been  given  on  this 
matter  of  establishing  noise  level  criteria.  A criterion  is  a standard  of 
judging,  and  criteria  may  be  made  for  man’s  tolerance  to  vibration, 
for  damage-risk  to  hearing,  for  speech  communication,  for  acceptable 
noise-levels  in  different  types  of  buildings,  and  for  community 
reaction  or  behaviour  to  noise.  I n the  study  of  behaviour  in  response 
to  noise,  research  cannot  be  limited  to  one  profession.  The  scientist, 
the  doctor,  and  the  sociologist,  are  all  closely  involved.  The  latter 
particularly,  because  he  is  the  “applicator”  in  close  contact  with 
the  victims,  and  he  has  to  assess,  construe,  identify,  measure,  and 
apply  the  standards  postulated  by  the  scientist,  who  in  turn  has  been 
advised  by  the  medical  man.  Illustrative  of  the  tortuous  studies 
required  of  this  subject,  it  can  be  said  that  behaviour  in  response 
to  noise  can  be  measured  in  three  ways.  Firstly,  a person  may  be 
asked  to  describe  his  feelings  or  sensations,  and  in  the  case  of  noise 
this  would  be  a measure  of  his  “ annoyance  ” in  the  matter.  Secondly, 
“ physiological  ” measurement  may  be  considered  to  give  indication 


of  the  effect  of  noise  on  the  individual’s  bodily  state.  Thirdly,  the 
effect  of  noise  may  be  measured  on  a person’s  “ efficiency  ” in 
performing  a task. 

Law  to  control  noise  must  incorporate  permissible  limits  of  its 
loudness  or  intensity,  and  such  limits  would  undoubtedly  be 
based  on  the  requirements  of  one  of  the  three  above-mentioned 
points  of  view.  The  medical  man  would  probably  give  the  second 
consideration  primary  importance,  whereas  the  hard-headed 
industrialist  would  favour  the  measure  of  proficiency  in  the  third. 
The  law,  in  the  form  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960,  administered 
by  public  health  inspectors,  whilst  not  disregarding  the  second  and 
third  considerations,  plumps  firmly  for  the  first  — the  one  associated 
with  “ annoyance.”  Characteristically,  it  is  the  most  nebulous  angle, 
and  whilst  scientists  provide  us  with  instruments  to  measure  noise 
intensity,  pressure,  frequency,  and  vibration,  no-one  has  yet  invented 
a “ noise  annoyance  meter.” 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

The  year  under  review  was  the  first  full  year  of  operation  of  the 
controlling  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Act  received  Royal  Assent  on  the 
27th  October,  1960,  and  became  operative  a month  later. 

The  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960,  applies  the  statutory  nuisance 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  “ any  noise  or  vibration 
which  is  a nuisance,”  other  than  noise  or  vibration  caused  by  air- 
craft. There  is  no  proviso  in  the  Act,  as  was  the  case  in  local  Acts, 
that  the  noise  must  be  excessive  or  unreasonable  or  unnecessary 
and  prejudicial  to  health,  before  action  may  be  taken.  Defence 
clauses,  which  are  the  bane  of  every  public  health  inspector,  are 
contained  in  the  Act  and  the  usual  one,  symptomatic  of  all  advances 
into  new  fields  of  effort,  is  present,  namely  : — “ It  shall  be  a defence 
for  the  defendant  to  prove  that  the  best  practicable  means  have  been 
used  for  preventing  and  for  counteracting  the  effect  of  the  noise  or 
vibration.” 

Local  authorities  can  now  therefore  take  proceedings  under  the 
nuisance  sections  in  regard  to  noise.  It  is  felt,  however,  that  there 
should  be  at  least  an  element  of  noise  nuisance  to  the  community  at 
large  before  a local  authority  resorts  to  legal  proceedings.  In  short, 
a local  authority  should  not  concern  itself  in  what  is  basically  a 
private  individual’s  complaint.  Under  the  Act,  three  occupiers  of 
land  can  always  jointly  take  nuisance  abatement  action. 

It  is  a common  fact  that  not  infrequently  the  possession  of 
statutory  power  to  take  action  against  a nuisance  may  enable  an 
authority  to  secure  its  abatement  without  the  institution  of  proceed- 
ings. This  is  known  as  the  “ deterrent  factor  ” and  where,  as  in 
Coventry,  there  is  a high  level  of  co-operation  with  industry,  plus 
the  fact  of  having  possessed  private  Act  powers  since  1958,  it  is 
highly  significant  and  extremely  useful. 

Planning  Aspects 

A previous  annual  report  drew  attention  to  the  inescapable 
fact  that  complaints  of  noise  often  arise  concerning  newly-installed 
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machinery  at  factories  where,  if  adequate  forethought  had  been  given, 
cause  for  complaint  would  not  have  arisen.  Moreover,  planning 
control  by  local  authorities  could  do  much  to  prevent  or  minimise 
noise  nuisances  from  new  factories  in  the  plan  stage.  Perhaps  the 
regime  of  prior-approval  of  predicted  noise  conditions  will  eventually 
be  implemented,  and  accepted  with  the  same  grace  and  appreciation 
as  in  regard  to  building  bye-law  and  air  pollution  control.  Now  that 
permissible  limit  standards  of  noise  for  new  and  existing  industrial 
establishments  are  materialising,  at  least  tentatively,  we  may  be 
somewhat  nearer  to  utopian  conditions,  particularly  so  since  means 
to  enable  prediction  of  communities’  expected  responses  to  noise  are 
well-established  acoustical  exercises. 

Perusal  of  deposited  plans  of  proposed  buildings,  whether 
industrial  or  otherwise,  is  a matter  for  a team  of  experts.  Already 
the  process  has  assumed  large  proportions  with  plans  “ going  the 
rounds  ” of  many  interested  local  authority  departments.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  potential  noise  sources  are  not  always  clearly 
represented  on  a plan,  or,  if  indicated,  the  implications  are  not 
always  grasped.  A small  rectangle  on  a plan  labelled  “ factory 
compressor  ” may  appear  so  innocuous  that  its  presence  a few  yards 
from  a bedroom  window  may  not  strike  the  note  of  caution  that  a 
similar  detail  would  in  the  context  of  a more  established  branch  of 
environmental  amenity.  If,  however,  the  seemingly  unimportant 
machine  were  indicated  on  the  plan  as  possessing  a noise  field  of, 
say,  50  decibels  at  50  yards  distant  from  the  source,  there  would  be 
less  chance  of  this  important  aspect  being  overlooked.  Moreover, 
remedial  measures  after  the  building  has  been  erected  are  usually 
expensive.  They  could  in  many  cases  be  unnecessary  with  judicious 
siting  and  location  of  noisy  machinery  during  the  plan  stage.  It  is 
true  to  say  that  the  more  forethought  in  machinery  location  the  less 
need  for  remedial  sound-proofing,  and  the  more  sound  insulation 
required  the  more  expensive  the  construction. 

Criteria  For  Indusrial  Noise 

Mention  was  made  earlier  of  the  crying  need  for  permissible 
limits  or  criteria  for  noise.  Although  the  Act  has  been  in  force  for  the 
whole  of  the  year  under  review,  noise  control  is  only  yet  in  an  embryo 
stage.  Standards  and  techniques,  planning  aspects  and  sound- 
proofing methods  still  require  development. 

One  of  the  projects  of  the  Committee  formed  by  the  Minister 
of  Science  to  examine  the  problem  of  noise  in  collaboration  with  the 
Building  Research  Station,  was  to  devise  an  adequate  method  of 
assessing  possible  nuisance  of  noise  from  industrial  processes 
affecting  local  residential  communities.  Methods  existed  for  this 
purpose,  but  only  by  the  use  of  specialised  and  expensive  equipment. 
Recent  investigations  have  concentrated  on  the  use  only  of  the  Sound 
Level  Meter  which  is  used  in  the  Coventry  Public  Health  Inspectors’ 
Department.  It  can  be  said  that  in  the  latter  part  of  1961  a break- 
through occurred  in  the  publication  by  the  Building  Research  Station 
of  tentative  criteria  for  industrial  noise.  These  criteria,  based  on 
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the  results  of  collected  investigations  of  a number  of  large  authorities, 
of  which  Coventry  was  one,  have  proved  exceedingly  useful  and  sur- 
prisingly accurate  in  application  to  likely  community  reaction  to 
noise.  The  greatest  asset  of  such  standards  is  in  the  guidance  it  gives 
to  an  inspector  in  deciding  whether  or  not  a complaint  of  industrial 
noise  nuisance  is  justifiable  and  valid.  By  a similar  process  of  evalua- 
tion the  noise  potentiality  of  a factory  could  be  fixed  before  its  erec- 
tion provided  that  certain  information  were  to  hand  in  the  plan 
stage.  It  might  be  said  that  public  health  authorities  are  often 
occupied  with  the  planners’  errors  of  omission.  A new  and 
wider  approach  to  industrial  location  along  the  lines  indicated  could 
do  much  to  eliminate  embarrassing,  noisy  industry  which  has  been 
meticulously  planned  in  every  detail  — except  potential  noise. 

Long-established  industry,  or  industrial  operations  in  existence 
before  the  operation  of  planning  Acts  is,  of  course,  a different 
proposition.  In  this  context,  whilst  everyone  would  appreciate  the 
guiding  sentiments  of  all  public  health  authorities  that  “ prevention 
is  better  than  cure,”  the  operation  of  noise  abatement  is  limited  to 
agonising  re-appraisal  of  circumstances  associated  with  remedial 
measures.  Complainants  naturally  derive  no  consolation  from  the 
fact  that  the  factory  was  in  existence  before  their  houses  but, 
surprisingly,  industrial  managements  tend  to  expect  a measure  of 
forebearance  on  the  part  of  nearby  residents  for  the  same  reason. 

Calibration  of  Measuring  Instruments 

Amongst  the  criteria  for  rating  of  industrial  noise,  formulated 
by  the  Building  Research  Station,  is  one  dealing  with  the  accuracy 
of  sound  level  meters.  Sensitive  recording  apparatus  is  very  prone 
to  accidental  damage,  and  in  these  days  when  industrial  managements 
possess  the  facilities  to  make  their  own  measurements,  or  call  in 
acoustical  specialists  to  do  so,  it  is  imperative  for  there  to  be  a high 
level  of  accuracy  in  all  investigations.  With  this  in  mind,  during  the 
year  under  review,  the  Department  acquired  a calibrator  against 
which  the  sound  level  meter  is  closely  checked  as  a regular  operation. 
The  calibrator,  known  as  the  “ Falling  Ball  Acoustical  Calibrator  ” 
emits  a constant  note  of  90  decibels  at  a distance  of  10  centimetres. 
When  deviation  of  reading  is  found,  the  necessary  adjustment  of  the 
sound  level  meter  is  made. 

Noise  Control 

During  the  year  280  complaints  were  received  concerning  noise, 
and  532  visits  made  for  investigation  purposes.  The  large  majority 
of  complaints  referred  to  noise  emanating  from  machines  in  factory 
premises  and  were  fully  investigated,  usually  in  company  with 
representatives  of  the  firms.  Reduction  of  the  noise  to  acceptable 
levels  resulted  with,  in  certain  cases,  complete  suppression.  It  is 
surprising  in  the  annals  of  noise  control  how  frequently  equipment 
provided  for  the  health,  welfare  and  comfort  of  factory  workers 
proves  to  be  an  annoyance  to  nearby  residents.  The  grinding  dust 
collector  taking  the  dust  away  from  operators,  the  fume  extraction 
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fan,  the  ventilation  system,  and  the  refrigerator,  all  figure  prominently 
as  persistent  noise  sources.  With  the  threat  of  withdrawal  of  labour 
by  the  employees  if  vent  fans  or  extraction  units  are  not  kept  in 
operation  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  threat  of  injunction  or  other 
legal  action  by  the  residents  if  they  are,  on  the  other,  industry  is  now 
taking  considerable  interest  in  noise  control. 

Noise  control,  being  the  somewhat  “ different  ” subject  it  is, 
often  produces  unusual  phenomena  and  results.  When  the  piercing 
noise  of  high  velocity  gas  flow  to  a foundry  metal  mixer  had  been 
eliminated  (at  the  instigation  of  the  Department  following  com- 
plaints of  noise  by  nearby  residents)  the  management  noted  “ a 
much  more  peaceful  atmosphere  in  the  foundry.”  Before  the  noise 
was  reduced,  outbursts  of  temper  and  quarrels  amongst  employees 
were  said  to  be  frequent. 

Other  occurrences  are  less  easy  of  solution.  One  necessitated 
the  attendance  of  a Public  Health  Inspector  at  a long  evening  session 
at  a private  residence  to  attempt  to  locate  a periodical  howling  noise. 
These  seemingly  poltergeist  activities  were  finally  resolved  as  being 
a peculiar  form  of  water  hammer  in  the  plumbing  system. 

That  “ noise  annoys  an  oyster  ” is  a well  known  phrase  and 
theory,  and  no  doubt  the  behaviour  of  a noise  in,  on,  or  near  water 
is  a frequent  matter  for  speculation.  One  facet  of  its  behaviour 
became  apparent  in  a recent  investigation  in  the  Foleshill  area. 


(By  courtesy  of  A.  J.  Sirellon) 

Complainant’s  illustration  of  Noise  Nuisance  due  to  unloading  heavy  iron. 

where  engine  testing  was  practised  at  a factory,  and  the  partially 
silenced  exhaust  discharged  immediately  over  the  water  surface  of 
the  canal.  Reflection  of  the  noise  from  the  water  surface  to  the  walls 
of  canal  side  buildings  and  back  again,  produced  freak  acoustical 
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effects,  and  irate  complaints  from  residents  up  to  one  mile  away 
from  the  noise  source. 

A large  percentage  of  the  noise  complaints  referred  to  general 
engineering  workshops  which  carry  out  a variety  of  operations 
associated  with  the  car  and  other  industries.  In  addition  to  these 
general  sources  of  noise,  complaints  have  been  specifically  received 
as  follows  : — 


Car  Factories 
Extract  ventilation  fans. 

Boiler  induction  fan. 

Water  booster  pump. 

Cyclone  arrester/collector. 

Car  Engine  Works 
Engine  testing. 

Car  Delivery  Firm 
Movement  of  transport  vehicles. 

Plating  Factories 

General  engineering  operations. 

Sheet  Metal  Factory 
Metal  presses. 

Metal  Fabrication  Factory 

General  engineering  operations. 

Foundry 

Casting  fettling. 

General  engineering  operations. 

Drop  Forging  Works 
General  engineering  operations. 

Tyre  Storage  Depot 
Movement  of  transport  vehicles, 
General  engineering  operations, 
including  fork  lift  trucks. 

Jet  Engine  Manufacture 
Engine  testing  — exhaust  roar. 

Machine  Tool  Factories 
General  engineering  operations. 

Concrete  Works 

Conveyor  electric  motor  and  gear, 
Rayon  Factory 

General  engineering  operations. 
Process  alarms. 

Telephone  Works 
Compressor  plant. 

Public  address  system. 


General  engineering  operations. 
Dust  extraction  plant. 

Wood  planing  machines. 

General  engineering  operations. 

Movement  of  transport  vehicles 
General  engineering  operations. 

Metal  melting  furnaces. 


Oil  fuel  burners’  roar. 
Movement  of  transport  vehicles. 
Process  operations. 

Coal  conveyor  gear. 

General  engineering  operations. 
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HOUSING 

“ How  long  will  it  be  before  I am  re-housed  ?”  that  is  the  usual 
question  asked  when  an  inspection  is  being  made  of  a dwelling 
house  under  the  Housing  Acts.  Then  comes  the  stipulation  “ I 
don’t  want  to  go  to  such  and  such  a district,”  “ I don’t  want  to  move 
far  away  from  here  ” or  “ I don’t  want  a flat.”  How  is  one  to  satisfy 
the  needs  of  each  individual  household  in  such  cases  ? I would 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  the  City  Housing  Depart- 
ment in  doing  their  best  to  comply  with  such  requirements,  and  as 
a result  of  action  taken  to  secure  the  demolition  of  unfit  property, 
247  families  (707  persons)  were  re-housed. 

Two  Public  Inquiries  were  held  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
four  Clearance  Orders  following  objections  by  the  owners,  and  these 
were  later  confirmed,  one  with  slight  modification  which  did  not 
affect  the  dwelling  houses.  A further  10,  on  which  there  were  no 
objections,  were  confirmed  after  a visit  by  an  Inspector  from  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  Two  further  Orders 
were  made  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  submitted  for  confirma- 
tion. 

Eleven  “ Individual  Demolition  Orders  ” were  made  in  relation 
to  dwellings  which  were  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  for  human 
habitation  at  a reasonable  expense.  In  two  of  these  cases.  Closing 
Orders  were  substituted.  In  the  case  of  two  further  houses,  an 
undertaking  was  accepted  from  the  owner  when  the  “ Time  and 
Place  ” notice  was  being  considered.  One  Closing  Order  was  made 
on  a part  of  a building. 

The  shortage  of  new  housing  accommodation,  and  the  increase 
of  the  number  of  immigrants  has  resulted  in  the  setting  up  of  many 
houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  although  a certain  amount  of  control 
could  be  exercised  over  dwellings  under  the  provisions  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1957,  it  was  considered  that  further  powers  were  necessary. 
This  has  resulted  in  the  inclusion  in  the  Housing  Act,  1961,  which 
came  into  operation  on  the  24th  November,  of  a number  of  Sections 
dealing  with  such  houses.  Among  these  Sections  is  the  power  to 
apply  a Code  of  Management  in  the  case  of  such  houses  where  there 
is  a failure  to  maintain  the  proper  standards  of  management,  and 
for  the  Minister  to  make  regulations  in  this  respect.  Another  step 
forward  is  the  power  to  require  additional  facilities  to  those  required 
by  the  existing  legislation  in  the  form  of  artificial  lighting,  personal 
washing  facilities,  installations  for  space  heating,  for  the  use  of  space 
heating  appliances,  and  for  the  provision  of  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire.  With  regard  to  space  heating  appliances,  it  may  be  mentioned 
that  the  use  of  oil  heaters  is  not  considered  satisfactory  as  both  they, 
and  the  storage  of  the  fuel,  especially  in  the  case  where  children  are 
present,  constitute  a grave  fire  risk.  A further  provision  empowers 
the  local  authority  to  make  a direction  to  limit  the  number  of  persons 
who  may  occupy  a house  in  multiple  occupation.  The  penalty  for 
offences  against  these  provisions,  and  for  offences  under  the  over- 
crowding section  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  are  drastic. 
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A survey  of  all  houses  known  to  be,  or  suspected  of  being 
houses  in  multiple  occupation  is  being  undertaken  in  order  that  the 
necessary  action  can  be  taken  to  secure  the  provision  of  decent 
standards  of  living  and  to  ensure  that  such  houses  are  not  over- 
crowded. The  set  of  standards  which  was  drawn  up  following  the 
passing  of  the  1957  Act  is  being  amended  to  include  the  additional 
requirements. 

The  improvement  of  existing  housing  accommodation  continues 
to  be  carried  out  with  the  financial  assistance  provided  under  the 
Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958,  as  amended  by  the  House 
Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  in  the  form  of  “ discretionary” 
and  “ standard  ” grants.  It  was  noted  with  satisfaction  that  the  list 
of  improvements  for  which  a “ standard  ” grant  is  available  was 
amended  in  the  Housing  Act,  1961,  to  allow  for  a water  closet  within 
or  approached  from  within  the  dwelling,  despite  the  fact  that  there 
might  be  one  already  “ contiguous  ” to  the  dwelling.  Although  all 
applications  for  a grant  are  made  through  the  City  Architect  and 
Planning  Officer,  there  is  close  liaison  between  the  Departments,  and 
all  cases  are  referred  in  order  that  the  premises  can  be  inspected  to 
ensure  that  they  are  suitable,  have  the  requisite  “ life,”  and  that  any 
defects  or  dilapidations  are  made  good  before  the  grant  is  recom- 
mended. In  this  respect  2,028  houses  were  inspected,  212  in  con- 
nection with  “ discretionary  ” grants,  and  1,816  in  connection  with 
“ standard  ” grants.  In  one  instance  it  was  not  found  possible  to 
recommend  the  approval  of  a ” discretionary  ” grant  due  to  the 
estimated  “ life  ” of  the  dwelling,  and  in  the  case  of  one  application 
for  a “ standard  ” grant,  the  house  was  found  to  be  affected  by 
re-development  proposals,  and  the  application  had  to  be  refused. 
In  74  cases  it  was  found  that  the  dwellings  fell  short  of  the  require- 
ments for  the  recommendation  of  a “ standard  ” grant,  and  in  five 
instances  the  applications  were  withdrawn.  In  twelve  cases  where 
applications  had  been  made  for  a grant  for  hot  water  supphes,  the 
inspections  revealed  that  hot  water  was  already  available  at  the  three 
specific  points,  and  no  recommendation  could  be  made. 

The  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  have  been  used  to 
secure  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  habitable  dwellings  throughout 
the  year,  and  in  this  respect  4,847  repairs  and  improvements  have 
been  effected. 

The  number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under 
the  Rent  Act,  1957  made  during  the  year  was  forty  three.  In  each 
case  a recommendation  was  made  that  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  be 
issued,  but  following  the  service  of  the  “notice  of  intention ” on  the 
landlords,  thirty  five  undertakings  to  remedy  the  defects  were  re- 
ceived, and  therefore  only  eight  Certificates  were  issued.  Six  applica- 
tions were  received  from  landlords  for  the  cancellation  of  Certificates 
of  Disrepair,  and  in  three  instances  the  tenants  objected  to  such 
cancellation  on  the  grounds  that  the  defects  had  not  been  remedied. 
One  application  was  received  from  a tenant  for  a certificate  to  the 
effect  that  the  undertaking  given  by  the  landlord  had  not  been  hon- 
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cured,  and  ten  applications  from  landlords  for  certificates  that  the 
defects  specified  in  these  undertakings  had  been  remedied. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1961 


Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered 

unfit  for  human  habitation  622 

Number  of  houses  in  which  the  defects  were  remedied  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 

their  Officers  269 

Number  of  reports  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view 
to 

(a)  the  issuing  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works  588 

(b)  the  making  of  Demolition  Orders  or  Closing  Orders  34 

Number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of  works  588 
Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  the  service 

of  formal  notices  280 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  or  Closing  Orders  made 11 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 

accepted  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  2 

Number  of  houses  demolished  212 


The  City  Engineer  kindly  gives  the  following  information  con- 
cerning new  dwellings  : — 

(a)  Number  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year  

Total  

(h)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(i)  By  Local  Authority  

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  

REHOUSING 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  1st  January,  1961  

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  31st  December,  1961 
(after  revision  1,510  applications  removed  from  list) 

Number  in  Category  A (First  Priority)  

Number  in  Category  B (Second  Priority)  

Number  in  Category  C (Third  Priority)  

Number  in  Category  D (Fourth  Priority)  

Number  of  families  rehoused  during  the  year  

From  Category  A 2 

From  Category  B 193 

From  Category  C 636 

From  Category  D 63 

Number  of  applications  for  Corporation  Houses  made 

during  the  year  1961  

Number  of  dwellings  erected  by  the  Corporation  during  the 

year  1961  

Number  of  families  rehoused  as  a result  of  representations 

by  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department  

Number  of  houses  voluntarily  closed 


1,489 

207 

Nil 


5,148 

5,462 

2 

705 

3,709 

1,046 

894 


2,718 

207 

79 

29 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1957  — OVERCROWDING 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  269 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  291 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  1,173 

(^)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  122 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  147 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  473 

(r/)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 
become  overcrowded  after  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 


MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  expression  “ movable  dwelling  ” may,  to  the  average 
person,  seem  synonymous  with  caravan,  but  for  the  purposes  of 
the  law  relating  to  movable  dwellings,  different  interpretations  are 
applied  to  this  expression. 

Until  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act 
became  law  in  1960,  movable  dwellings  were  controlled,  to  a certain 
extent,  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Local  Authorities  could,  as 
is  also  the  case  with  the  latest  Act,  issue  licences  authorising  the  use 
of  land  for  the  stationing  of  movable  dwellings,  and  conditions 
could  be  imposed  for  securing  “ hygienic  conditions,  etc.”  There  was 
no  reference  to  “ planning.”  “ Movable  dwelling  ” is  defined  in  the 
earlier  Act  as  including  any  tent,  shed  or  similar  structure,  or  van 
or  other  conveyance,  whether  on  wheels  or  not,  used  either  regularly 
or  intermittently  for  human  habitation.  This  would  appear  to  allow 
the  use  of  almost  any  conceivable  contraption  capable  of  providing 
some  sort  of  shelter. 

The  1960  Act  defines  a caravan  as  being  any  structure  designed 
or  adapted  for  human  habitation  which  is  capable  of  being  moved 
from  one  place  to  another,  and  any  motor  vehicle  so  designed  or 
adapted. 

Until  about  two  decades  ago,  the  use  of  movable  vehicles  as 
permanent  dwellings  was  confined  almost  entirely  to  two  classes  of 
people,  namely,  travelling  showmen  and  gypsies  or  psuedo  gypsies. 
Since  then  the  position  has  completely  changed,  and  throughout  the 
country  thousands  of  people  make  caravans  their  permanent  homes, 
either  through  choice  or  force  of  circumstances.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  housing  shortage  during  the  post  war  years  has,  to  a large 
extent,  been  responsible  for  the  majority  of  these  caravan  dwellers 
using  caravans  as  homes,  and  many  would,  if  given  the  opportunity, 
vacate  these  for  a house,  even  though  this  would  involve  some 
additional  expense. 

It  is  generally  considered  amongst  public  health  officers  that 
caravans  are  sub-standard  dwellings,  with  their  communal  washing 
facilities,  sanitary  accommodation,  etc.,  which,  in  many  instances. 
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are  situated  some  distance  from  the  van.  Local  Authorities  are  asked 
to  secure  the  maintenance,  etc.,  of  houses,  and  in  the  Housing  Act, 
1957,  a standard  of  fitness  is  defined,  and  should  a house  fall  short 
of  this  standard  in  respect  of  one  or  more  of  the  eight  items  named, 
then  it  can  be  classed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  If  the  same  stan- 
dard was  applied  to  movable  dwellings,  many  would  be  considered 
unsuitable  for  living  purposes.  It  is  realised  that  the  standard 
applied  to  a house  cannot  reasonably  be  applied  to  a movable 
dwelling,  but  it  does  appear  rather  incongruous  that  a local  authority 
should  require  an  owner  to  carry  out  expensive  improvements  or 
repairs  to,  or  even  order  the  demolition  or  closure  of,  a house,  when 
movable  dwellings,  used  for  permanent  occupation,  often  fall  far 
below  this  amenity  standard,  and  are  allowed  to  remain  in  use  as 
dwellings.  Reference  is  made  in  the  Housing  Act  to  movable  dwell- 
ings, and  they  can,  if  they  have  been  situated  on  the  same  site  for  two 
years,  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way  as  a house  if  they  are  considered 
unfit,  and  incapable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost.  Also,  they  may  be 
included  in  a Clearance  Area.  The  standards  relating  to  overcrowd- 
ing of  houses  do  not  apply  to  caravans. 

Certain  organisations  concerned  with  caravanning  have  obtained 
from  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  certificates  of 
exemption  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act. 
The  effect  of  these  certificates  is  to  exempt  them  from  the  licencing 
provisions  imposed  by  the  Act  and  reduce  the  extent  of  control 
which  a local  authority  may  exercise  over  them.  The  object  of  such 
organisations  must  include  the  encouragement  or  promotion  of 
recreational  activities  and  to  provide  site  supervision  of  their 
members.  Caravan  dwelling  of  this  kind,  where  the  caravan  is  not 
a permanent  home,  presents  few  difficulties  and  is  no  great  problem 
to  a local  authority.  However,  many  permanent  residential  sites 
present  an  entirely  different  picture. 

In  his  circular  to  local  authorities,  the  Minister  gave  certain 
guidance,  which  should  be  taken  into  account  when  consideration 
is  given  to  the  granting  of  planning  permission  and  licences.  He 
considered  that  all  sites  should  be  properly  equipped  and  run,  and 
that  planning  permission  should  not  be  withheld  on  principle. 

The  Model  Standards  for  sites  specified  by  the  Minister  are 
interpreted  by  most  authorities  as  the  minimum  requirements,  and 
it  is  on  this  basis  that  the  site  licences  have  been  issued  by  this 
Authority. 

To  provide  and  properly  equip  a large  site  may  cost  in  the  region 
of  £100  to  £200  per  van,  so  that  the  outlay  for  a site  of  a hundred 
vans,  which  is  by  no  means  large,  could  be  £10,000  upwards.  This 
is  a considerable  amount  of  money,  and  any  developer,  before 
spending  anywhere  near  this  amount,  would  expect  long  term 
planning  permission.  Although  local  authorities  are  expected  to 
secure  the  best  possible  conditions  for  sites,  there  have  been  a 
number  of  appeals  against  the  conditions  imposed  with  the  issue  of 
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licences,  and  the  results  in  some  cases  have  not  been  favourable 
to  the  local  authorities. 

Site  licences  issued  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were 
aimed  at  keeping  sites  in  a sanitary  condition,  and  the  conditions 
laid  down  had  to  be  solely  concerned  with  this  aspect  of  the  site.  The 
latest  Act  gives  a far  greater  measure  of  control  over  sites,  covering 
not  only  the  public  health  angle,  but  also  the  planning  and  aesthetic 
angles.  The  proper  control  of  caravans  has  become  a “ problem  ” 
to  local  authorities,  and  is  far  more  acute  now  than  when  the  first- 
named  Act  became  law  in  1937.  In  fact,  many  of  the  sites  are  “ eye- 
sores,” and  one  can  understand  local  authorities  viewing  them 
unfavourably. 

Of  the  thirty  caravan  sites  in  the  City  at  the  time  the  Caravan 
Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  became  law  (August 
1960),  twenty-nine  were  privately  owned,  the  remaining  one  being 
owned  by  the  Corporation.  These  sites  varied  considerably  in  size, 
some  having  only  one  van,  and  the  largest  (the  Corporation  owned 
site)  having  190  vans. 

The  issue  of  site  licences  has  been  a matter  for  consultation 
between  the  Department  and  the  Department  of  the  City  Architect, 
who  is  also  Planning  Officer  for  this  Authority.  In  a number  of 
instances,  affecting  unsatisfactory  sites,  the  Planning  and  Re- 
development Committee  of  the  City  Council  authorised  the  Planning 
Officer  to  take  enforcement  action  to  secure  their  closure.  In  other 
instances  the  issue  of  site  licences  was  authorised.  Four  licences  have 
been  issued  under  Section  I of  the  Act  during  the  year  under  review. 

In  several  other  cases  this  Authority,  as  the  Planning  Authority, 
has  authorised  the  service  of  enforcement  notices  to  secure  discon- 
tinuance of  some  of  the  unsatisfactory  sites,  while  others  have  only 
short  term  planning  permission,  or,  planning  permission  having 
expired,  the  site  owners  are  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  Council  in 
respect  of  planning  permission. 

Several  of  the  larger  sites  have  only  short  term  planning  permis- 
sion. As  previously  stated,  to  comply  with  reasonable  standards 
could  invblve  the  owner  in  considerable  expense,  and  unless  long 
term  planning  permission  is  granted,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 
impose  standards  comparable  to  the  Model  Standards  issued  by  the 
Ministry.  To  adopt  a lower  standard  would  be  tantamount  to  allow- 
ing sites  where  conditions  border  upon  the  insanitary  to  continue 
in  use. 

At  Wyken  Croft  the  Corporation  maintain  a caravan  site. 
During  the  year  a detailed  survey  of  the  site  was  made,  and  proposals 
were  submitted  to  the  appropriate  controlling  department  in 
respect  of  the  work  and  additional  facilities  required  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  under  the  Model  Standards.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  detailed  specification  of  work  necessary  was  in  course  of 
p.’'eparation. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

During  the  year  1,612  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  obtained. 
1,415  were  reported  by  the  City  Analyst  as  genuine  and  197  as 
unsatisfactory.  The  total  number  of  samples  obtained  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  showed  a slight  decrease  over 
last  year’s  figures.  This  was  due  chiefly  to  a decrease  in  the  number 
of  staff  available  for  this  section  of  work. 

The  system  of  sampling  has  again  shown  a high  percentage  of 
unsatisfactory  samples,  and  compared  with  previous  years  the 
percentage  still  remains  high.  However,  in  regard  to  milk  samples 
the  position  indicated  by  the  samples  obtained  is  quite  satisfactory. 
The  results  of  the  samples  show  that  the  standard  of  milk  sold  in  the 
city  is  on  the  whole  above  the  legal  permissive  standard. 

Details  of  the  Samples  Collected 
are  as  follows  : 

Formal  samples  obtained  41 

Informal  samples  obtained  1,571 


MILK 


During  the  year  850  samples  of  milk  were  obtained,  and  of  these 
50  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Details  of  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  are  set  out  below,  together  with  the  action  taken. 


Type  of  Milk  Number  of  Samples 


T.T.  Pasteurised  4 

Pasteurised  21 

Pasteurised,  School  8 

T.T.  Pasteurised, 

Channel  Island  1 

Sterilised  9 

Farm  7 


Result  of  Analysis 

4 Deficiency  of  Solids  not  Fat. 
19  Deficiency  of  Solids  not  Fat. 

2 Added  Water. 

5 Deficiency  of  Solids  not  Fat. 
2 Added  Water. 

1 Deficiency  of  Fat. 

1 Deficiency  of  Fat. 

7 Deficiency  of  Solids  not  Fat. 
1 Deficiency  of  Fat. 

1 Contained  Detergent. 

5 Deficiency  of  Solids  not  Fat. 
1 Deficiency  of  Fat. 

1 Contained  Detergent. 


The  39  samples  of  milk  reported  by  the  Analyst  to  be  deficient 
of  solids  not  fat  were  all  genuine  milk  by  the  freezing  point  test. 
However,  in  these  cases  further  samples  were  taken  of  the  milk  on 
delivery  to  the  processing  dairies,  and  the  farmers  concerned  were 
informed  of  the  results.  Four  samples  were  reported  to  be  deficient  of 
butter  fat,  and  all  these  were  obtained  from  processing  dairies.  In 
one  instance,  in  the  case  of  T.T.  pasteurised  Channel  Island  milk, 
formal  samples  were  obtained,  and  these  were  found  to  be  genuine. 
In  the  other  cases  it  was  suspected  that  the  agitator  on  the  bottling 
machines  had  not  been  working  satisfactorily,  and  further  samples 
were  found  to  be  genuine. 
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SAMPLES  OF  FOOD 


Articles  of  Food 

No. 

of  Samples 

No. 

Genuine 

N 

Unsatis 

o. 

factory 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Almonds,  Ground 

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Arrowroot  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Bacon  



1 

1 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Battermix  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Beef  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Biscuits  

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Blackcurrant  Juice  Cordial 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Bread  

— 

16 

14 

— 

2 

Browning  for  Gravy 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Butter  

2 

33 

30 

— 

5 

Butterscotch  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Buttersnaps  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Cabbage  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Cake  Mix  

— 

6 

1 

— 

5 

Cake  Confectionery 
(Mallows)  



3 

3 

1 

— 

Caraway  Seeds 

J 

2 

— 

2 

Celery  Salt  

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Cheese  

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cheese  Spread  

— 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Cherries,  Glace  

— 

7 

5 

— 

2 

Chicken  Stuffing  & Bread 
Sauce  - 

1 



— 

1 

Chocolate  

— 

14 

14 

— 

— 

Chocolate  Horlicks 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Cloves  

— 

2 

— 

1 

Coconut,  Desiccated 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Coffee  

— 

9 

9 

— 

— 

Coffee  (Instant)  

— 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Coffee  & Chicory  Essence 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Cooking  Fat  

— 

2 

2 

— 

Cornflour  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Crab,  Tinned  

— 

1 

1 

— 



Cream,  Double  

— 

16 

11 

— 

5 

„ Single  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

„ Clotted  

— 

1 

1 



— 

„ Sterilised,  Dairy 

1 — 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Curry  Powder  

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Custard  Powder 

— 

1 

1 

Debris  from  Dried  Fruits 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Dessert  Powder  

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Doughnut  

— 

1 

— 

Fish  

— 

5 

4 

Fishcakes 

— 

4 

4 

— 

1 

Fishpastes 

— 

10 

9 

Fishpaste  with  Butter  

— 

1 3 

13 

Flour  (Self-Raising)  

— 

4 

4 

1 

1 

■ 

„ (Plain)  

— 

1 

1 

„ (Sweetened) 

— 

Foam  Crystals  

— 

1 

I 

c/fwd. 

3 

201 

165 

1 

30 
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SAMPLES  OF  FOOD  (contd.) 


Articles  of  Food 

No. 

of  Samples 

No. 

Genuine 

No. 

Unsatisfactory 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

b/fwd. 

3 

201 

165 

1 

30 

Food  Colourings 

— 

3 

3 





Food  Flavourings 

— 

12 

12 

— 

— 

Fruits  (Dried)  

— 

29 

26 

— 

3 

Gelatine  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Ginger,  Ground 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Ginger,  Non-Alcoholic 
Cordial  

1 

1 

i. 

Gravy  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Gravy  Browning 

— 

1 

1 

— 

. . 

Gravy  Salt  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Honey  

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream 

— 

15 

14 

— 

1 

Instant  Whip  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Lard,  Pure  American 

— 

2 

2 

— 



Lemon  Curd  

— 

5 

5 





Lemonade  

— 

3 

1 

— 

2 

Lemon  Juice  

— 

2 

2 





Light  Ale  

— 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

Margarine  

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Marmalade  

— 

2 

2 



. — 

Marzipan 



4 

4 

— 



Meat  Paste  

— 

8 

7 



1 

Meat  (Stewed  Steak) 

— 

1 

1 



Meringue  

— 

1 

1 





Meringue  Base  

— 

1 

1 





Milk  (Condensed, 
Sweetened,  Skimmed) 

2 

2 

Milk  (Full  Cream),  Evap- 
orated   

1 

1 

Milk,  Dried  

— 

1 

1 





Milk  Pudding  (Rice) 

— 

1 

1 



__ 

Mincemeat  

— 

6 

6 

- 

_ 

Mint  Sauce  



2 

2 



Oatmeal,  Medium 

_ 

1 

1 

Oil  (Blended  Vegetable) 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Olive  Oil  

— 

1 

1 

Orange  Juice  

— 

1 

1 

Paprika  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Pastry  Mix  



2 

2 

__ 

Peel,  Mixed  



5 

5 

Pepper,  White  

— 

1 

1 

Piccalilli,  Chopped 

— 

1 

1 

Pickle  

— 

2 

2 



Porridge  Oats 

— 

3 

2 



1 

Preserves  (Strawberry  & 
Blackcurrant  Jam) 

3 

2 

1 

Prunes  

— 

10 

10 

Raising  Powder  (Golden) 

— 

1 

1 



Rice  (Whole)  



2 

2 

Saccharine  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

c/fwd. 

3 

353 

314 

1 

41 
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SAMPLES  OF  FOOD  (contd.) 


Articles  of  Food 

N 

of  Sai 

0. 

Tiples 

No. 

Genuine 

N 

Unsati 

o. 

sfactory 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

b/fwd. 

3 

353 

314 

1 

41 

Sage  

— 

1 

1 





Sago  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Salad  Cream  

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Salmon  (Tinned) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Salt  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sandwich  Spread 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sauces  

3 

10 

11 

— 

2 

Sausages,  Beef  

— 

27 

10 

— 

17 

„ Pork  

1 

14 

— 

1 

14 

„ Vienna 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sausage  Meat  

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

Soups  

— 

24 

21 

— 

3 

Spice  (Mixed)  

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Spirits  (Gin)  

21 

1 

20 

1 

1 

Sponge  Mixture  

— 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Sauce  Mix  (Onion) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Strained  Baby  Foods 

— 

11 

11 

— 

— 

Suet  (Beef)  

— 

6 

5 

— 

1 

Sugar  Confectionery 

5 

26 

19 

5 

7 

Sugar  (Demarara) 

— 

8 

8 

— 

— 

Syrup  (Golden) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Table  Jelly  

■ 

23 

20 

— 

3 

Tapioca  

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Tea  

I 

7 

5 

1 

2 

Tomato  Chutney 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Tart  Mixture  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Thyme  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Tomato  Juice 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Tomato  Juice  Cocktail  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup 

— 

16 

12 

— 

4 

Tomato  Paste  

— 

1 

1 



— 

Treacle  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Vegetables  (Mixed,  Dried) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Vermicelli  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Vinegar  (Malt)  

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Wincarnis  Jelly  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Yorkshire  Pudding 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

34 

570 

497 

9 

98 
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SAMPLES  OF  DRUGS 


Article 

No. 

of  Samples 

1 

No. 

Genuine 

N 

Unsatis 

o. 

.factory 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Analgesic  Tablets 

— 

3 

2 



1 

Antacid  Tablets  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Argonal  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Aspirin  Tablets  

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Aspirin  Tablets  (Child’s) 

— 

7 

— 

— 

7 

Baby  “ Cooling  Powder  ” 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Baby  Cream  

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Backache  Pills  

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Back  and  Kidney  Pills 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Boric  Acid  Powder  B.P 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Boric  Lint 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Bronchial  Mixture 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Calamine  Lotion 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Camphorated  Oil  B.P. 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Castor  Oil  B.P. 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Chest  & Lung  Mixture 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Capsules 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Cold  Treatment 

— 

1 

— 



1 

Cough  Mixture  

— 

16 

11 

— 

5 

Cough  Pastilles  

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

Cough  Syrup  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar  B.P 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Dentyne  Gum  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Diuromil  

— 

1 

1 





Emulsion  

— 

1 

1 





Epsom  Salts  B.P. 

— 

2 

2 



Friars  Balsam  B.P. 

— 

1 

1 





Fullers  Earth  Cream 

— 

1 

I 





Ginger  (Ground) 

— 

1 

I 



_ 

Glucose  

— 

1 

I 

__ 



Glycerine  B.P 

— 

1 

1 



- 

Glycerine,  Lemon  & 
Honey  

5 

5 

Gripe  Water  

— 

2 

2 





Haliborange  Tablets 

— 

3 

3 





Halibut  Liver  Oil  Capsules 

— 

7 

7 



- - 

Headache  Powders 

— 

1 

1 



Head  & Stomach  Pills 

— 

3 

1 

— 

2 

Hiera  Picra  Pills 



1 

— 

1 

Indigestion  Tablets 

— 

2 

2 



Indian  Brandee  



I 

1 

— 



Iron  Jelloids  



1 

1 





Linseed,  Liquorice  & 
Chlorodyne  Lozenges 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Liquid  Paraffin  

— 

1 

1 

. 

Magnesia,  Milk  of 

— 

2 

2 



Mineral  Salts  (Juno 
Junipah)  

1 

2 

2 

1 

Nasal  Congestion  Relief 

— 

1 

1 



Nutmeg  (Ground) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

c/fwd. 

3 

108 

81 

3 

27 
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SAMPLES  OF  DRUGS  (contd.) 


Article 

No. 

of  Samples 

No. 

Genuine 

No. 

Unsatisfactory 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

b/fwd. 

3 

108 

81 

3 

27 

Oil  (Rubbing)  

— 

2 

1 

1 

Ointment  (Germ) 

— 

1 

— 



1 

Olive  Oil  B.P 

— 

2 

2 



Pastilles  (Sore  Gums) 

— 

1 

1 



- . ■ 

Pastilles  (Sore  Throats) 

— 

1 

1 





Rose  Hip  Syrup 

— 

1 

1 





Rose  Hip  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 



- 

Saccharin  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 



__ 

Saltpetre  

— 

1 

1 





Slimming  Aids  

— 

4 

4 





Snuff  (Mentholated) 

— 

1 

1 





Stomach  Powder 

— 

4 

4 



- 

Syrup  of  Figs  

— 

2 

2 

— 



Tincture  of  Iodine 

— 

1 

1 





Tonic  Laxative  Pills 

— 

1 

1 





Toothache  Tincture 

— 

2 

— 



2 

Tramil  

— 

1 

1 





Travel  Sickness  Tablets 

— 

1 

— 



1 

Turpentine  (Spirits  of) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Vapour  Rub  

Vitamin  & Mineral 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Capsules  

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Vitamin  Tablets 

— 

3 

3 

— 

_ 

Vitamin  Tablets  (Vitality) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Yeast  Tablets  

— 

5 

4 

— 

1 

Yeastvite  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Yeast  Tonic  Tablets 

— 

3 

2 

— 

1 

Yestamin  (Vit.)  Tablets 

Zinc  & Castor  Oil  Cream 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

B.P 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

155 

118 

3 

37 
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TABLE  SHOWING  DETAILS  OF  SAMPLES  OF  FOOD  OTHER 
THAN  MILK  WHICH  WERE  REPORTED  TO  BE  UNSATIS- 
FACTORY 


Type  of  Food 

Analyst's  Report 

Action  Taken 

Beef  (1) 

Contaminated  with  blue  stain- 
ing due  to  Bacterium  Pseudo- 
monas Cyanogenus 

300  lbs.  of  meat  were  affected 
in  a brine  tank,  and  the  meat 
was  disposed  of  for  animal 
feeding. 

Biscuits  (1) 

Biscuit  found  to  contain 
rodent  excreta. 

Firm  responsible  prosecuted. 
Fine  and  costs  £7  7s.  Od. 

Bread  (2) 

Brown  bread  : piece  of  blue 
plastic  material  found  baked 
in  the  bread. 

Baker  in  question  visited  and 
cautioned. 

White  Sliced  Bread  : dirt, 
human  hair  and  a feather 
found  in  the  bread. 

Baker  in  question  prosecuted 
and  fined  £15. 

Butter  (5) 

1 contained  16-2%  water  \ 

2 contained  16-4%  water  / 

Formal  sample  obtained  in 
each  case ; found  to  be 
genuine. 

3 samples  of  butter  were  found 
to  be  bleached  and  rancid 

Two  of  the  samples  were  of 
old  stockand  had  been  stored 
in  refrigerated  counters.  The 
remainder  of  the  stock  was 
surrendered  and  destroyed. 
One  sample  was  submitted  at 
the  request  of  a refrigerating 
company  in  connection  with 
the  effect  of  ultra-violet  ray 
lighting  in  refrigerated  cabin- 
ets. Investigation  is  proceed- 
ing by  the  manufacturers  to 
try  and  counter  this  kind  of 
trouble. 

Cabbage 

(Sauer-kraut) 

(1) 

Contaminated  with  detergent. 

This  was  a complaint  by  a 
householder.  Upon  receipt  of 
the  Analyst’s  report  he  real- 
ised that  the  contamination 
had  possibly  taken  place  in 
his  own  home,  and  no  further 
action  was  taken. 

Cake  Mixtures 
(6) 

In  all  these  instances  the  cake 
mixtures  contained  two  inner 
packets,  and  the  Analyst  took 
exception  to  the  fact  that  the 
list  of  ingredients  was  not 
printed  on  the  inner  linings. 

Correspondence  with  the  vari- 
ous manufacturers  and  con- 
tact with  the  Labelling  Divi- 
sion of  the  Ministry  of  Food 
has  revealed  that  there  is  a 
divergency  of  opinion  on  this 
matter,  and  pending  clarifica- 
tion under  the  proposed  new 
Labelling  of  Food  Order  no 
further  action  was  taken. 
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Type  of  Food 

Analyst's  Report 

Action  Taken 

Caraway  Seeds 
(3) 

The  3 samples  were  all  re- 
ported to  be  deficient  of 
vegetable  oil. 

These  were  old  stock  and  the 
shops  in  question  were  re- 
visited and  the  remainder  of 
the  stock  was  surrendered  and 
destroyed. 

Chicken 

Stuffing 

(1) 

In  this  instance  the  stuffing 
was  wrapped  in  two  inner 
packets,  and  the  Analyst  took 
exception  to  the  fact  that  the 
list  of  ingredients  was  not 
printed  on  the  inner  linings. 

Correspondence  with  the  man- 
ufacturers and  contact  with 
the  Labelling  Division  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  has  revealed 
that  there  is  a divergency  of 
opinion  on  this  matter,  and 
pending  clarification  under 
the  proposed  new  Labelling  of 
Food  Order  no  further  action 
was  taken. 

Cherries, 

Glace  (2) 

The  cartons  containing  the 
cherries  contravened  the  Lab- 
elling of  Food  Order  in  that 
no  list  of  ingredients  was  dis- 
played. 

Letters  were  sent  to  the  pack- 
ers concerned,  and  in  both 
instances  cartons  were  sub- 
mitted which  complied  with 
the  Labelling  of  Food  Order, 
and  no  further  action  was 
necessary. 

Cloves  (1) 

The  Analyst  reported  that  the 
sample  contained  extraneous 
stalk  to  the  extent  of  2-5%. 

Manufacturers  notified.  They 
stated  they  did  not  consider 
2-5%  to  be  excessive,  as  the 
B.P.  figure  allows  for  not 
more  than  5%.  In  view  of 
this  no  action  was  taken. 

Cream  (5) 

All  of  the  samples  were  re- 
ported by  the  Analyst  to  be 
either  rancid  or  out  of  condi- 
tion due  to  long  storage. 

These  samples  were  obtained 
from  deep  freeze  refrigerated 
cabinets,  and  in  each  case  the 
vendors  were  cautioned  not  to 
hold  stocks  of  cream  for 
excessive  time.  The  rest  of  the 
stock  in  each  case  was  sur- 
rendered and  destroyed. 

Doughnut  (1) 

Drawing  pin  found  attached 
to  the  doughnut. 

The  baker’s  premises  visited 
and  the  baker  cautioned.  He 
promised  to  remove  all  draw- 
ing pins  from  his  bakery. 

Fish  (Haddock) 
(1) 

Fish  had  slightly  soapy  taint. 

The  vendor  interviewed  and 
was  unable  to  account  for  the 
fish  being  contaminated.  The 
rest  of  the  fish  in  his  posses- 
sion was  satisfactory,  but  he 
agreed  to  reimburse  the  com- 
plainant. 

130 


Type  of  Food 

Analyst's  Report 

Action  Taken 

Fish  Paste 
(1) 

Lobster  paste.  The  wording  of 
the  label  not  of  the  correct 
size. 

Letter  sent  to  manufacturers, 
who  replied  that  this  was  very 
old  stock  and  the  labels  had 
been  amended  since  this  stock 
was  issued.  Specimens  of  the 
new  label  were  submitted  and 
these  were  satisfactory. 

Dried  Fruit 
(4) 

Excess  dirt  and  extraneous 
matter  were  found  in  three 
samples. 

These  were  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  dried  fruit  used  by 
local  cake  manufacturers,  and 
after  receiving  the  Analyst’s 
results  they  were  advised  to 
take  extra  precautions  with 
washing  the  fruit  before  using 
it  in  their  confectionery. 

One  sample  found  to  contain 
grubs. 

In  this  instance  the  vendor  was 
prosecuted  and  fined  £6. 

Gravy  (1) 

Sample  of  gravy  was  contam- 
inated with  blue  dye,  presum- 
ably from  the  lid  of  the  sauce- 
pan. 

Letter  sent  to  the  manufac- 
turers of  the  saucepans  calling 
their  attention  to  the  danger 
of  contamination  from  the 
type  of  dye  used  on  their 
product. 

Ice  Cream 
(1) 

This  was  advertised  as  whip- 
ped cream  and  the  Analyst 
took  exception  to  this  label. 

The  vendor  revisited  and 
agreed  to  withdraw  the  label 
and  replace  it  with  “ home- 
made ices.” 

Lemonade  (2) 

One  sample  was  carbonated 
water  only  and  no  sugar,  citric 
acid  or  flavouring  was  present. 

Manufacturer’s  premises  visi- 
ted, and  this  was  found  to  be 
due  to  a breakdown  in  the 
bottling  procedure.  The 

manufacturers  were  cautioned 
and  the  complainant  reim- 
bursed. 

The  second  sample  was  found 
to  contain  sediment  consist- 
ing of  cellulose,  wood  fibres, 
sand  grains. 

Manufacturer’s  premises  vis- 
ited. It  was  found  that  the 
filter  had  broken  down  and 
the  manufacturer  was  caution- 
ed. 

Meat  Paste 
(Pork  & Goose 
Liver  Pate) 

(1) 

Analysis  indicated  fat  to  be 
present  to  the  extent  of  38-8%. 
This  was  not  in  conformity 
with  the  label. 

Letter  sent  to  the  manufactur- 
ers who  agreed  to  alter  the 
label  in  order  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Label- 
ling of  Food  Order. 

Orange  Juice 
(1) 

Fungal  and  bacterial  growth 
present. 

Bottling  premises  visited  and 
the  fungal  growth  was  found 
to  be  due  to  the  inefficient 
cleansing  of  the  bottling  plant. 
Vendor  was  cautioned. 
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Type  of  Food 

Analyst's  Report 

Action  Taken 

Porridge  Oats 

Contained  rodent  excreta. 

These  oats  arrived  at  the  shop 
in  bulk  and  were  packeted 
immediately  upon  arrival.  No 
signs  of  infestation  were  found 
in  the  shop  premises.  The 
remainder  of  the  stock  was 
examined,  but  no  further  evi- 
dence of  rodents  found.  The 
oats,  however,  were  contam- 
inated with  sacking  fibres, 
hair  and  dirt,  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  consignment  was 
surrendered  and  destroyed. 
The  vendor  agreed  to  handle 
only  prepacked  oats  in  future. 

Preserves  ( 1 ) 

Name  and  address  of  the 
manufacturer  not  printed  on 
the  label.  Jam  caramelised 
due  to  overboiling. 

Sample  was  of  home-made 
jam  and  complainant  was 
notified  of  Analyst’s  findings. 

Sauces  (2) 

Analyst  stated  that  the  sauces 
were  contaminated  with  larvae 
and  insect  parts. 

Letters  to  manufacturers  who 
both  replied  suggesting  that 
the  contamination  was  not 
excessive  by  generally  accepted 
standards.  They  quoted 

American  permitted  standards, 
and  in  comparison  with  these 
their  sauces  were  quite  satis- 
factory. As  there  is  no  legal 
standard  for  this  type  of 
product  in  England  no  further 
action  was  taken. 

Sausages  : 

(beef  17, 
pork  14) 

In  all  of  these  samples  preserv- 
atives were  found  to  be  present 
within  the  permitted  standard 
allowed  by  the  Preservatives  in 
Food  Regulations,  1925. 

. 

In  all  of  these  cases  there  was 
no  notice  displayed  in  the 
shops  that  the  sausages  con- 
tained preservatives.  Each 
vendor  was  notified  that  he 
was  contravening  the  Pre- 
servatives in  Food  Regula- 
tions and  a letter  was  also 
sent  to  the  head  office  of  the 
Butchers  Trades  Association 
asking  them  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  their  members  to 

these  Regulations. 
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Type  of  Food 


Soups  (3) 


Spirits  (Gin) 

(2) 


Suet  (1) 


Sugar 

Confectionery 

(12) 


Analyst's  Report 


In  the  Analyst’s  opinion  the 
listing  of  ingredients  in  respect 
of  these  soups  contravened  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order. 


(i)  Bottle  contained  water. 

(ii)  Gin  adulterated  59%  proof 
spirit. 


Solidified  mass  due  to  being 
exposed  to  high  temperature. 


In  all  these  cases  the  Analyst 
took  exception  to  the  pictorial 
display  of  fruit  on  the  labels 
of  the  packets  of  sweets.  In 
his  opinion  this  was  mislead- 
ing, as  he  found  no  fruit  juice 
present  upon  analysis. 


Action  Taken 


Letter  sent  to  each  manu- 
facturer calling  attention  to 
the  Analyst’s  opinion.  In  two 
cases  the  labels  were  amended. 
In  one  case  the  manufacturers 
disagreed  with  the  Analyst’s 
report,  and  the  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Ministry 
(Labelling  of  Food  Division), 
who  stated  that  a new  Label- 
ling of  Food  Order  was  being 
considered,  which  would 
clarify  this  point.  Action  held 
over  pending  issue  of  Order. 

In  the  first  case  the  vendors 
were  prosecuted  but  the  case 
was  dismissed  as  the  magis- 
trates were  not  satisfied  as  to 
who  was  responsible  for  put- 
ting the  water  in  the  gin 
bottle. 

In  the  second  case  this  was  a 
sample  obtained  from  a local 
public  house,  and  the  land- 
lord was  prosecuted  and  fined 
£20. 

Vendor’s  premises  visited  and 
the  remainder  of  the  stock  in  a 
similar  condition  was  sur- 
rendered and  destroyed. 

Letters  were  sent  to  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  sweets,  and 
nearly  all  of  them  disagreed 
with  the  Analyst’s  opinion. 
They  maintained  that  the 
pictorial  display  of  fruit  on  a 
packet  is  an  indication  of 
flavour  and  does  not  neces- 
sarily mean  that  the  juice  of 
that  fruit  is  present.  In  some 
cases  they  stated  that  they 
used  the  essential  oils  of  the 
fruit,  and  they  consider  that 
they  are  quite  in  order,  and 
are  causing  no  contravention 
of  the  Labelling  of  Food 
Order.  In  view  of  the  diverg- 
ence of  opinion  and  the  lack 
of  any  legal  standard  or 
ruling,  no  further  action  was 
taken. 
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Type  of  Food 


Table  Jellies 

(3) 


Tea  (3) 


Tomato 
Ketchup  (4) 


Treacle  (1) 


Yorkshire 
Pudding 
Mixture  (1) 


Analyst's  Report 


The  Analyst  took  exception  to 
the  pictorial  display  of  fruit  on 
the  packets  containing  table 
jellies. 


(i)  Contained  mineral  matter 

(ii)  No  name  of  packer  on 

(iii)  label. 


One  sample  was  reported  by 
Analyst  to  be  deficient  of 
tomato  solids. 

The  three  others  had  unsatis- 
factory labelling  of  ingredients. 


The  Analyst  criticised  the 
i label  on  the  tin  of  treacle, 
i which  stated  that  the  treacle 
contained  medical  properties. 


I In  the  Analyst’s  opinion  this 
j label  contravened  the  Label- 
ling of  Food  Order  in  the  list- 
ing of  the  ingredients.  The 
dye  tartrazine  was  present 
between  0 06  and  0 08%.  The 
label  claimed  a priority  over 
acid  pyro  phosphate. 


Action  Taken 


Letters  sent  to  the  manufac- 
turers, and  in  each  case  their 
opinions  conformed  with 
those  expressed  above  in  res- 
pect of  sugar  confectionery. 

(i)  Letter  sent  to  manufactur- 
ers, who  expressed  concern 
and  would  investigate  blend- 
ing methods.  Two  samples, 
one  informal  and  one  formal 
were  obtained,  and  the  vendor 
was  prosecuted  under  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order,  and 
fined  £2. 

In  each  case  letters  were  sent 
to  the  manufacturers  con- 
cerned. With  reference  to  the 
sample  deficient  of  tomato 
solids,  the  manufacturers 
promised  to  investigate  their 
methods  to  ascertain  how  this 
deficiency  arose.  In  the  other 
three  cases  the  manufacturers 
agreed  to  amend  the  labels  to 
comply  with  the  Labelling  of 
Food  Order. 

Letter  sent  to  the  manu- 
facturers, and  their  reply  was 
considered  by  the  Health 
Committee,  who  decided  that 
no  further  action  should  be 
taken. 

Letter  sent  to  the  manufactur- 
ers, who  replied  stating  that 
they  use  a product  known  as 
egg  colour,  and  in  their  opin- 
ion the  list  of  ingredients  was 
correct.  The  Analyst,  how- 
ever, states  that  the  egg  colour 
only  contains  a percentage  of 
colour  and  the  rest  is  a filler. 
The  matter  is  still  under 
discussion  with  the  firm  con- 
cerned. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  DETAILS  OF  SAMPLES  OF  DRUGS 
WHICH  WERE  REPORTED  TO  BE  UNSATISFACTORY 


Type  of  Drug 

Analyst's  Report 

Action  Taken 

Analgesic 
Tablets  (1) 

Formula  declaration  as  per- 
centage composition. 

This  was  a contravention  of 
the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines 
Act,  1961,  and  was  referred 
to  the  Chief  Inspector  of 
Weights  and  Measures. 

Aspirin 

Tablets 

(Children’s) 

(7) 

All  the  samples  were  found  to 
contain  excess  free  salicylic 
acid. 

These  were  all  informal 
samples  and  were  purchased 
from  small  general  shops, 
where  it  was  found  the 
samples  were  from  aged  stock, 
and  the  remainder  were  sur- 
rendered and  destroyed.  In 
those  instances  where  the 
aspirins  were  of  recent  manu- 
facture the  makers  were  noti- 
fied and  the  remainder  of  the 
stocks  returned  to  them  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  deteri- 
oration and  the  possibility  of 
finding  a more  suitable  method 
of  capping  the  bottles. 

Baby  Cooling 
Powder  ( 1 ) 

Ingredients  listed  on  a percent- 
age basis.  Preferential  form  of 
labelling  would  be  constitu- 
ents per  unit  dose. 

Letter  was  sent  to  manu- 
facturers, informing  them  of 
the  Analyst’s  comments. 

Baby  Cream 
(3) 

Unsatisfactory  labelling,  the 
word  “ Castor  ” being  used  as 
an  ingredient. 

Letter  sent  to  manufacturers, 
calling  their  attention  to  this. 
They  replied  that  the  label 
would  be  amended  to  read 
“ Castor  Oil.” 

Backache  Pills 
(2) 

Ingredients  listed  on  a per- 
centage basis.  Preferential 
form  of  labelling  would  be 
constituents  per  unit  dose. 

Letter  sent  to  the  manu- 
facturers, informing  them  of 
the  Analyst’s  comments. 

Castor  Oil, 

B.P.  (1) 

Acid  value  found  to  be  2-2  ; 
B.P.  limit  2.0 

This  was  an  informal  sample 
obtained  from  a small  general 
shop,  and  it  was  found  that 
the  stock  was  over  two  years 
old.  The  shopkeeper  sur- 
rendered the  remainder  of  the 
stock,  and  was  advised  against 
over-stocking  of  such  com- 
modities for  which  there  was 
little  sale. 
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Type  of  Drug  \ 

Coldene  Cold  j 

Treatment  j 

(1)  I 


Cough  Mixture 
(5) 


Cough  Pastilles 
(1) 


Head  and 
Stomach  Pills 
(2) 


Analyst's  Report 


The  label  on  the  container 
claimed  “ Five  Cold  Medi- 
cines in  One.”  The  Analyst 
reported  that  there  were  only 
four  such  medicines  present  in 
this  preparation. 


(i)  & (ii)  These  samples  were 
found  to  be  devoid  of  chloro- 
form although  some  was 
claimed  on  the  label. 


(iii)  Labelling  unsatisfactory. 
Label  stated  “ the  modern 
remedy  with  added  glucose  ” 
whereas  the  Analyst  revealed 
dextrose  monohydrate  as  such 
not  present  but  containing 
13%  hydrolised  starch  syrup. 

(iv)  The  Analyst  reported  that 
the  level  of  0-5  mgms.  per 
lozenge  Phenylephrine  had 
suffered  some  sort  of  degrada- 
tion. 

I 

(v)  The  listed  ingredients 
claimed  Morphine  Acetus 
B.P.C.  01%;  Aether  B.P. 
0-38%  etc.  This  label  is  out  of 
date  as  Morphine  Acetus  is  no 
longer  described  in  B.P.C. 
Monograph. 

The  Analyst  reported  that  the 
formal  sample  was  found  to 
be  deficient  of  46-7%  Chloro- 
form as  stated  on  the  label. 


i Ingredients  listed  on  a per- 
! centage  basis.  Preferential 
; form  of  labelling  would  be 
I constituents  per  unit  dose. 


Action  Taken 


This  medicine  was  extensively 
advertised  on  television,  and 
the  programme  claimed  “Five 
Medicines  in  One.”  Upon 
receipt  of  the  Analyst's  re- 
port the  manufacturers  were 
informed  and  discussions  took 
place.  Following  this  they 
agreed  to  amend  the  label 
and  also  to  amend  the  tele- 
vision advertising  campaign. 

These  samples  were  found  to 
be  from  aged  stock  and  the 
rest  of  the  stock  was  surrend- 
ered and  destroyed.  The 
shopkeeper  was  advised  as  to 
overstocking. 

Letter  sent  to  manufacturers, 
who  replied  that  they  were 
prepared  to  alter  the  label  to 
read  “ The  modern  remedy 
with  added  liquid  glucose.” 
This  amendment  was  ac- 
cepted. 

The  manufacturers  were  noti- 
fied and  in  collaboration  with 
their  chemist  the  Public  An- 
alyst carried  out  investigations 
to  ascertain  the  cause  of  such 
degradation. 

The  manufacturers  were  noti- 
fied and  the  label  amended. 


The  manufacturers  were  in- 
formed, and  stated  that  the 
pastilles  were  delivered  to  the 
vendor  in  1959,  and  were  thus 
at  least  two  years  old.  They 
agreed  with  the  deficiency  of 
chloroform  which  they  attribu- 
ted to  the  age  of  the  pastilles. 
No  stock  left.  In  view  of  the 
age  of  the  sample  no  further 
action  was  taken. 

The  manufacturers  were  in- 
formed of  the  Analyst’s  com- 
ments. 
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Type  of  Drug 

Analyst's  Report 

Action  Taken 

Hiera  Picra 

Pills  (1) 

The  sample  was  labelled  Pulv. 
Aloes  et  Canella  80%,  and  the 
Analyst  objected  to  this  label. 

A letter  was  sent  to  the  manu- 
facturers, who  agreed  to 
amend  the  label  so  as  to  read 
“Aloes  64%,  Canella  16%.” 

Linseed, 
Liquorice  & 
Chlorodyne 
Lozenges 
(2) 

Formal  and  informal  samples 
were  found  by  the  Analyst  to 
be  deficient  of  chloroform. 

The  matter  was  reported  to 
the  Health  Committee  who 
decided  to  institute  proceed- 
ings against  the  vendors. 
However,  a full  discussion 
took  place  between  the  manu- 
facturers and  representatives 
of  the  Corporation.  In  view 
of  the  manufacturers’  ex- 
planation and  also  the  fact 
that  all  existing  labels  had 
been  destroyed  and  new  labels 
issued,  the  proceedings  were 
discontinued  and  the  Commit- 
tee decided  that  no  further 
action  was  then  necessary. 

Mineral  Salts, 
Juno  Junipah 
(1) 

This  sample  was  found  to  be 
deficient  of  the  Sodium 
Chloride  declared  on  the  label. 

A letter  was  sent  to  the  manu- 
facturers, calling  their  atten- 
tion to  this  deficiency,  and  a 
reply  was  received  expressing 
their  regret,  and  giving  an 
assurance  that  every  effort 
would  be  made  to  avoid  a 
recurrence  of  this  complaint. 

Nutmeg, 

Ground  (1) 

Sample  reported  to  be  defi- 
cient of  20%  volatile  oil 
content. 

The  package  containing  the 
ground  nutmeg  was  not  very 
suitable  for  the  retention  of 
volatile  oil  of  this  nature.  A 
letter  was  sent  to  the  manu- 
facturers asking  for  their 
comments.  A reply  was 

received  that  they  would  in- 
vestigate the  loss  of  the 
volatile  oil  and  also  the 
type  of  wax  drum  used  for 
packaging. 

Oil,  Rubbing 
(1) 

The  Analyst  took  exception  to 
the  fact  that  the  word  “ Paraf- 
fin ” was  misspelt  on  the  label. 

After  consideration  of  the 
Analyst’s  report  it  was  decided 
that  no  action  be  taken. 

Ointment, 

Germ 

(1) 

Analysis  indicated  a defi- 
ciency of  35-4%  of  the  declar- 
ed Methyl  Salicylate. 

The  vendors’  premises  were 
visited,  and  it  was  found  that 
no  more  of  this  product  was 
in  stock.  The  shopkeeper  had 
discontinued  the  sale  of  this 
type  of  medicine. 
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Type  of  Drug 

Analyst's  Report 

Action  Taken 

Toothache 
Tincture  (2) 

Both  of  these  samples  were 
found  to  be  deficient  of 
Chloroform  as  stated  on  the 
label. 

In  both  cases  the  samples  were 
obtained  from  small  general 
shops  and  were  old  stock. 
Both  shopkeepers  surrendered 
the  remainder  of  the  stock 
which  was  destroyed. 

Travel  Sickness 
Tablets  (1) 

This  sample  was  analytically 
satisfactory  but  6 tablets  were 
claimed  in  the  pack  and  only  5 
were  found  to  be  present. 

This  was  referred  to  the  Chief 
Weights  and  Measures  In- 
spector. 

Vitamin  and 
Mineral 
Capsules  (2) 

(i)  The  Analyst  reported  that 
the  advertising  literature  with 
this  sample  made  claims  sug- 
gesting supplementing  of  the 
daily  intake  of  phosporus. 
Also  unsatisfactory  claims  are 
made  in  regard  to  calcium, 
but  neither  chemical  ap- 
proaches the  daily  dose  of  750 
mgms.  recommended  by  the 
Medical  Research  Council. 

A letter  was  sent  to  the  manu- 
facturers informing  them  of 
the  Analyst’s  comments,  and 
a reply  was  received  acknow- 
ledging the  letter  and  noting 
the  contents. 

(ii)  This  sample  was  found  to 
be  13%  deficient  of  the  Fer- 
rous Sulphate  claimed  on  the 
label. 

When  the  vendors’  premises 
were  visited  to  obtain  a formal 
sample  it  was  found  that  none 
of  this  particular  brand  was 
now  in  stock,  and  no  further 
sample  was  obtainable. 

Yeast  Tablets 
(2) 

(i)  The  Analyst  reported  this 
sample  to  be  unsatisfactory 
due  to  tablet  weight  variation 
compared  with  B.P.  recom- 
mendations. 

The  manufacturers  were  noti- 
fied of  the  Analyst’s  com- 
ments. 

(ii)  In  this  sample  the  label 
claim  of  extra  potency  was  in 
the  Analyst’s  opinion  mis- 
leading. Also  the  declaration 
of  Vitamin  B per  ounce  un- 
realistic. 

The  manufacturers  were  noti- 
fied of  the  Analyst’s  com- 
ments. 

Yeast  Tonic 
Tablets  (1) 

In  this  informal  sample  the 
Analyst  found  no  drugs  which 
in  his  opinion  could  lay  claim 
to  tonic  properties. 

A letter  was  sent  to  the  manu- 
facturers and  discussions  took 
place  with  representatives  of 
the  firm  concerned  with  a 
view  to  amending  the  label  of 
this  product. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLES 
STATISTICS 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES  1,612 


Total  number  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  197 

Percentage  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  12-2% 

Milk  Samples  — Total  850. 

Percentage  found  to  be  adulterated  0-7  % 

Percentage  found  to  be  deficient  of  solids  not  fac  or  fat  5-2% 

Samples  of  Food  Excluding  Milk  — Total  604. 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  have  unsatisfactory 

labels  5-7% 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  be  adulterated  6-6  % 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  by 

reason  of  rancidity,  moulds,  contamination,  etc.  4-6% 

Samples  of  Drugs  — Total  1 58 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  have  unsatisfactory 

labels  8-8% 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  be  adulterated  11-95% 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  due 

to  age,  etc 4-4  % 

VISITS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Institutions  2 

Food  Shops 1,053 

Canteens  and  Kitchens  20 

Abattoir  17 

Markets  22 

Food  and  Drugs  253 

Other  Premises  40 

Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

Dairies  394 

Milk  Shops  (Personal  Reg.)  227 

Hawkers  61 

Cooked  Meat  Shops  124 

Ice  Cream  Shops  524 

Fish  Friers  Premises  181 

Butchers  Shops  (Preserved  Food) 415 

Markets  50 

Canteens  and  Kitchens  952 

Schools  7 

Other  Shops  1,228 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling  206 

Milk  Sampling  17 

Food  Vehicles  96 

Butchers  Shops  (Non-Registered) 278 

Greengrocers  246 
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Other  Visits 

Food  Poisoning  Visits  989 

Food  Poisoning  Revisits  67 

Visits  to  Rivers  and  Watercourses  595 

Visits  re  Water  Sampling  228 

Miscellaneous  1,210 


TOTAL  9,502 


Number  of  notices  served  under  Food  Hygiene 

(General)  Regulations,  1960  1,271 

Details  of  Work  Carried  out  Under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 

Regulations,  1960 

Number  of  Food  Premises  : — 

Cleansed  and  redecorated 429 

Structural  repairs  carried  out  < 36 

Lockers  provided  18 

Sinks  provided  1 1 

Wash  hand  basins  provided  56 

Hot  water  provided  93 

Refrigeration  provided  6 

Screening  of  open  food  provided  65 

Tables  and  counters  covered  with  impervious 

material 55 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  70 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  and  bins  pro- 
vided   36 

Absence  of  first  aid  kit  54 

Shop  counters  covered  with  impervious  material  10 

Wash  notices  on  water  closet  doors  97 

New  dustbins  provided  12 

New  hot  plate  provided  1 

New  potato  peeler  provided  1 

New  gas  stove  provided  1 

New  stainless  steel  tables  - 1 

Toilet  requisites  provided  148 

Vehicles  (No  address)  Name  and  Address  now  on 

vehicles  4 

Clothing  accommodation  5 

New  Crockery  provided  4 

Ventilation  provided  2 


1,215 


TOTAL 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 

During  the  year  53  samples  of  food  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  in  connexion  with  cases  of  food  poisoning 
and  in  respect  of  complaints  from  shops  and  canteens. 

Details  of  the  samples  submitted  and  the  results  obtained  are 
set  out  below  : — 


Types  of  Food 

No. 

Submitted 

No. 

Satisfactory 

No. 

Unsatisfactory 

Beef  

1 

— 

1 Myositis 

Bone  Broth  

1 

— 

1 Clostridium 

Welchii 

Cheese  

1 

1 

— 

Chicken  

1 

1 

— 

Cooked  Gammon 

1 

1 

— 

Cream  Sponge  Cake 

1 

1 

— 

Desiccated  Coconut 

34 

34 

— 

Fat  and  Meat  

2 

2 

— 

Gravy  

1 

1 

— 

Jellied  Veal  

2 

— 

2 Bacterial 

Contamination 

Lard  

1 

1 

— j 

Lamb  

1 

— 

1 Abscess 

Potatoes  

1 

1 

— 

Pork  Pie  

1 

1 

— 

Sausages  

1 

1 

— 

Stewed  Steak  

2 

2 

— 

Steak  & Kidney  Pie 

1 

1 Clostridium 
Welchii. 

The  sample  of  beef  was  obtained  from  the  abattoir,  and  upon 
receipt  of  the  result  the  carcase  was  condemned. 

In  the  case  of  the  sample  of  lamb,  this  was  part  of  a shoulder 
sent  to  a school  kitchen,  and  when  the  meat  was  being  prepared 
an  abscess  was  found  in  the  prescapular  lymph  node  ; this  was 
sent  to  the  pathological  laboratory  for  identification  of  the  organism 
causing  the  abscess,  but  no  definite  organism  was  isolated. 

The  two  tins  of  jellied  veal  were  of  foreign  origin  and  were  part 
of  a consignment  sent  to  a large  store.  Upon  examination  by  an 
Inspector  the  jelly  was  found  to  be  cloudy,  with  a fungus-like 
growth  in  it.  Two  samples  were  taken  to  the  laboratory,  and  bacter- 
ial growth  was  found  in  the  jelly,  indicating  either  dirty  gelatine  or 
inefficient  sterilisation  of  the  gelatine  before  use.  The  rest  of  the 
consignment  was  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

The  samples  of  bone  broth  and  steak  and  kidney  pie  contam- 
inated with  Clostridium  welchii  were  obtained  from  a Grammar 
School  in  the  City,  following  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  which 
affected  468  boys  and  staff.  The  illness  in  all  cases  was  mild,  and 
took  the  form  of  repeated  attacks  of  diarrhoea,  accompanied  by 
abdominal  discomfort.  The  onset  in  most  cases  occurred  during  the 
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evening  and  early  night  of  Thursday,  4th  May,  and  most  affected 
were  either  recovered  or  recovering  on  the  following  morning. 

The  common  factor  in  all  the  diets  of  the  persons  affected  was 
the  steak  and  kidney  pudding  served  for  dinner  on  4th  May,  which 
was  partly  prepared  the  day  before,  and  the  final  preparation  was 
carried  out  on  the  morning  of  Thursday,  4th  May,  when  it  was 
served  for  lunch.  Samples  of  all  the  foods  that  had  been  served  for 
the  dinner  were  obtained,  together  with  faeces  samples  from  all 
members  of  the  kitchen  staff  and  from  some  of  the  pupils  affected. 
The  laboratory  examination  revealed  the  presence  of  a heat  resistant 
organism,  Clostridium  welchii,  present  in  the  meat  from  the  steak 
and  kidney  pie,  and  from  the  sample  of  mixed  food  waste  obtained 
from  the  kitchen.  Seven  of  the  kitchen  staff  and  1 3 pupils  had  the 
same  organism  in  their  stools. 

Clostridium  welchii  is  an  organism  which  is  found  in  human  and 
animal  intestines,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  state  with  certainty  the 
avenue  by  which  the  organism  gained  entry  into  the  kitchen.  Once 
entry  had  been  effected,  however,  the  feulty  kitchen  technique 
resulted  in  a meal  being  prepared  and  served  on  the  following  day 
which  was  grossly  infected  with  Clostridium. 

The  kitchen  was  kept  spotlessly  clean  and  the  staff  were  in 
themselves  clean  and  probably  of  clean  habits.  The  supervisor  in 
charge  was  untrained  in  food  hygiene  and  had  only  picked  up  a very 
limited  knowledge  of  food  poisoning  dangers.  Some  of  her  informa- 
tion was  accurate,  some  inaccurate,  but  with  regard  to  the  bacteri- 
ology of  food  preparation,  her  information  was  confined  to  the 
maxim  that  boiling  kills  germs  and  simple  cleanliness  is  enough. 

She  was,  in  fact,  a housewife  preparing  an  enormous  domestic 
meal,  and  in  preparing  for  the  next  day’s  lunch  she  did  a common 
housewife’s  practice  of  part  cooking  the  food.  She  stated  that  she 
had  boiled  the  meat,  but  admitted  that  she  thought  that  simmering 
food  was  boiling  food.  She  had  never  heard  of  sporing  bacilli,  and 
without  the  evidence  of  the  outbreak,  would  probably  have  rejected 
as  far  fetched  the  idea  that  any  germs  could  survive  “ boiling.” 

The  meat  either  arrived  at  the  kitchen  contaminated  or  was 
contaminated  in  the  kitchen  on  Wednesday,  3rd  May.  It  was 
prepared  by  hand  and  cooked  in  bulk  in  a large  container.  The 
cooking  consisted  of  a slow  simmer  during  the  afternoon,  and  the 
meat  was  then  covered  and  left  to  cool  in  the  large  cooking  vat  until 
the  following  morning.  The  optimum  bacterial  temperature  was 
reached  some  time  during  the  night,  the  Clostridium  began  multiply- 
ing, and  continued  to  double  their  population  every  half  hour  or  so 
for  several  hours.  The  meat  and  gravy  was  finally  ladled  into  pastry 
and  oven  cooked  until  the  pastry  was  lightly  browned.  The  meat  and 
gravy  may  not  have  reached  boiling  point  during  that  time,  and  when 
finally  served  contained  live  Clostridium  in  enormous  numbers. 

Following  the  outbreak  the  kitchen  staff  were  given  formal 
instruction  in  food  hygiene  by  an  Inspector  of  this  Department. 
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This  was  preceded  by  an  informal  discussion,  during  which  it  became 
clear  that  the  staff  had  only  a rudimentary  knowledge  of  bacterial 
dangers  in  the  preparation  of  food.  It  was  an  occurrence  and  a lesson 
they  will  never  forget,  and  full  use  has  been  made  of  the  incident  in 
instruction  given  at  other  food  preparing  establishments  in  the  City. 

INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  AT  MARKETS, 
SHOPS  AND  STALLS 

During  the  year  4,876  inspections  were  made  of  markets,  shops, 
and  stalls,  etc.,  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  exposed  for  sale, 
and  1,407  additional  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
food  to  ascertain  its  fitness  or  otherwise  for  human  consumption.  In 
the  cases  where  food  was  found  to  be  unfit,  it  was  surrendered  by  the 
owner,  and  a surrender  certificate  issued.  The  surrendered  foods 
were  destroyed  locally  at  the  refuse  destructor,  except  where  they 
had  some  value  as  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

The  quantities  of  food  surrendered  as  unfit  during  the  year  are 
set  out  below  : — 

Total  Weight  of  Food  Surrendered 


Meat  

Tons 

1 

Cwts. 

7 

Qrs. 

1 

Lbs. 

22 

Fish  

3 

14 

1 

12 

Fresh  Fruit  & Vegetables 

4 

11 

3 

15 

Dried  Fruit  

— 

— 

— 

4 

Other  Foods  

— 

12 

2 

13 

Potatoes  

— 

1 

0 

0 

Coconut  Mallows  

— 

3 

2 

9 

TOTAL : 

10 

10 

3 

19 

The  meat  referred  to  in  this  table  is  in  addition  to  that  con- 
demned at  the  Abattoir. 

CANNED  FOODS 


Meat  3,078 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  9,105 

Others  3,366 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Act  for  the  Manufacture, 

Storage  or  Sale  of  Food 

This  section  prohibits  the  use  of  premises  for  the  manufacture 
or  sale  of  the  under-mentioned  foods,  unless  the  premises  are  suitable 
for  the  purpose  and  are  duly  registered  by  the  local  authority. 

(a)  The  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice  cream  or  the  storage  of 
ice  cream  intended  for  sale  ; or 
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(b)  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale 
(The  preparation  of  meat  or  fish  by  cooking  is  deemed 
to  be  the  preservation  thereof  for  this  purpose). 

Before  registration  is  effected  the  premises  must  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960, 
which  lay  down  certain  requirements  relating  to  structural  conditions, 
suitability  and  cleanliness,  which  must  be  observed  in  order  to 
prevent  contamination  of  the  food  produced  or  sold. 


The  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Act  is  set  out  as 


follows  : — 

1961 

Number  of  premises  on  register,  1st  January  1,274 

Number  of  premises  added  to  register  during 

the  year  54 

Number  of  premises  discontinued  during  year  5 

Number  of  premises  on  register,  31st  December  1,323 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  PREMISES  REGISTERED  AT  CLOSE 

OF  YEAR 


1961 


Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 

cream  23 

Premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 

ice  cream  992 

Premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  pressed,  potted  or  pre- 
served meat,  etc 138 

Premises  registered  for  cooking  of  fish  90 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

sausages  only  80 


MILK 

It  is  estimated  that  the  quantity  of  milk  processed  daily  in  the 
City  is  approximately  33,000  gallons,  and  in  addition  to  this  5,200 
gallons  of  sterilised  milk  processed  in  other  areas  are  distributed  in 
the  City  daily. 

Coventry  is  in  a specified  area  and  all  the  milk  sold  must  be 
Designated  Milk,  and  the  38,200  gallons  are  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Gallons 


Pasteurised  Milk  24,600 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk  7,500 

Channel  Island  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  300 

Channel  Island  Pasteurised  Milk  500 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  100 

Sterilised  Milk  5,200 


Again,  during  the  year,  only  a few  complaints  were  received, 
and  these  were  mainly  due  to  dirty  milk  bottles.  In  each  instance  the 


144 


complaints  were  investigated,  the  dairies  inspected,  and  the  dairy- 
men warned. 

Approximately  1,610  gallons  of  milk  were  supplied  daily  to  the 
schools  in  the  City,  this  being  served  to  38,700  children  per  day.  In 
addition  to  this,  milk  is  also  supplied  daily  to  the  school  kitchens. 

The  milk  has  been  sampled  and  submitted  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  regularly  throughout  the  year,  and  the 
results  have  been  consistently  good.  Details  of  these  results  are  re- 
corded later. 


PURVEYORS  OF  MILK 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  selling  milk  within  the  City  : — 

1960  1961 


(n)  residing  in  the  City  65  67 

(b)  Number  of  retail  purveyors  selling 
bottled  milk  only,  from  shop  prem- 
ises   423  440 


During  the  year  394  inspections  were  made  of  dairies,  milk- 
shops  and  milk  vehicles. 

All  the  dairies  were  inspected  frequently  during  the  year  and  the 
following  contraventions  were  found  and  remedied  : — 


New  floors  provided  3 

Dirty  Walls  and  Ceilings  cleansed  2 


In  addition  at  one  dairy  a new  coldroom  and  a new  machine  for 
packing  milk  in  cartons  were  provided. 

At  another  dairy  a de-crating  and  also  a crating  machine  were 
installed  and  these  have  speeded  up  the  bottle  filling  processes 
considerably. 


DESIGNATED  MILK 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 
The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960 

Table  setting  out  the  number  of  licences  issued  during  1961. 


Pasteurised  Milk,  Pasteurisers’  Licences  7 

Pasteurised  Milk,  Dealers’  Licences  402 

Sterilised  Milk,  Dealers’  Licences  448 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  Dealers’  Licences  198 

Sterilisers’  Licence  1 


The  seven  pasteurisers’  licences  include  five  licences  to  pasteurise 
milk  by  the  High  Temperature  Short  Time  Process  and  two  by  the 
Holder  Process. 

The  one  steriliser’s  licence  was  issued  for  the  oven  process. 
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All  the  milk  sold  in  the  City,  with  the  exception  of  a small 
quantity  of  Tuberculin  tested  Milk,  is  either  pasteurised,  T.T. 
pasteurised  or  sterilised. 

Samples  of  milk  were  obtained  from  all  the  processing  dairies 
in  the  City,  and  samples  were  also  taken  of  milk  processed  outside 
the  City  and  retailed  here.  All  samples  were  submitted  to  the  City 
Analyst  for  examination,  and  the  number  of  samples  submitted  and 
the  results  obtained  are  set  out  below. 


TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES  AND  RESULTS 


No.  unsatisfactory 

Designation 

No.  of 
Samples 
Obtained 

No. 

Satisfact- 

ory 

Total 

Unsatis- 

factory 

By 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

By 

Phosphatase 

Test 

By 

Turbidity 

Test 

Pasteurised 

252 

249 

3 

2 

1 

— 

Pasteurised 
Channel  Island 

25 

25 

— 







Pasteurised 

School 

142 

142 

— 

— 





T.T.  Pasteurised 

158 

157 

1 

— 

1 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 
Channel  Island 

84 

84 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

162 

162 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

823 

819 

4 

2 

2 

— 

During  the  year  97  samples  submitted  for  the  Methylene  Blue 
test  were  reported  void,  as  the  shade  temperature  was  above  65°F. 

823  samples  of  designated  milk  were  obtained  during  1961, 
compared  with  1,020  samples  in  1960.  The  percentage  of  samples 
failing  the  prescribed  tests  was  0-46%,  compared  with  0-72%  in 
1960.  This  represents  a very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  in  the  proces- 
sing dairy  trade  in  the  City. 

In  connexion  with  the  unsatisfactory  samples,  each  dairy  was 
visited  and  the  plant  and  equipment  inspected  and  checked.  In 
each  instance  the  dairymen  were  advised  and  repeat  samples  taken. 
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ICE  CREAM 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  (Section  16) 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations  1947-1959 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture,  storage 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  within  the  City  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  as 
follows  ; — 

1961 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  and  sale  23 
No.  of  premises  registered  for  storage  and  sale  only  992 


During  the  year  inspections  of  premises  and  vehicles  were  made, 
and  127  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination  for  bacteriological  cleanliness  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  provisional  grades. 


The  samples  were  graded 

Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 


as  follows  : — 

2^  ^Satisfactory 
2 y Unsatisfactory 


In  connection  with  the  unsatisfactory  samples,  investigations 
were  made  at  the  manufacturers’  premises,  and  the  plant,  equipment 
and  thermometers  were  checked,  and  advice  was  given  respecting 
cleanliness  and  sterilisation  of  equipment. 

One  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  was  obtained  from  a van, 
and  the  vendor  was  advised  about  storage  and  sterilisation  and 
repeat  samples  were  taken  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Table  of  Comparison  of  Ice  Cream  Samples  taken  1953-1961 


No.  of 
Samples 

No. 

Satisfactory 

No. 

Unsatisfactory 

Percentage 

Unsatisfactory 

1953 

116 

92 

24 

21% 

1954 

85 

54 

31 

37% 

1955 

73 

63 

10 

14% 

1956 

15 

10 

5 

33r/o 

1957 

148 

126 

22 

14-8% 

1958 

95 

89 

6 

6-3% 

1959 

108 

89 

19 

17-6% 

1960 

84 

78 

6 

7-4% 

1961 

127 

112 

15 

11-8% 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS  TAKEN  BY  DEPARTMENT 
UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND 
FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  DURING  1961 


Offence 

Result 

Fine 

Costs 

Section!,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  of  3 lb.  bag  of  flour  not  of  sub- 
stance. 

Convicted 

£5.0s.0d. 

£3.3s.Od. 

Regulation  23  (1)  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  1960.  Floor 
of  food  room  not  kept  clean. 

Convicted 

£5.0s.0d. 

£3.3s.Od. 

Section  2,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  of  loaf  of  bread  containing 
mouse  dropping. 

Convicted 

£10.0s.0d. 

£3.3s.Od. 

Regulation  26  (1)  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  1960.  Vehicle 
not  kept  clean. 

Convicted 

£10.0s.0d. 

Section!,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  of  pork  pie  containing  button 
and  metal  ring. 

Convicted 

£15.0s.0d. 

£3.3s.Od. 

Section  8,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Packets  of  currants  exposed  for  sale 
in  unfit  condition. 

Absolute 

Discharge 

Section  2,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1 955. 
Sale  of  sausage  containing  piece  of 
metal. 

Convicted 

£10.0s.0d. 

Section  8,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  of  pork  pie  in  mouldy  condition. 

Convicted 

£15.0s.0d. 

Section  2,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  of  loaf  of  bread  containing 
pieces  of  lead. 

Convicted 

£10.0s.0d. 

Regulations  5 and  23,  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  1960.  Food 
business  in  insanitary  premises.  Food 
room  in  defective  and  dirty  condition. 

Convicted 

£20.0s.0d. 

Section  8,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Rice  in  possession  for  sale  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

Convicted 

£20.0s.0d. 

Regulation  9 (e)  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  1960.  Smok- 
ing while  handling  open  food. 

Convicted 

£5.0s.0d. 

Regulations  27  and  34,  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1959.  Milk 
bottle  not  in  a state  of  thorough 
cleanliness. 

Convicted 

£3.0s.0d. 

Section  8,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  of  butter  puff  biscuit  containing 
mouse  droppings. 

Convicted 

£7.7s.0d. 
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Offence 

Results 

Fine 

Costs 

Section  2,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  of  loaf  of  bread  containing 
foreign  matter. 

Convicted 

£15.0s.0d. 

Regulations  5,  6,  17,  23,  25,  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 
Food  rooms,  food  containers  in 
filthy  condition.  First  Aid  box  not 
provided.  Accumulations  of  refuse 
and  filth. 

Convicted 

£210.0s.0d. 

Section  8,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  and  exposure  for  sale  of  pork 
pies  in  mouldy  condition. 

Convicted 

£20.0s.0d. 

£1.15s.0d. 

Section  2,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  of  bottle  of  gin  not  of  the  sub- 
stance demanded,  in  that  the  bottle 
contained  water. 

Dismissed 

Section  8,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  and  exposure  for  sale  of  sausage 
rolls  in  mouldy  condition. 

Convicted 

£15.0s.0d. 

£1.10s.0d. 

Regulations  5,  6,  14,  19,  21,  23, 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations, 
1960.  Insanitary  premises,  equip- 
ment, food  room  and  w.c.  com- 
municating, hot  and  cold  water 
insufficient,  insufficient  ventilation 
to  food  room,  defective  floor. 

Convicted 

£90.0s.0d. 

Section  8,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1 955. 
Sale  and  exposure  for  sale  of  packets 
of  chocolate  sponge  mixture  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

Convicted 

£20.0s.0d. 

5s.0d. 

Section  8,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  and  exposure  for  sale  of  steak 
and  kidney  pies  in  a mouldy  condi- 
tion. 

Convicted 

£10.0s.0d. 

Regulations  5,  6,  8,  16,  17,  19,  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 
Insanitary  premises,  food  not  18  ins. 
from  ground,  hot  and  cold  water  in- 
sufficient, first  aid  box  not  provided. 

Convicted 

£7.0s.0d. 

Section  2,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  of  coconut  macaroon  containing 
a blue  bottle  fly. 

Convicted 

£5.0s.0d. 

Sections,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  of  loaf  of  bread  in  a mouldy 
condition. 

Convicted 

£5.0s.0d. 

£3.14s.0d. 

Section  8,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  of  breakfast  cereal  in  a mouldy 
condition. 

Convicted 

£5.0s.0d. 
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Offence 

Result 

Fine 

Costs 

Section  8,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  of  loaf  of  bread  in  a mouldy 
condition. 

Convicted 

flO.Os.Od. 

Section  2,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sale  of  cream  doughnut  containing  a 
cockroach. 

Convicted 

£10.0s.0d. 

Regulation  9 (a)  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  1960.  Smok- 
ing whilst  handling  open  food. 

Convicted 

£2.0s.0d. 

£l.ls.0d. 

TOTALS 

f559.7s.0d. 

£20.17s.0d. 

Legal  Proceedings  Under  Other  Statutes 

Legal  proceedings  were  also  instituted  in  36  cases  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  failure  to  comply  with  notices  requiring 
repairs  to  be  carried  out  to  property. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Most  of  the  emphasis  of  the  work  of  Health  Education  during 
the  year  has  been  placed  upon  the  subjects  of  Clean  Air  and  Food 
Hygiene.  These  two  subjects  lend  themselves  most  readily  and  profit- 
ably to  such  work. 

The  establishment  of  Smoke  Control  Areas  inevitably  creates 
unrest  and  there  is  never  a shortage  of  wrong  information  passed 
from  person  to  person.  It  is  important  that  the  fullest  information 
be  given  to  the  occupiers  of  houses  within  proposed  Smoke  Control 
Areas.  A restrictive  statute  passed  because  of  moral  indignation, 
such  as  that  which  followed  the  London  Smog  of  1952,  receives 
wide  acclaim,  but  is  not  so  popular  among  those  selected  for  the 
first  sacrifice.  The  change  from  good  old  filthy  poisonous  smoke 
from  the  use  of  coal,  to  clean  air  from  smokeless  fuel  takes  some 
selling  to  the  insular  and  sentimental  British.  Clean  air  is  universally 
welcomed  as  a splendid  idea  — for  other  people. 

Clean  Air  Education  has  concentrated  on  public  meetings  and 
lectures,  personal  explanation  at  each  house  and  the  use  of  leaflets. 
The  aid  of  the  West  Midlands  Gas  Board  has  proved  invaluable. 
They  have  produced  two  excellent  films  of  great  interest  in  “ Window 
to  the  Sky  ” and  “ Guilty  Chimneys,”  which  have  been  shown  with 
ready  co-operation  when  requested  by  the  Department. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  successful  meetings  was  that 
organised  by  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council  in  the  Herbert 
Art  Gallery  and  Museum  in  July.  This  was  a conference  of  School 
Pupils,  most  of  whom  were  directly  interested  at  their  schools  in 
Air  Pollution  measurement.  This  lasted  a full  day.  Both  Gas  and 
Electricity  Board  films  were  shown,  and  were  accompanied  by  talks. 
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demonstrations  and  discussion.  This  was  reinforced  by  talks  given 
to  pupils  of  local  schools  who  are  interested  in  Air  Pollution  measure- 
ment. 

Education  in  regard  to  Food  Hygiene  takes  place  mainly  at  the 
place  of  work  of  food  handlers,  as  it  has  been  found  difficult  to  get 
such  people  to  attend  lectures  in  their  own  time.  The  usual  course 
arranged  by  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade,  for  which  speakers 
are  provided  by  this  Department,  did  not  take  place  this  year  as 
there  was  little  response  to  such  a course.  This  fact  can  be  seen  in 
perspective  when  it  is  realised  that  the  hotel  and  catering  industry 
is  the  fourth  largest  employer  of  labour  in  Britain  and  has  20,000 
entrants  every  year.  Few  of  these  receive  any  instruction  in  Food 
Hygiene  and  are  left  to  pick  up  snippets  of  information  as  they  go 
along.  This  state  of  affairs  is  remedied  in  Coventry,  as  far  as  possible, 
by  explanation  of  the  dangers  involved  to  others  by  the  careless 
handling  of  food.  This  is  done  at  the  time  of  inspection  of  food 
premises.  Employers  should  encourage  their  employees  to  attend 
training  courses  in  food  hygiene. 

Lectures  were  provided  by  the  Department  for  the  City  and 
Guilds  Courses  in  Catering  held  at  the  Technical  College,  and  also 
for  the  course  for  people  in  Licensed  Trades.  Limited  though  these 
numbers  may  be  they  at  least  are  the  potential  managers,  chefs,  and 
organisers  of  the  food  trades,  and  if  instilled  with  the  importance  of 
food  hygiene  they  can  pass  the  knowledge  and  care  on  to  their  staffs. 

Once  more  the  Department  was  grateful  for  the  opportunity 
to  instruct  new  entrants  to  the  School  Meals  Service.  At  least  it 
cannot  be  said  that  the  Corporation  employs  untrained  food 
handlers.  It  is  a lead  which  we  impress  on  private  firms.  The  Cor- 
poration is,  after  all,  the  largest  single  caterer  in  the  City. 

Requests  were  also  met  from  the  Home  Helps  Service,  who  were 
given  talks  on  Food  Hygiene  and  the  work  of  the  Department. 
Home  Helps  meet  many  people  who  cannot  help  themselves,  and 
they  can  be  instrumental  in  bringing  to  our  notice  many  dangers  to 
the  public  health. 

In  all,  during  the  year,  it  is  estimated  that  over  1,300  people 
heard  talks  given  by  the  staff.  It  involved  no  extra  expenditure, 
and  many  were  given  outside  office  hours.  When  a look  is  given 
at  the  vast  sums  of  money  used  in  proprietary  medicine  advertising, 
sums  spent  to  first  persuade  the  population  they  are  ill  and  then 
to  cure  the  illness  that  many  never  had,  a touch  of  envy  creeps  in. 
The  nation  is  fascinated  by  disease,  and  one  can  only  hope  that 
interest  in  health  is  not  an  equivalent  bore.  It  is  to  be  wondered 
what  the  viewing  numbers  of  the  current  hospital  sagas  of  the  rival 
channels  would  be  if  they  were  directed  towards  exercise,  diet,  rest 
and  hygiene,  both  personal  and  public,  instead  of  disease  blended 
with  romance. 
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Health  Education  is  continuous  and  inseparable  from  the  day 
to  day  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  This  City  does  not 
have  a Clean  Food  Week  — some  cynic  might  want  to  know  the 
condition  of  the  food  during  the  other  fifty-one.  Over  6,000  visits 
were  made  to  food  premises  during  the  year,  and  121 5 contraventions 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960,  discovered  and 
remedied.  Each  visit  means  that  those  food  handlers  at  the  premises 
are  made  aware  of  the  importance  of  Food  Hygiene  in  the  pattern 
of  Public  Health  in  this  City.  Food  Hygiene  is  a daily  duty. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  general  condition  of  the  rivers,  streams,  and  brooks  in  the 
City  has  continued  to  improve,  and  very  few  serious  pollutions  were 
discovered. 

Inspections  were  maintained  and  55  samples  of  the  waters  were 
taken  at  intervals  during  the  year.  Co-operation  with  the  City 
Engineer’s  Department  and  the  Severn  River  Board  Inspector  on 
several  occasions  enabled  sources  of  pollution  to  be  dealt  with 
speedily  before  any  lasting  damage  was  done. 

Once  again,  however,  there  was  a serious  leakage  of  fuel  oil 
at  a local  school,  but  due  to  quick  action  by  an  Inspector,  and 
Education  Department  Staff,  screens  were  placed  in  the  storm  drains 
and  most  of  the  leaking  oil  was  thus  prevented  from  gaining  access 
to  the  river. 

The  Springfield  Brook  has  improved  slightly,  due  chiefly  to  the 
cutting  off  of  the  storm  overflows  from  the  sewer  when  the  new  relief 
sewer  was  laid. 

In  the  Brownshill  Green  Area  the  provision  of  a new  sewer  and 
the  abolition  of  many  cesspools  has  brought  about  a definite  irn- 
provement  in  the  tributary  of  the  River  Sherbourne  that  drains  this 
area. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  PADDLING  POOLS 

During  the  year  36  visits  have  been  made  to  the  following 
swimming  pools  and  paddling  pools  and  50  samples  of  water  were 
obtained  for  bacteriological  examination  and  to  ascertain  the 
chlorine  content. 

Livingstone  Road  Baths 
Gosford  Park  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool 
Manor  Park  School  Open  Air  Bath 
Canley  Training  College  Swimming  Bath 
Caludon  Castle  School  Swimming  Bath 
Lyng  Hall  School  Swimming  Bath 
Hill  Farm  School  Swimming  Bath 
Binley  Paddling  Pool 
Edgwick  Paddling  Pool 
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Details  of  the  results  of  the  samples  are  set  out  in  the  accom- 
panying table,  and  in  most  cases  have  been  consistently  good. 

There  are  two  public  swimming  baths  in  the  City,  one  at  Liv- 
ingstone Road,  owned  by  the  City  Council,  and  one  at  Gosford 
Park  which  is  privately  owned.  Both  of  these  baths  are  in  very  good 
condition  and  are  well  managed  and  maintained. 

In  addition  to  these,  there  are  3 covered  swimming  baths  at 
schools.  At  each  of  these  5 baths  the  continuous  flow  system  is  in 
operation,  and  the  water  is  chlorinated  and  filtered  continually,  and 
all  are  clean  and  satisfactory. 

The  two  baths  at  Manor  Park  School  and  at  Hill  Farm  School 
are  open  air  baths  provided  by  the  Parents’  Associations  and  both 
are  well  maintained. 

A new  paddling  pool  has  been  constructed  during  the  year,  and 
this  is  fitted  with  a chlorination  and  filtration  plant,  and  will  be  in 
operation  in  1962. 

The  paddling  pool  in  Binley  Road  is  still  far  from  satisfactory, 
but  it  is  intended  that  this  will  be  fitted  with  a similar  plant  before 
the  season  opens  next  year. 

Swimming  baths  at  other  schools  are  in  the  course  of  construc- 
tion at  the  present  time,  and  these  will  be  inspected  and  the  water 
sampled  when  in  operation. 
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RESULTS  OF  SWIMMING  POOL  WATER  SAMPLING 
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Binley  Paddling  Pool 

Free  chlorine  content  in  p.p.m. 
Bacteriologist’s  Report 

Coliform  per  100  ml. 

Gosford  Park  Swimming  Pool  | 

Free  chlorine  content  in  p.p.m. 
Bacteriologist’s  Report 

Coliform  per  100  ml.  j 

Livingstone  Road  Public  Baths 

Free  chlorine  content  in  p.p.m. 
Bacteriologist’s  Report  1 

Coliform  per  100  ml. 

Manor  Park  School  Bathing  Pool 
Free  chlorine  content  in  p.p.m. 
Bacteriologist’s  Report 

Coliform  per  100  ml. 

Hill  Farm  School  Bathing  Pool 

Free  chlorine  content  in  p.p.m. 
Bacteriologist’s  Report 

Coliform  per  100  ml. 

Caludon  Castle  School  Bathing  Pool 
Free  chlorine  content  in  p.p.m. 
Bacteriologist’s  Report 

Coliform  per  100  ml. 
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RESULTS  OF  SWIMMING  POOL  WATER  SAMPLING  (contd.) 
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Canley  Training  College 

Swimming  Pool 

Free  chlorine  content  in  p.p.m. 
Bacteriologist’s  Report 

Coliform  per  100  ml. 

Caludon  Castle  Bathing  Pool 

Free  chlorine  content  in  p.p.m. 
Bacteriologist’s  Report 

Coliform  per  100  ml. 

Lyng  Hall  School  Bathing  Pool 

Free  chlorine  content  in  p.p.m. 
Bacteriologist’s  Report 

Coliform  per  100  ml. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

In  the  City  of  Coventry  there  is  only  one  registered  common 
lodging  house.  This  is  under  the  control  of  the  Men’s  Social  Section 
of  the  Salvation  Army.  The  nightly  average  of  men  seeking  lodgings 
during  the  year  is  in  excess  of  120,  and  the  accommodation  is  nearly 
always  fully  occupied.  The  men  who  use  the  hostel  premises  are  in 
general  well  satisfied  with  the  standard  of  accommodation  which 
the  Salvation  Army  provides.  The  buildings  are  very  old,  but  are 
maintained  in  sound  condition.  The  communal  facilities,  wash 
rooms  and  bathrooms  are  clean  and  well  maintained.  The  kitchen 
and  dining  rooms  are  satisfactory,  and  here  again  satisfactory 
standards  are  maintained. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  fifteen  visits  of  inspection  were 
made  to  this  common  lodging  house,  at  various  times  of  the  day  and 
night.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  and  there  was  no 
overcrowding. 

The  future  of  this  common  lodging  house  is  uncertain,  as  the 
premises  are  involved  in  a road  improvement  scheme.  The  number 
of  men  booking  in  here  is  sufficient  to  indicate  that  there  is  still 
a need  for  this  type  of  accommodation  in  Coventry,  and  when  this 
building  is  removed,  one  wonders  how  this  need  is  to  be  met. 

The  types  of  men  in  the  main  using  this  accommodation  are 
single  working  men  or  casual  labourers.  The  old  time  tramp  or 
true  vagrant  has  virtually  disappeared. 

CANAL  BOATS 

During  the  year  forty-four  visits  were  made  to  the  canal,  and 
the  cabins  of  forty-six  boats  were  examined  and  found  to  be  occupied 
by  thirty  men,  thirty  women,  and  thirty-eight  children. 

There  was  no  case  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year. 
All  the  boats  were  found  to  be  free  from  vermin  infestation. 


Other  details  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : 

Total  number  of  boats  registered  up  to  31st 

December,  1960  522 

Boats  added  to  register  in  1961  Nil 

Registrations  cancelled  328 

Actual  number  of  boats  on  register  at  31st 

December,  1961  224 


REFERENCES  TO  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS 

It  is  always  a pleasant  duty  to  place  on  record  the  cordial 
relations  which  exist  between  the  various  departments  and  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors’  Department  in  connection  with  the  many  and 
varied  references  necessary  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  en- 
vironmental health  services. 
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A total  of  2,505  references  were  made  during  the  year  to  the 
Health  Department  and  the  Departments  of  the  City  Engineer,  the 
City  Architect  and  Planning  Officer,  the  Director  of  Education,  the 
Housing  Director,  the  Director  of  Parks,  the  Water  Engineer  and 
Manager,  the  City  Estates  Surveyor,  the  Director  of  Welfare 
Services,  the  Children’s  Officer,  and  the  City  Analyst. 

In  addition  to  these,  searches  were  made  in  respect  of  5,776 
properties  for  the  Town  Clerk’s  Department  under  the  Land  Charges 
Act,  1925. 

New  legislation  necessitated  many  forms  and  other  stationery, 
for  which  a special  word  of  thanks  is  due  to  the  Printing  and  Station- 
ery Department  for  the  expeditious  and  efficient  way  in  which  these 
needs  were  met. 

The  wide  variety  of  the  interests  involved  is  an  indication  of  the 
scope  of  the  environmental  work  carried  out. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

Twenty-eight  cases  of  vermin  infested  dwelling  houses  were 
dealt  with  by  the  Department  during  the  year,  as  compared  with 
ninety-two  infestations  dealt  with  during  1960. 

The  bed  bug  (cimex  lectularius)  was  the  pest  requiring  most 
attention,  and  complete  disinfestation  was  carried  out  in  each 
instance.  The  insecticides  used  contain  D.D.T.  and  Gammexane 
in  liquid  form  or  generated  as  a residual  smoke.  The  human  flea 
(pulex  irritans)  also  called  for  some  attention,  and  was  effectively 
treated. 

The  demand  for  the  services  of  the  Department  to  deal  with 
infestations  of  insect  pests  other  than  the  bed  bug  and  flea  showed 
an  appreciable  increase  on  the  previous  year.  These  included 
cockroaches,  ants,  wasps,  crickets,  flies,  woodworm,  beetles  and 
mites.  In  this  connection  424  infestations  were  treated. 

Again,  there  was  much  attention  given  to  the  incidence  of  the 
German  cockroach  (steam  fly)  found  to  be  infesting  canteen  food 
kitchens.  Successful  treatments  were  carried  out  in  every  instance 
by  the  use  of  liquid  insecticides  and  dusting  powders  containing 
D.D.T. 

DUSTBINS 

The  provision  of  dustbins  to  private  dwelling  houses  is  effected 
through  the  discretionary  powers  contained  in  Section  75  (1)  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  amended  by  Section  8 of  the  Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

During  the  year  questionnaires  were  sent  to  the  landlords  and 
tenants  of  forty-one  properties  in  respect  of  the  absence  of  dustbins 
for  the  storage  of  domestic  refuse.  The  information  received  was 
reported  upon  to  the  Health  Committee  in  each  instance,  so  that  all 
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the  relevant  facts  were  available  for  the  exercise  of  the  discretionary 
powers  granted  by  the  Act.  Nineteen  statutory  notices  were  served 
upon  landlords  in  respect  of  the  provision  of  adequate  dustbin 
accommodation.  None  was  served  on  occupiers  for  that  purpose 
during  the  year  under  review. 

Dustbins  were  supplied  by  the  local  authority  in  default  of  the 
owners  in  three  instances.  In  all  other  instances  where  statutory 
action  was  found  to  be  necessary,  the  dustbin  was  supplied  within 
the  period  stated  on  the  notice. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  fifty-three  dustbins  were  supplied  by 
owners  to  dwelling  houses  without  recourse  to  the  legal  formalities 
required  by  the  statute. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1959 

The  following  tables,  which  are  inserted  in  compliance  with 
Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  show  the  number  of  factories 
in  the  City  and  inspections  carried  out. 

The  number  of  factories  in  the  City  has,  during  the  last  few 
years,  been  fairly  constant.  There  has,  however,  been  a steady 
decline  for  several  years  in  those  factories  which  do  not  use  mechan- 
ical power.  Contraventions  of  the  Act  were  observed  in  thirty-eight 
instances  ; they  related  to  thirty-two  factories  with  mechanical 
power,  and  in  the  remaining  six  instances  related  to  building  opera- 
tions, and  in  each  case  they  concerned  sanitary  accommodation.  All 
notices  were  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  addition  to  the 
contraventions  under  the  Factories  Act,  other  defects  were  observed 
which  were  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 

Table  3 shows  the  number  of  outworkers  notified  in  the  August 
returns  made  by  occupiers  of  factories  in  accordance  with  Section 
110  of  the  1937  Act. 

Eleven  lists  were  received,  and  these  related  to  fifty-eight 
persons  employed  in  only  two  classes  of  work.  From  the  returns  it 
has  been  noticed  that  the  majority  of  the  employees  are  those  whose 
names  and  addresses  have  appeared  on  returns  for  previous  years. 
Inspections  of  outworkers’  premises  are  periodically  carried  out, 
and  in  no  case  has  it  been  found,  by  their  being  unwholesome,  that 
they  are  unsuitable. 
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Table  I — Inspection 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2,3,  4,  and  6 of  the  1937 
Act  are  enforced  by  local 
authorities  

27 

21 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  1 , 
in  which  Section  7 of  the 
1937  Act  is  enforced  by 
local  authorities 

991 

356 

32 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 of  the  1937  Act 
is  enforced  by  local  auth- 
orities (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

22 

69 

6 

1,040 

446 

38 

— 

Table  2 — Defects 


Particulars 

Nun 

iber  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Sec.  1)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (Sec.  2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempr.  (Sec.  3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (Sec.  4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inefficient  drainage  of  floors 

(Sec.  6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (Sec.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient  



- ■ ■ 

__ 

2 



(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

38 

38 



19 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Acts 
(Not  including  offences  relating 

to  outwork)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

38 

38 

— 

21 

— 
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Table  3 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork 

(Sections  1 10  and  111) 


Section  1 10 

Section  1 1 1 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

out  workers 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

Nature 

in  August 

default 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

Notices 

Prosecu- 

of 

list 

in  sending 

failure 

unwhole- 

served 

tions 

Work 

required 

lists  to 

to  supply 

some 

by  Section 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

llOdXc) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

'Making 

Wearing  ^ 
apparel 

etc.. 

Cleaning 

and 

36 

— 

— 

— 

^Washing 

The  making  of  boxes 
or  other  receptacles 
or  parts  thereof  made 

22 

wholly  or 
of  paper 

partially 

Bakehouses  : 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  bakehouses  in  the  City 
on  31st  December,  1961,  and  the  number  of  inspections  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

The  majority  of  the  thirty-four  bakehouses  are  small  concerns, 
mainly  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  flour  confectionery,  and  most 
of  the  bread  supplied  to  the  City  is  baked  in  the  four  large  bake- 
houses. 

Contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations, 
1960,  were  observed  at  five  bakehouses,  and  in  each  case,  after 
service  of  a notice,  the  premises  were  placed  in  compliance  with  the 
Regulations. 

One  small  bakehouse  was  erected  and  opened  during  the  year. 


Number  on  register  January  1961  33 

Number  closed  during  the  year  Nil 

Number  of  changes  of  occupation  Nil 

Number  of  new  bakehouses  opened  during  the  year  1 

Number  on  register  December  1961  34 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out  during  1961  98 
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COVENTRY  CORPORATION  ACT,  1948  — SECTION  57 
Hairdressers  and  Barbers  Premises 

The  provisions  of  Section  57  of  this  Act  require  that  “ every 
person  who  carries  on  the  trade  or  business  of  a hairdresser  or 
barber  within  the  City  shall  register  his  name  and  place  of  abode 
and  also  the  premises  in  which  such  trade  or  business  is  carried  on  in 
a book  to  be  kept  at  the  offices  of  the  Corporation  for  the  purpose.” 
Moreover,  the  Corporation  have  made  byelaws  under  the  powers 
granted  by  this  Section  with  the  object  of  securing 

{a)  the  cleanliness  of  any  premises  so  registered  and  of  the 
instruments,  towels,  materials  and  equipment  used  therein, 
and 

{b)  the  cleanliness  of  persons  employed  in  such  premises  in 
regard  to  both  themselves  and  their  clothing. 

It  is  a condition  of  registration  that  a copy  of  the  Byelaws  made 
under  tliis  Section  is  displayed  in  the  registered  premises.  This 
enactment  is  administered  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Depart- 
ment, and  in  this  connection  ninety-five  inspections  of  hairdressers 
and  barbers  premises  were  made  during  the  year  under  review. 
Applications  in  respect  of  ten  hairdressers  and  barbers  premises 
were  approved  during  this  period,  and  two  such  businesses  were 
discontinued.  At  the  year  end  there  were  three  hundred  and  five 
premises  recorded  in  the  register. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Twenty-one  pet  shops  licences  were  granted  during  the  year. 
Of  these,  twenty  licences  were  granted  in  the  form  of  renewals  in 
respect  of  existing  pet  shops.  One  new  pet  shop  was  established,  for 
which  a licence  was  granted.  No  licensed  pet  shops  were  discontin- 
ued. 


Before  any  premises  are  reported  upon  to  the  Health  Committee 
for  the  granting  of  a licence,  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  as 
to  security  of  the  premises  against  fire  is  obtained.  Appreciation 
of  the  co-operation  which  is  always  afforded  in  this  respect  is  rec- 
orded here. 

Forty-eight  visits  were  made  to  pet  shops  for  the  purposes  of 
ensuring  that  the  licence  conditions  were  fully  observed. 

TIPS 

Baginton,  Wyken,  Longford,  and  Whitley 

Inspections  of  the  above-mentioned  refuse  tips  were  carried  out 
at  monthly  intervals,  and  any  infestations  found  were  dealt  with 
successfully.  The  routine  inspections  will  be  continued,  and  a 
maintenance  treatment  carried  out  whenever  necessary. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  work  of  rodent  control  was  carried  out  by  the  Rodent 
Officer  and  Rodent  Operatives  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Complaints  by  occupiers  have  been  investigated,  and  treatment 
carried  out  where  necessary.  During  the  period  under  review, 
survey  inspections  were  made  and  infestations  dealt  with  forthwith. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  rodent  control  section  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  Department,  enumerated  in  the  following  tables, 
covers  the  period  1st  January,  1961,  to  31st  December,  1961. 

The  work  of  systematically  baiting  the  sewers  with  poison  which 
is  carried  out  by  the  City  Engineer’s  Department  was  continued 
during  the  period  under  review.  In  this  connection  a first  mainten- 
ance treatment  of  twenty-four  sections  and  a second  maintenance 
treatment  of  twenty-four  sections  of  the  City’s  main  sewerage  system 
were  completed.  A total  of  2,029  man  holes  in  the  sewer  were  treated. 
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Type  of  Property 

Non-Agri 

cultural 

(5) 

Agri- 

cultural 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
'inc.  Coun- 
cil Houses 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  & (3) 

i Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

1,490 

92,357 

14,095 

107,942 

44 

ii  Number  of  properties  in- 
spected as  a result  of  : 

(a)  Notification  

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.,  when 

visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose)  

148 

1,625 

210 

1,983 

3 

Nil 

396 

1 

397 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

iii  Total  inspections  carried 
out  — including  re-inspec- 
spections  

446 

7,689 

643 

8,778 

16 

iv  Number  of  properties  in- 
spected (in  Sect,  ii)  which 
were  found  to  be  infested 
by  : 

( Major 

(a)  Rats  -i 

Minor 

r Major 

(b)  Mice  < 

Minor 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

65 

1,375 

120 

1,560 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

44 

170 

31 

245 

Nil 

V Number  of  infested  prop- 
erties (in  Sect,  iv)  treated  by 
the  L.A 

109 

1,545 

151 

1,805 

3 

vi  Total  treatments  carried  out 
— including  re-treatments 

109 

1,545 

151 

1,805 

7 

vii  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4 of  the  Act  : 

(a)  Treatment  

(b)  Structural  Work 
(i.e.,  Proofing) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

viii  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
following  the  issue  of  a 
notice  under  Sect.  4 of  the 
Act  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ix  Legal  Proceedings 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

X Number  of  “ Block  ” con- 
trol schemes  carried  out  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Work  effected  Under  Public  Health  Acts  and  Housing  Acts 

Dec.  Dec. 

Dwellings  I960  1961 

Floors  of  dwellings  relaid  or  repaired  195  197 

Dilapidated  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  388  426 

Damp  walls  — Damp  courses  inserted  58  93 

Repointed  or  cement  rendered  424  355 

Roofs  repaired  and  made  weatherproof  415  344 

Dangerous  stairs  repaired  29  24 

Additional  windows  provided  and  others  repaired  and  made 

to  open  654  663 

Defective  guttering  repaired  452  3O6 

Houses  provided  with  food  stores  2 

New  waste  pipes  provided  and  others  repaired  93  123 

New  sinks  provided  41  24 

Verminous  houses  and  furniture  disinfested  92  28 

Additional  water  closets  provided  1 1 7 

Water  closets  reconstructed  32  90 

Water  closets  repaired  75  50 

Defective  joints  in  flush  pipes  repaired  59  46 

Defective  water  closet  cisterns  repaired  160  133 

New  flushing  cisterns  provided  13  17 

Houses  provided  with  sanitary  dustbins  145  no 

Courts  and  yards  paved  and  repaired  40  47 

Drainage  Repairs  Etc. 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstruction  687  647 

New  Drains,  inspection  and  intercepting  chambers  provided  J7J  128 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  247  207 

Soil  pipes  and  ventilating  shafts  improved  or  repaired  37  42 

Rain  water  pii>es  disconnected  from  the  sewer  1 3 

Sink  drains  disconnected  from  the  sewer  2 4 

Cesspools  abolished  12  4 

Offensive  privies  or  pail  closets  converted  into  water  closets  5 5 

Offensive  privies  or  pail  closets  abolished  8 13 

New  water  closets  erected  in  place  of  above  8 13 

Miscellaneous 

Nuisances  from  animals  kept  abated  41  31 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  232  314 

Courts  and  backyards  cleansed  by  tenants  1 5 4 

Gipsy  tents  and  caravans  removed  65  19 

Water  supply  — additional  taps  provided  4 15 

Offensive  ditches  cleansed  16  10 

Miscellaneous  1,323  1,236 

Improvements  effected  at  factories  63  38 

6,320  5,i21 

SERVICE  OF  NOTICES 
Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  993 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  658 

Clean  Air  Act 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  375 
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CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  1961 


Total  Deaths 
1961 

U 

a 

u 

Tf 

U 

(D 

SO 

Urn 

<u 

65  and  upwards 

cJ 

Deaths  in  Gulson 

Hospital 

U 

^ </5 

o g 

CAUSES  OF 

DEATH 

Males 

Females 

Total 

>> 

u 

(U 

TJ 

C 

-o 

c 

□ 

•o 

c 

03 

■a 

c 

3 

■o 

c 

C3 

"O 

C 

3 

*0 

c 

a 

c 

3 

"O 

c 

03 

in 

Deaths  in  ( 

Hospital 

(/i  <3 
■£  w 

« c 

o — 

Q 

1. 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

19 

4 

23 

— 

— 

— 

8 

6 

9 

— 

2 

8 

2. 

Tuberculosis  Other 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8. 

Measles  

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Para- 
sitic Diseases 

4 

1 

5 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
Stomach  

42 

30 

72 

5 

20 

47 

5 

13 

11. 

ditto  Lung,  Bronchus  

118 

19 

137 

— 

— 

— 

6 

71 

60 

5 

12 

30 

12. 

ditto  Breast  

— 

54 

54 

— 

— 

— 

9 

25 

20 

— 

3 

3 

13. 

ditto  Uterus  

— 

19 

19 

— 

— 

— 

2 

9 

8 

— 

1 

5 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and 
Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

166 

1 10 

276 



3 

1 

26 

98 

148 

6 

34 

75 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

6 

3 

9 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2 

I 

16. 

Diabetes  

10 

12 

22 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

13 

1 

4 

1 1 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Ner- 
vous System  

167 

202 

369 

6 

66 

297 

3 

18 

10  1 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

351 

187 

538 

— 

— 

— 

21 

181 

336 

44 

55 

30  1 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart 
Disease  

36 

39 

75 

1 

15 

59 

7 

18 

16  1 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

no 

130 

240 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

45 

184 

29 

33 

41  1 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

45 

41 

86 

— 

— 

1 

3 

18 

64 

8 

14 

36  1 

22. 

Influenza 

26 

18 

44 

— 

— 

— 

2 

11 

31 

— 

— 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  

89 

103 

192 

33 

2 

— 

61 

40 

111 

II 

31 

73  1 

24. 

Bronchitis  

112 

46 

158 

— 

— 

1 

2 

45 

110 

3 

17 

12  1 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  Respir- 
atory System 

23 

4 

27 





— 

2 

II 

14 

2 

9 

, 1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 
Duodenum  

17 

3 

20 

1 

10 

9 

1 

7 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 
Diarrhoea  

10 

6 

16 

7 

2 

2 

5 

2 

4 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

12 

16 

28 

1 

— 

— 

3 

8 

16 

3 

7 

II 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

17 

— 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

16 

— 

3 

6 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 
Abortion  

3 

3 

3 

1 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

16 

16 

32 

21 

2 

2 

— 

3 

4 

— 

14 

14 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill- 
Defined  Diseases 

114 

105 

219 

82 

2 

2 

13 

35 

85 

33 

79 

53 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

40 

14 

54 

— 

1 

3 

26 

11 

13 

34 

— 

8 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents 

17 

30 

47 

2 

2 

1 

8 

5 

29 

26 

— 

8 

35. 

Suicide  

18 

8 

26 

— 

— 

— 

7 

14 

5 

2 

2 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations 
of  War  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  

1,590 

1,226 

2,816 

147 

19 

1 1 

177 

763 

1,699 

222 

369 

465 

oi  t;ii  I I KOifi  i;»ju  lu  i:>ui  li^CLLiiltL 
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Table  of  Comparative  Vital  Statistics  over  a period  of  ten  years 
for  Coventry  and  England  and  Wales. 


Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 
Mortality  Rate 

Coventry 

England 

and 

Wales 

Coventry 

England 

and 

Wales 

Coventry 

England 

and 

Wales 

1952 

15-9 

15-3 

8-9 

11-3 

31-7 

27-6 

1953 

161 

15-5 

8-5 

11-4 

33-4 

26-8 

1954 

15-76 

15-2 

8-2 

11-3 

30-4 

25-4 

1955 

16-09 

15-0 

8-7 

11-7 

27-9 

24-9 

1956 

17-02 

15-6 

8-3 

11-7 

26-7 

23-7 

1957 

17-76 

16-1 

8-0 

11-5 

28-6 

23-1 

1958 

18-38 

16-4 

8-8 

11-7 

30-2 

22-5 

1959 

19-02 

16-2 

8-8 

11-4 

26-3 

22-02 

1960 

20-61 

17-08 

9-16 

11-3 

27-29 

21-8 

1961 

20-5 

17-4 

9-2 

12-0 

23-4 

21-4 
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THE  infant  death  RATE  PER  1,000  BIRTHS  15  REPRESENTED  BY  THE  CHIMNEYS,  THE  SHADED  PORTION  OF  WHICH  REPRESENTS 
DEATH  RATE  AMONGST  BABIES  UNDER  FOUR  WEEKS  OF  AGE  (IE.  THE  NEONATAL  DEATH  RATE  ^ 

THE  INFANT  DEATH  RATE  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  IS  REPRESENTED  BY  THE  LINE. 
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VITAL  SlAIlSriCS  (Historical  Summary). 


Yeiir 

Houses 

Inhabited 

(December) 

Vacant. 

Popula- 

tion 

(Mid-year] 

Mortality 

Infectious 

Mortality 

Deaths 
under  one 
year  per 
1000  born. 

Birth 

Rate 

1801 

r 2,930 

— 

16,034 

— 

_ 

1811 

3,448 

*60 

17,923 



-- 

1821 

3,729 

*114 

21,448 



1831 

5,444 

*421 

27,298 







1841 

6,531 

*590 

31,032 

— 

— 

. 

Ten  Years'  Average. 

A 

1851 

7,783 

*151 

36,812 

' 27 

— 

> 

1861 

< 

8,991 

*1,026 

40,936 

25 



1871 

8,535 

*816 

37,670 

22 



1881 

9,239 

*643 

42, 1 1 1 

20 

3-3 

150 

35-4 

1891 

11,465 

*284 

52,724 

18-5 

1-7 

142 

32-0 

1901 

15,571 

353 

69,978 

16-96 

1-9 

153-7 

29-8 

1911 

23,515 

95 

106,349 

13-7 

1-4 

109-3 

28-0 

1921 

28,355 

502t 

128,157 

11-3 

0-7 

83-6 

23-2 

1931 

41,275 

9171 

167,083 

10-1 

0-2 

67-7 

15-7 

1951 

^ 

— 

258,211 

10-7 

V 

0-17 

52-4 

18-0 

1911 

23,515 

95 

107,287 

13-3 

2-08  ' 

109-8 

26-9 

1912 

24,590 

50 

111,166 

11-9 

1-35 

76-1 

26-4 

1913 

25,051 

113 

115,064 

11-4 

0-84 

91-6 

26-0 

1914 

25,860 

99 

119,003 

11-7 

0-70 

84-6 

26-9 

1915 

26,667 

56 

122,982 

12-9 

1-39 

87-8 

23-8 

1916 

27,366 

12 

127,089 

10-9 

1-23 

87-5 

23-5 

1917 

27,531 

15 

130,000 

10-4 

0-47 

78-5 

20-2 

1918 

27,735 

25 

133,000 

14-6 

0-42 

92-5 

20-7 

1919 

27,829 

20 

136,000 

9-3 

0-32 

82-8 

18-2 

1920 

27,973 

48 

130,000 

9-8 

0-35 

76-0 

25-0 

1921 

28,355 

502t 

128,157 

10-2 

0-25 

79-3 

22-1 

1922 

28,661 

72 

129,000 

10-6 

0-34 

70-4 

18-9 

1923 

29,414 

40 

130,500 

9-3 

0-20 

64-9 

16-9 

1924 

29,685 

90 

132,000 

9-6 

0-19 

79-4 

16-0 

1925 

30,199 

83 

133,500 

106 

0-30 

77-1 

16-3 

1926 

31,034 

111 

135,000 

9-7 

0-15 

68-9 

15-7 

1927 

32,260 

151 

139,000 

10-2 

0-23 

63-4 

14-8 

1928 

38,474 

175 

161,600° 

9-6 

0-34 

65-7 

14-4 

1929 

39,374 

750 

163,700 

12-1 

0-63 

73-1 

14-8 

1930 

<0,519 

800 

165,800 

101 

0-32 

57-0 

14-5 

1931 

41,275 

917 

168,900 

10-0 

0-10 

57-7 

14-8 

1932 

45,781 

1,0C0 

182,000° 

9-4 

0-33 

69-7 

13-5 

1933 

47,175 

1,000 

184,500 

9-9 

0-21 

64-5 

13-4 

1934 

48,730 

1,500 

184,900 

10-0 

0-17 

57-1 

13-6 

1935 

50,622 

1,854 

190,000 

9-7 

0-16 

46-5 

14-4 

1936 

54,273 

1,361 

192,360 

10-1 

0-20 

51-8 

15-1 

1937 

57,888 

1,606 

206,500 

10-4 

0-18 

48-5 

15-7 

1938 

61,580 

1,316 

229,900 

9-5 

0-13 

56-0 

16-5 

1939 

— 

— 

— 

9-4 

— 

54-6 

17-7 

1940 

— 



229,400 

13-3 

0-11 

63-0 

16-4 

1941 

— 

— 

193,070 

12-8 

0-21 

54-8 

17-1 

1942 

— 

— 

207,200 

10-2 

0-07 

62-3 

19-3 

1943 

— 

— 

214,870 

9-6 

0-23 

49-9 

21-2 

1944 

65,926 

— 

220,400 

9-0 

0-24 

48-4 

24-8 

1945 

— 

— 

221,970 

10-5 

0-30 

68-2 

22-2 

1946 

— 

— 

232,850 

10-0 

0-32 

54-3 

22-4 

1947 

68,900 

— 

242,860 

9-9 

0-18 

45-1 

23-2 

1948 

69,950 

— 

250,400 

8-8 

010 

45-5 

20-3 

1949 

70,550 

— 

254,900 

9-4 

0-11 

39-4 

18-6 

1950 

71,720 

— 

256,800 

9-4 

006 

32-6 

17-3 

1951 

72,497 

— 

258,100 

10-4 

0-03 

35-6 

16-7 

1952 

73,828 

265 

261,000 

8-9 

0-05 

31-7 

15-9 

1953 

76,150 

157 

263,000 

8-5 

004 

33-4 

16-1 

1954 

76,458 

95 

264,600 

8-2 

0015 

30-4 

15-76 

1955 

79,369 

400 

267,300 

8-7 

0-026 

27-9 

16-09 

1956 

82,089 

500  , 

272,600 

8-3 

0-007 

26-7 

17-02 

1957 

84,000 

750  ! 

277,300 

800 

0-032 

28-6 

17-76 

1958 

86,400  i 

800 

281,000 

8-8 

0-014 

30-2 

18-38 

1959 

88,800 

800  1 

285,700 

8-83  1 

1 

26-3 

19-02 

1960  1 

90,000 

800 

291,000 

9-16  1 

0-02 

27-29 

20-61 

1961 

92,000 

800 

305,780 

9-2 

0-009  1 

23-4  1 

20-5 

*This  number  includes  all  business  offices,  whether  in  dwelling  houses  or 
factories  not  occupied  on  the  night  the  Census  was  taken. 
tThis  number  omits  all  business  offices,  factories,  etc. 
iThe  Census  returns  show  unoccupied  “ dwellings  ” — not  houses. 

‘^In  these  years  an  extension  of  the  City  Boundaries  took  place. 
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Comparative  Statistics  of  the  16  wards  in  the  City  for  1961. 


Wards 

R.G.’s  Estimated 
Population,  1961 

Acreage 

Density  per  Acre 

' Number  of  Deaths 

Registered 

Death  Rate,  1961 

Number  of  Births, 

*Registered  in  City 

Birth  Rate  for  1961 

Number  of  Deaths 

under  1 year  of  age 

Bablake 

16,942 

1,463 

11-6 

140 

6-7 

189 

11-2 

5 

Charterhouse 
and  Binley 

23,496 

2,173 

10-8 

188 

80 

449 

19-2 

13 

Cheylesmore 

18,681 

1,056 

17-7 

158 

8-5 

266 

14-2 

3 

Earlsdon 

16,684 

1,908 

8-7 

191 

11-4 

166 

9-9 

1 

Foleshill 

14,463 

645 

22-3 

192 

13-3 

275 

191 

6 

Godiva 

13,797 

559 

24-5 

134 

9-7 

236 

17-2 

8 

Holbrooks  

14,983 

821 

18-2 

126 

8-4 

251 

16-8 

4 

Longford 

30,679 

2,266 

13-5 

248 

81 

758 

24-7 

31 

Lower  Stoke 

20,470 

849 

24- 1 

208 

10-2 

232 

11-3 

8 

Radford 

19,510 

• 673 

290 

194 

9-9 

236 

121 

13 

St.  Michael’s 

15,235 

380 

40- 1 

206 

13-5 

297 

19-5 

20 

Sherbourne  

16,539 

596 

27-8 

147 

8-9 

148 

8-9 

3 

Upper  Stoke 

21,306 

826 

25-8 

202 

9-5 

265 

12-4 

9 

Walsgrave  

18,675 

1,550 

120 

159 

8-5 

292 

15-6 

7 

Westwood  

22,539 

2,118 

10-6 

184 

8-2 

306 

13-5 

11 

Whoberley  

18,543 

1,284 

14-4 

139 

7-5 

334 

180 

5 

*These  figures  do  not  include  the  inward  transferable  births. 
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Tuberculosis  — Ten  Year  Summary 


Cases  on 

1 

Register 

Cases  N 
(or  brough 

OTIFIED 

to  notice) 

Deaths 

Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

t^nn- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

M. 

1241 

159 

290 

23 

29 

4 

1952 

0-20 

006 

F. 

884 

211 

180 

25 

22 

1 1 

M. 

1349 

167 

285 

17 

30 

3 

1953 

015 

002 

F. 

961 

213 

173 

21 

9 

2 

M. 

1457 

177 

270 

27 

35 

2 

1954 

015 

0015 

F. 

1051 

215 

163 

15 

6 

2 

M. 

1587 

185 

289 

20 

34 

2 

1955 

016 

0015 

F. 

1129 

223 

156 

16 

8 

2 

M. 

1676 

164 

247 

21 

29 

4 

1956 

014 

0018 

F. 

1204 

181 

171 

30 

9 

1 

M. 

1719 

171 

222 

28 

20 

2 

1957 

on 

0 007 

F. 

1212 

184 

129 

20 

10 

0 

M. 

1680 

166 

187 

17 

21 

1 

1958 

010 

0 004 

F. 

1208 

172 

132 

11 

6 

0 

M. 

1689 

168 

161 

16 

14 

1 

1959 

009 

0 007 

F. 

1188 

174 

88 

21 

10 

1 

M. 

1681 

169 

172 

16 

35 

3 

1960 

017 

0010 

F. 

1165 

175 

98 

27 

15 

0 

M. 

1408 

149 

99 

11 

48 

2 

1961 

018 

0013 

F. 

1028 

165 

48 

13 

9 

2 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1961. 
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PROPORTION  OF  DEATHS 
FROM  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  TO  TOTAL  DEATHS 

1961 


THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  WAS  2,816. 

THE  TOTAL  DEATH  RATE  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  WAS  9-2. 
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RAINFALL 

Total  Rainfall  Recorded  in  Inches  from  1895 — 1954 


Average  for 

10  years 

Highest 

Lowest 

1895  — 1904 

24-41 

32-75  in  1903 

19-87  in  1898 

1905  — 1914 

26-47 

37-02  in  1912 

21-35  in  1905 

1915  — 1924 

27-25 

31-96  in  1924 

17-44  in  1921 

1925  — 1934 

26-95 

33-09  in  1927 

20-96  in  1934 

1935  — 1944 

25-67 

32-81  in  1939 

20-28  in  1943 

1945  — 1954 

25-69 

32-49  in  1951 

20-59  in  1947 

TOTALS  FOR  THE  PAST  10  YEARS 


1952 

25-86 

1957 

25-06 

1953 

20-89 

1958 

31-56 

1954 

30-50 

1959 

20-67 

1955 

24-26 

1960 

34-34 

1956 

23-60 

1961 

23-45 

SUNSHINE 

Total  Sunshine  Hours  Recorded  from  1895 — 1954 


Average  for 

10  years 

Highest 

Lowest 

1895  — 1904 

1243 

1495  in  1895 

967  in  1902 

1905  — 1914 

1344 

1555  in  1911 

1052  in  1905 

1915  — 1924 

1307 

1530  in  1921 

1110  in  1926 

1925  — 1934 

1265 

1489  in  1929 

1087  in  1932 

1935  — 1944 

1270 

1467  in  1940 

1120  in  1936 

1945  — 1954 

1351 

1587  in  1949 

1 144  in  1954 

TOTALS  FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS 


1952 

1365 

1957 

1302 

1953 

1503 

1958 

1121 

1954 

1361 

1959 

1574 

1955 

1144 

1960 

1218 

1956 

1187 

1961 

1259 

Lat.  52°  23'  26"  N.  Long.  1°  31' 4"  W.  Height  of  rim  of  rain  gauge  above  Main  Sea  Level,  338  ft. 
The  cistern  of  the  barometer  is  situated  301-75  feet  above  sea  level. 


l/i 

! 'M'N  I r. 

1 o j rr  j .t 

j j 

« 1 m 1 1 •ri  r 

i •»  1 -t 

Wind  Directions 
No.  of  daily  observatio 
each  month 

! ■'NN 

j 1 «<- 

1=1  ' i 

ici 

! 1 

1 00  NO 

1 NO  1 (N 

'l 

1 

j p.‘ 

1 -M-S  _ jr- 

r-- 

i n 1 

1 1 

1 00  1 fS 

r**  I NO 

1 

1 r 

t/i 

5 

10 

3 

1 

j r-. 

1 

I*' 

1 

5 

14 

8 

4 

fn 

o 

i '3'S  1 '>■  1 - i f-* 

{ 1 

1 

1 1 j r» 

- 1 ' 

''t 

pw 

•3 

^ 1 TT  j , 

- 

<N 

1 

r.  j - j .r> 

' 1- 

1 

1 

1 s 

■3'N  i 1 ' 1 1 

r-  jv. 

1 

1 

I 1 

1 loc 

i 

1 

1 ^ 

•N 

1- 

- 

- 

1 

NO 

<N 

- 

1 

I 

i 

1 

1 

PI 

Wind 

Force 

(0-8) 

pu!A\  ms.n  JO  iu|Bj 

1- 

NO 

r** 

h- 

(N 

ri 

r-* 

CN 

o 

<N 

o 

n 

Im 

I 

I. 

240  I; 

• f SUOI^BA 

-josqo  JO  Jsquinfq 

i 

!~ 

i 

o 

1 

1 

ON 

O 

- 

1 o 

r 

00 

NO 

rr 

1 

«n 

o 

c 

^ a|BO 

- 

1 

1 

1 ' 

I 

1 

1 

I 

- 

J 

— 

I 

j jsojj  punojo  1 IN  j 'T'  1 va 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 2 

1 

1 

m 

lA 

>» 

1SOJJ  jjv 

1 

^ 1 - 

1 ■ 

1 

1 

1 

' i ' 

IN  j Tf 

p* 

in 

Weathe 
iber  of  d 

1 CXWO  Mb)  -aoj 

1 1 (N 

i- 

1 

1 

1 ' 

I 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1" 

00 

1 pjBaq  J^pun^x  | i j I 

1 

i ' 

- 

1 

- 

1 

I 

1 

1 ' 

— 

3 

l.'BH  1 ' I ' 1 ' 

i ■ 

1 

I 

[ 1 1 

1 

1 

1 

i ' 

I 

I 

1 3u!A|  mous  1 ' 1 ' 

'1' 

1 

' i ' 

t 

1 

1 

1 

1 ' 

- 

— 

W\S  JO  MOUS  1 -- 

1 

1 ‘ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

PI 

1 Rain  and  other  Forms 

1 of  Precipitation 

'•E>. 

W CQ 

muojM 

1 JO  Xbq 

28th 

24th 

29th 

5th 

(/) 

I2th 

I2th 

.C 

26th 

19th 

J= 

O 

30th 

Oct.  1 

1 9th 

j lunotuv 

oo 

fN 

o 

•09 

•54 

t-w 

<N 

»n 

VT) 

On 

«n 

o 

vn 

NO 

NO 

On 

33BJ3AV 

JO  33bIU33J3<J 

00 

<N 

r- 

r^i 

On 

r-- 

«o 

r- 

r* 

NO 

NO 

On 

O 

109 

131 

P- 

On 

l|B3  |BlOX 

1-84 

1 CN 

oo 

ri 

fb 

r* 

NO 

*ri 

NO 

1-97 

f* 

<N 

NO 

ri 

On 

2-74 

sXbq  jo  Jsquinfsj 

CN 

fN 

- 

vn 

n 

© 

o 

VO 

<N 

<N 

NO 

VO 

rs 

<N 

<?N 

222  : 

moo 

(8-0  31B3S)  *UI-B  6 )B 

SUOftBA.SqOJO  UB3^^ 

h- 

r- 

NO 

v/^ 

vn 

Tj* 

NO 

NO 

NO 

VO 

u 

aSBJSAy 

JO  33B]U33J3J 

<N 

O 

- 

NO 

On 

v» 

o 

a 

trt 

<N 

r- 

o 

m 

<N 

00 

S 

CQ  3 
c/3 

UB3l\  .(|!BQ 

M5 

2-l8j 

ON 

<N 

<N 

VO 

On 

vb 

OO 

"Oh 

O 

NO 

v/T 

ro 

pb 

ON 

cp 

rb 

Earth 
, Temp. 

md3p  J33J  t.  IV 

tTi 

00 

o 

<N 

6 

10- 3 

11- 6 

fb 

On 

fb 

rb 

op 

CN 

9 

ob 

00 

vb 

On 

6s 

md3p  lOOJ  1 IV 

'f 

00 

vb 

On 

OO 

On 

15-0 

1-91 

15-4 

14-0 

11-5 

ON 

ob 

10-4 

Hygrometer 

Mean  of  Observa- 
tions at  9 a.m. 

XjjpiumH 

ON 

CN 

00 

NO 

00 

On 

NO 

«n 

'Vf 

00 

r* 

1/^ 

00 

■nQ- 

00 

00 

m 

00 

00 

ajnssdjj 

jnodBy\ 

NO 

00 

«n 

cb 

SOI 

<N 

ON 

- 

<N 

9 

<b 

op 
lb  1 

[7 

- 

cb 

00 

NO 

9-01 

qina  13M  JO 

UOISS3jd3Q 

r- 

6 

6 

- 

CN 

VO 

<N 

*7 

<Js  ' 

° 1 

VO 

° i 

vp 

qina  Xjq 

ON 

cb 

vp 

rp 

00 

<N 

rb 

6s 

1 

i 

V ! 

1 i 

u 

^ . 

Absolute  Minimum 

1 and  Maximum 

qiuojv 

JO  Xbq 

JC 

r- 

21st 

20th 

£ 

27th 

lOth 

£ 

NO 

.c 

p** 

25th 

.c 

NO 

25th 

29th 

Dec. 

29th 

iunujfu|(\ 

00 

7 

o 

6 

r- 

T 

Nb 

pw 

NO 

ON 

fb 

12-2 

rs 

NO 

1 

On 

ob 

1 

ON 

cb 

1 

qjuojM 

JO  Xbq 

29th 

14th 

£ 

>0 

16th 

12  th 

! 30th 

1 

(/) 

29th 

2nd 

1 

2nd 

1/) 

JZ 

ON 

29th 

Aug. 

[ 

1 

uiniuixB^  1 

1 

ZZl 

14-4 

! 20-0 1 

! 1 

17-0 

Z-ZZ 

27-8 

26-7 

30-0 

27-2 

20-0 

14-5 

14-0 

30-0 

E 

u 

h* 

9SBJ3AV 

UlOJJ  33UdJ9^fQ 

NO 

1 

rn 

1 

C'l 

rs 

1 

rl 

T 

9 

+ 

-F4-2 

<N 

«b 

-i- 

Vp 

*b 

-f- 

Np 

1 

+ 

in 

fb 

1 

4-5  -5-5 

1 

6 

fl  PUB  V JO  UB3^V 

VO 

00 

NO 

On 

ON 

ob 

fp 

•b 

rp 

•b 

rp 

op 

NO 

fb 

o 

c 

OQ 

rb 

GO 

00 

vb 

On 

00 

1 

6-01 

11-2 

op 

(On 

6s 

*n 

vp 

vb 

w 

S 1 

< 

00 

vb 

On 

6\ 

12-8 

13-1 

Kp 

•o 

19-8 

19-6 

20-2 

rp 

2 

14-5 

8-01 

rb 

op 

fb 

, Baro« 
meter 
j Ins. 

i 

29-682 

1 ZQL-6Z 

O 

00 

ON 

00 

6\ 

CN 

NO 

00 

r4 

29-723 

29-734 

29-808 

29-644 

29-438 

29-501 

29-678 

29-694 

1961 

Jan. 

Feb. 

1 Mar.  1 

< s 

I June 

1 July 

1 Aug. 

h 

0. 

UJ 

(/) 

t 

O 

1 Nov. 

Dec. 

Year 

•T) 

ON 


Meteorological  Station  moved  from  City  Hospital,  Whitley,  to  the  Memorial  Park,  1.4.51. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  Recorders  moved  from  Whitley  Pumping  Station  to  Whitley  Waterworks  i mile  S.E.  1 
Atmospheric  Pollution  Recorders  moved  from  Edgwick  Park  to  Foleshill  Road  Day  Nursery,  50  yards  N.W.  J 
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